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Important Guidelines About the Authenti-
city of the Reports and Quotations in the
Tafsir of Ibn Kathir

Reports from the Companions of the Messenger of Allah i

Reports that are attributed to the companions of Allah’s
Messenger ## are commonly used for additional explanation of
the meanings of the Qur'an. As for those quotes that Ihn
Kathir mentions in passing, these quotes may, or may not be
authentically attributed to them. Wherever it is mentioned that
one of them said something, and that statement contradicts
other clearly authentic texts, then such statements can not
be held as an evidence against what is known to be authentic.
Additional information in this regard is found in the
Introduction of Ibn Kathir.

Incomplete Chains of Narration

The following is a list of common incomplete chains of
narrations that Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir often quotes.

- ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah (Al-Walibi) reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said...

~ (‘Atiyah) Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said...

— Ad-Dahhak from Ibn ‘Abbas.

- As-Suddi reported from Abu Malik and Abu Salih from Ibn
‘Abbas, Ibn Mas‘dtd and [or] some men among the
companions.

- Al-Hasan Al-Basri reporting from or about the Prophet 4.

- Qatadah reporting from or about the Prophet .

All narrations coming from these chains are unauthentic
according to the Sciences of Hadith. Their meanings, however,
may be correct as understood by authentic texts, and for this
reason they are commonly referenced.

Reports from the Followers of the Companions and
those who Follow them

The following is a list of those who did not see the Prophet
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§#, but they report from companions of the Prophet %, while
often they themselves are quoted for Tafsir. Reports that are
attributed to them are used as additional support in
understanding certain issues by Ibn Kathir. Such quotes may,
or may not be authentically attributed to them. Wherever it is
mentioned that one of them said something, and that
statement contradicts other clearly authentic texts, then such
statements can not be held as evidence against the authentic
evidence.

Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Sad bin Jubayr, Safid bin Al-Musayib, ‘Ata’
(bin Abi Rabah), ‘Ata’ Al-Khurrasani, Muqgatil bin Hayyan, Ar-
Rabi‘ bin Anas, Ash-Shabbi, Qatadah, Mujahid, Tkrimah, Ad-
Dahhak, ‘Abdur-Rahmaén bin Zayd bin Aslam (Ibn Zayd), Ibn
Jurayj.

Other Scholars After the Companions

The following are some scholars that Ibn Kathir often quotes
from. Since these scholars are not well known to the average
English reader, one should beware that their own statements
about the Prophet i, his companions, or circumstances
surrounding the Qur’an’s revelation, are not to be considered
as important as authentically narrated texts.

Waki‘, Sufyan Ath-Thawri, Muhammad bin Ishaq, Ibn
‘Atiyyah, Ibn Abi Hatim, Ibn Jarir (At-Tabari).
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The Tafsir of Surat At-Taghabun
(Chapter - 64)

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah or Makkah
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v A 2Z is on the earth glorifies
wd{f—w‘-w‘“—; J.g\:d_, Allah. His is the domin-
() (Ja.'-!\ ,nlk_,l!a\..\.“.,.au.o_,._‘,';gl ion, and to Him belongs
the praise, and He is

Able to do all things.»

42. He it is Who created you, then some of you are disbelievers
and some of you are believers. And Allah is All-Seer of what
you do.»

43. He has created the heavens and the earth with truth, and
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He shaped you and made good your shapes. And to Him is the
return.y

¢4. He knows what is in the heavens and on earth, and He
knows what you conceal and what you reveal. And Allah is the
All-Knower of what is in the breasts.»

Praising Allah and mentioning His Creation and
Knowledge

This is the last Sturah among Al-Musabbihdt. We mentioned
before that all creatures praise the glory of Allah, their Creator
and Owner. Alldh the Exalted said,

i 4 i 53
¢His is the dominion, and to Him belongs the praise,
meaning, He is the One Who has control over all creation, the
One praised for all He created and decreed. Allah’s statement,
\FON

_ ¢and He is Able to do all things.$ means that whatever He wills
occurs without resistance, and whatever He does not will, never
occurs. Allah said,

% o8 2o 3. 2 A, kTP
€3 K e K9 Kl o 3P

€He it is Who created you, then some of you are disbelievers

and some of you are believers.»
meaning, Allah created you with these characteristics and He
willed that for you. Therefore, there will be believers and
disbelievers. Surely, Allih is the One Who sees those who
deserve guidance and those who deserve misguidance. He is
the Witness over His servant’s deeds and He will completely
recompense them. This is why Allah the Exalted said,

€ SE G 66Y
4And Allah is All-Seer of what you do.» Allah said,
€ S 55220 55

¢He has created the heavens and the earth with truth, with equity
and wisdom,

szt 558 s
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¢and He shaped you and made good your shapes.
He made you in the best shapes and forms. Allah the Exalted said,

sLrrs -
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€O man! What has made you careless about your Lord, the
most Generous? Who created you, fashioned you perfectly and
gave you due proportion; in whatever form He willed, He put
you together.p (82:6-8)

And His saying,

denys 5o el e | 1 e QT = R 48 s 5
O
¢Allah, it is He Who has made for you the earth as a dwelling
place and the sky as a canopy, and has given you shape and
made your shapes good (looking) and has provided you with
good things .y (40:64)
and His saying;
L WA
dAnd to Him is the return.$ means the return and final
destination. Allah then informs of His knowledge of all that
there is in the heavens, in the earth and in the souls, He said:
€A 2% fE 46 3 S0 U G U 2 NG T g G
4He knows what is in the heavens and on earth, and He knows

what you conceal and what you reveal. And Allah is the All-
Knower of what is in the breasts.»

8w Sl Ak r?fi 36 G 30 e B Gl 88 Sk 5B
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45. Has not the news reached you of those who disbelieved

aforetime? And so they tasted the evil result of their disbelief,
and theirs will be a painful torment.»

¢6. That was because there came to them their Messengers with
Bayyinat, but they said: *'Shall mere men guide us?"’ So they
disbelieved and turned away. But Allah was not in need. And
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Allah is not in need, Worthy of all praise.y

A Warning delivered through mentioning the End of the
Disbelieving Nations

Informing about the past nations and the torment and
disciplinary lessons that they suffered because of opposing the
Messengers and denying the truth. Allih says;

¢Has not the news reached you of those who disbelieved
aforetime?®
meaning, information about them and what happened to them,

P

€4 3 5y
4And so they tasted the evil result of their disbelief.p

They tasted the evil consequences of their denial and sinful
actions. And it refers to the punishment and humiliation they
received in the life of the world,

2l 8% 55
dand theirs will be a painful torment.p in the Hereafter, added to
the torment they received in this life. Allah explained why;
il 2 ook KA asp
¢That was because there came to them their Messengers with
Bayyinat,
supporting arguments, evidence, and clear proofs,
€ 25 Hed
¢but they said : 'Shall mere men guide us?"'y

They discounted and dismissed the possibility that the
Message would be sent to a human and that their guidance
would come by the hands of a man like themselves,

€5 L%y

¢So they disbelieved and turned away. they denied the truth and
turned away from abiding by it,

i ek
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§But Allah was not in need.$ of them,
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¢And Allah is not need, Worthy of all praise.y
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47. The disbelievers pretend that they will never be resurrected.
Say: “Yes! By my Lord, you will certainly be resurrected, then
you will be informed of what you did; and that is easy for
Allah."y

€8. Therefore, believe in Allih and His Messenger and in the
Light which We have sent down. And Allah is All-Aware of
what you do.y

€9. The Day when He will gather you on the Day of
Gathering, that will be the Day of At-Taghabun. And
whosoever believes in Allah and performs righteous deeds, He
will expiate from him his sins, and will admit him to Gardens
beneath which rivers flow, to dwell therein forever; that will be
the great success.p

€10. But those who disbelieved and denied Our Ayat, they will
be the dwellers of the Fire, to dwell therein forever. And worst
indeed is that destination.)

Life after Death is True

Alldh the Exalted informs about the disbelievers, idolators and
the atheists that they claim that they will not be resurrected,

€Say: “Yes! By my Lord, you will certainly be resurrected,
then you will be informed of what you did..."}

meaning, ‘you will be informed of all of your actions, whether
major or minor, big or small,’
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€ 3 a5

¢and that is easy for Allah.p ‘resurrecting and recompensing you
is easy for Allah.’
This is the third Ayah in which Allah orders His Messenger

# to swear by His Lord, the Exalted and Most Honored, that
Resurrection occurs. The first is in Stdrah Yinus,

S . 1S o Botosg . s M fog aeatzen
€t AW 5 65 e B ST EESY

¢And they ask you to inform them: "Is it true?" Say: "Yes!
By my Lord! It is the very truth! and you can not escape it!"'y
(10:53),

The second is in Sarah Saba’,

P S R < 4

G 55 & B i o ¥ 2K 58 J6p
¢Those who disbelieve say: ''The hour will not come to us.”
Say: "“Yes, by my Lord, it will come to you..."y (34:3),
and the third is this Ayah,
D5 M P A A G S F 55 § B e JIGE Wi 5

(The dtsbeltevers pretend that they will never be resurrected. Say :
“Yes! By my Lord, you will certainly be resurrected, then you
will be informed of what you did ; and that is easy for Allah."'»

Allah the Exalted said,
Bl ol 36 425 4 ey

4Therefore, believe in Allah and in His Messenger and in the
Light which We have sent down .}

that is, the Qur’an

F 4 G 5
4And Allah is All-Aware of what you do.» none of your deeds ever
escapes His knowledge.

The Day of At-Taghdbun
Allah said,
A K2 5y
¢The Day when He will gather you on the Day of Gathering,$
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meaning the Day of Resurrection. This is the Day when the
earlier and later generations will all be gathered in one area, a
caller would be heard by them all, and one’s vision would
easily see them all. Alldh said,

B34 1 A SO g2 7 Ay
¢That is the Day whereon mankind will be gathered together,
that is a Day when all will be present.y (11:103), and,

SEpNE o5 o J) 55050 (005,250 04T &y B

4Say: '(Yes) verily, those of old, and those of later times. All
will surely be gathered together for appointed meeting of a
known Day."$ (56:49-50)

Allah’s statement,
(g\.d\ oy a)

&that will be the Day of At-Taghabun®

Ibn ‘Abbas said, “It is one of the names of the Day of
Judgement, and that is because the people of Paradise will
have gained over the people of the Fire.”!!! Qatadah and
Mujahid said similarly.?!

Mugatil bin Hayyan said, “There is no mutual loss and gain
greater than these entering Paradise and those being taken to
the Fire.”

Allah explained His statement saying;

prVvaE4
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¢And whosoever believes in Allah and performs r:ghteous deeds,
He will expiate from him his sins, and will admit him to
Gardens beneath which rivers flow (Paradise), to dwell therein
forever; that will be the great success. But those who
disbelieved and denied Our Ayat, they will be the dwellers of
the Fire, to dwell therein forever. And worst indeed is that

11 At-Tabari 23:420.
2] At-Tabari 23:419, 420.
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destination .y
We explained these meanings several times before.

S0 o~ 2
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411. No calamity occurs, but by the permission of Allah, and
whosoever believes in Allah, He guides his heart. And Allah is
the All-Knower of everything .»

€12. Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger; but if you turn away,
then the duty of Our Messenger is only to convey clearly.p

€13. Allah! La ilaha illa Huwa. And in Allih therefore let the
believers put their trust.y

All that occurs to Mankind is by Allah’s Permission
Alldh informs us as He did in Surat Al-Hadid,
AW S P s KM s G eVt o B
M & J 2
¢No calamity occurs on the earth or in yourselves but it is

inscribed in a record before We bring it into existence. Verily,
that is easy for Allah.y (57:22)

Allah said here,
€l ol ) 30t o ST T
¢No calamity occurs, but by the permission of Allah,%

Ibn ‘Abbas said; “By the command of Alldh,” meaning from His
decree and will.
54 o ¢

RN O v IR
¢and whosoever believes in Allah, He guides his heart. And
Allah is the All-Knower of everything.»

meaning, whoever suffered an affliction and he knew that it
occurred by Alldh’s judgement and decree, and he patiently
abides, awaiting Allah’s reward, then Allah guides his heart,
and will compensate him for his loss in this life by granting
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guidance to his heart and certainty in faith. Allah will replace
whatever he lost for Him with the same or what is better.
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn ‘Abbas,

VAR iy
dand whosoever believes in Alldh, He guides his heart.y
“Allah will guide his heart to certainty. Therefore, he will know

that what reached him would not have missed him and what
has missed him would not have reached him."!

There is an agreed upon Hadith [that Al-Bukhari and Muslim
collected and] which states,
08 522 155 sl iy 1 58 V) el G Lak Y a3l s
19e300 1 02Y G 5 kB K5 e Bl by ik
"Amazing is the believer: There is no decree that Allah writes
Jor him, but is better for him. If an affliction strikes him, he is
patient and this is better for him. If a bounty is granted to him,

he is thankful and this is better for him. This trait is only for
the faithful believer »1?)

The Order to obey Allih and His Messenger i
Allah said,
€451 1245 % 1B
€Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger ;3
Allah commands obedience to Him and to His Messenger # in
all that His legislates and in implementing His orders. Allah
also forbids one from all that His Messenger # forbids and
prohibits. Allah the Exalted said,
€l 3 a5 e O A5 opsd

¢but if you turn away, then the duty of Our Messenger is only -

to convey clearly .p
meaning, ‘if you refrain from abiding by the faith, then the
Messenger’s mission is to convey and your mission is to hear
and obey. 'Az-Zuhri said, “From Allah comes the Message, its

) At-Tabari 23 :421.
12l Muslim 4 :2295.
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Tawhid
Allah states that He is

the One, Whom all
creations need and
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So, He first informs
about Tawhid and its
meaning. The implied
meaning is to single
Him out for deifica-
tion, being purely

O Lﬁ-

devoted to Him, and relying upon Him, as He said;

4 2 5
( ..uls »
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&The Lord of the east and the west; La ilaha illd Huwa. So take
Him alone as Trustee.y (73:9)
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B Al-Bukhari, in the Book of Tawhid, chapter 46.
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¢14. O you who believe! Verily, among your wives and your
children there are enemies for you, therefore beware of them!
But if you pardon (them) and overlook, and forgive, then
verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .»

€15. Your wealth and your children are only a Fitnah, whereas
Allah! With Him is a great reward .y

€16. So have Taqwa of Allah as much as you can; listen and
obey, and spend in charity; that is better for yourselves. And
whosoever is saved from his own greed, then they are the
successful ones.p

€17. If you lend to Allah a handsome loan, He will double it
for you, and will forgive you. And Allah is Shakar, Halim, )
€18. All-Knower of the unseen and seen, the Almighty, the
All-Wise .»

Warning against the Fitnah of Spouses and Offspring

Allah states that some wives and children are enemies to their
husbands and fathers, in that they might be busied with them

rather than with performing the good deeds. Allah said
another Ayah,

A JAE o S e b i) W KA KGR 9 e o ey
¢St 23 Ak
€0 you who believe! Let not your properties or you children

divert you from the remembrance of Allah. And whosoever does
that then they are the losers.y (63:9)

Allah the Exalted said here,
¢maoily

in

¢therefore, beware of them!y for your religion, according to Ibn

Zayd. Mujahid explained the Ayah ,
€l 62 ol o5 i iy
¢Verily, among your wives and your children there are enemies
for you ;%
by saying, “They might direct the man to sever his relation

or

disobey his Lord. The man, who loves his wives and children,
might obey them in this case.” Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that
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Ibn ‘Abbas said to a man who asked him about this Ayah,
€Dl (el 6 el AT Gn <@y T i )

40 you who believe! Verily, among your wives and your
children there are enemies for you; therefore beware of them!$

“There were men who embraced Islam in Makkah and wanted
to migrate to Alldh’s Messenger #. However, their wives and
children refused to allow them. Later when they joined Alldh’s
Messenger i, they found that those who were with him (the
Companions) have gained knowledge in the religion, so they
were about to punish their wives and children. Allah the
Exalted sent down this Ayah,

o5 e 1 155 1055 Bk op
&But if you pardon (them) and overlook, and forgive, then
verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .$”
At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith and said that it is Hasan
Sahih! Allah’s statement,
€@z K ke 6 T3 X050 KA Ty

&Your wealth and your children are only a Fintah, whereas
Allah! With Him is a great reward.y

Allah said that the wealth and children are a test and trial
from Allah the Exalted for His creatures, so that He knows
those who obey Him and those who disobey Him. Alldh’s
statement,

§oie GhP
4whereas Allah! With Him) meaning, on the Day of Resurrection,
ek 5
4is a great reward.p As Alldh said;
AU L I A Sl A e 5 &2 3D
R e R T R e e PR
@i 22

) Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:222.
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4Beautified for men is the love of things they covet; women
children, Qanatir Al-Mugantarah!™ of gold and silver, branded
beautiful horses, cattle and well-tilled land. This is the pleasure
of the present world's life; but Allah has the excellent return
with him.p (3:14), and the Ayah after it.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Buraydah said, “The Messenger of
Allah % was giving a speech and Al-Hasan and Husayn came
in wearing red shirts, walking and tripping. The Messenger i
descended from the Minbar, held them and placed them in
front of them and said,

LRl Z AN IR G ok B BT Kl ) 4,205 e Gas

W) s ik A A
“Allah and His Messenger said the truth,'Verily, your wealth
and your children are a Fitnah.' I saw these two boys walking
and tripping and could not be patient until I stopped my speech
and picked them up »"

This was recorded by the Sunan compilers, and At-Tirmidhi
said, “Hasan Gharib."3!

The Order for Taqwad, as much as One is Capable
Allah said,
L EH A A 1Y
450 have Taquwi of Allah as much as you can;

meaning, as much as you are able and can bear or endure.
The Two Sahihs recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the
Messenger of Alldh & said,

R R A IR R NI A At )
“When 1 command you to do something, do as much as you

can of it, and whatever 1 forbid for you, then avoid it. %
Alldh’s statement,

1) see volume two, the Tafsir of Strah Al ‘Imran (3:14).

2} Ahmad 5:354.

Bl Abu Dawud 1:663, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 10:278, An-Nasat 3:108,
Ibn Majah 2:1190.

19l Fath Al-Bari 13:264, Muslim 2 :975.
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€t (263
¢listen and obey,» means, obey what Allah and His Messenger i
command you to do and do not stray from it to the right or
left. Do not utter a statement or make a decision before Alldh
and His Messenger i issue a statement or decision. Do not

ignore what you were ordered to do, nor commit what you
were forbidden from doing.

Encouraging Charity
Allah the Exalted said,
A I Ly
dand spend in charity; that is better for yourselves.$

meaning, give from what Allah has granted you to your
relatives, the poor, the needy and the weak. Be kind to Allah’s
creatures, just as Allah was and still is kind with you. This
will be better for you in this life and the Hereafter. Otherwise,
if you do not do it, it will be worse for you in this life and the
Hereafter. Allah said;

€A 5 A8 5 1 55 sd

-

¢And whosoever is saved from his own greed, then they are the
successful ones.»
This was explained with a similar Ayah in Sirat Al-Hashr,
where we also mentioned the relevant Hadiths.!'! Therefore,

we do not need to repeat them here, all praise and gratitude is
due to Allah. Allah the Exalted said,

€5 155 05 €0 5 6153

4If you lend to Allih a handsome loan, He will double it for

you, and will forgive you.p
meaning, whatever you spend, then Allah will replace it, and
on Him will be the reward of whatever you give away in
charity.

Alldh considered giving charity as if it is a loan to Him, just

as Allah said in a Qudsi Hadith,

11 See volume nine, the Tafsir of Strat Al-Hashr (59 :9).
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oot V5 5l 2 0o 8 oo
«'Who will give a loan to He Who is neither unjust nor
poor?’"l1]
This is why Allah the Exalted said in Sirat Al-Bagarah,
€ipis G0 Sp2i)
€S0 that He may multiply it to him many timesp (2:245)
Alldh said; .
€3 S5d
¢and will forgive you . meaning, He will erase your mistakes,

L35

¢And Allah is Shakiiry meaning, He gives abundantly in return
for what was little,

L2
¢Halimp means, He forgives, pardons, covers and absolves the
sins, mistakes, errors and shortcomings,

2l 0 G I ey

T

4All-Knower of the unseen and seen, the Almighty, the All-Wise.$
Its explanation has already preceded several times.

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat At-Taghdbun, all the
praise and appreciation is due to Allah.

1 Muslim 1:522.
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The Tafsir of Siurat At-Talaq
(Chapter - 65)

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah
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And those are the set limits of Allah. And whosoever transgresses the
set limits of Allah, then indeed he has wronged himself. You know
not, it may be that Allih will afterward bring some new thing to
pass.»
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There is a Period during which Divorced Women remain
in Their Homes

The Prophet #§ was addressed first in this Ayah, to honor him,
even though his Ummah is also being addressed in Allah’s
statement,

€hpla A Fot 250 vy 2 CEy

4O Prophet! When you divorce women, divorce them at their
'Iddah®

Al-Bukhari recorded that ‘Abdulldah bin ‘Umar divorced his
wife, during the lifetime of Allah’s Messenger 3, while she was
menstruating. Umar bin Al-Khattab mentioned that to Alldh’s
Messenger #. Allah’s Messenger became angry and said,

cgals 5F 3k 5 ﬁﬁﬁrﬁhrwwuﬁn

oJe 5 G ol A Al ogss O 35 el Gl
«Order him to take her back and keep her until she is clean
from her menses, and then to wait until she gets her next
period and becomes clean again. Then, if he wishes to divorce
her, he can divorce her when she is clean from her menses,
before he has sexual intercourse with her. This is the ‘lddah
which Allah the Exalted and Most Honored has fixed "]

Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith in several parts of his Sahih.
Muslim collected this Hadith and his narration uses these words,

R R TR TR B (R WA

«This is the ‘Iddah which Allah has fixed for the women being
divorced '

In his Sahih, Muslim has recorded a Hadith which is a more
appropriate version from a narration of Ibn Jurayj who said
that Abu Az-Zubayr informed him that he heard ‘Abdur-
Rahméan bin Ayman, the freed slave of ‘Azzah, questioning
‘Abdullah bin Umar. And Abu Az-Zubayr heard the question,
“What about a man who divorces his wife while she is still on
her menses?” ‘Abdullah answered, “During the time of Alldh’s

'l Fath Al-Bari 8:521.
[2| path Al-Bari 9:258, 393 ; Muslim 2:1094, 1095.
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Messenger i, ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar divorced his wife who was
menstruating in the life time of Allah’s Messenger #. So
Allah’s Messenger i said:

aL;;?l}‘:l‘n
“Let him take her back.» so she returned and he # said:
i f Gl s i
«When she is pure, then either divorce or keep her.»
‘Abdullah bin Umar said, “Allah’s Messenger & recited this
Ayah:
Gl J5 3 334008 s tn 281 5y 23 iy

(O Prorhet! When you divorce women, divorce them at their

‘Iddah)!t!
And ‘Abdullah (Ibn Mas‘d) commented on Alldh’s statement,

| ¢ipis Balliy
ddivorce them at their ‘lddahy He said, “Purity without
intercourse.”?!  Similar was reported from Ibn Umar, ‘Ata’,
Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Ibn Sirin, Qatadah, Maymun bin Mihran
and Muqatil bin Hayyan. It is also reported from ‘Tkrimah and
Ad-Dahhak.P! ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn ‘Abbas
about the Ayah;
¢ipiy i d

ddivorce them at their ‘Iddah}, “He does not divorce her while she
is on her menses nor while she is pure if he has had
intercourse during that {purity). Rather, he leaves her until she

has her menses and after the menses ends, then he divorces
her once.”! And ‘Tkrimah said about

&divorce them at their ‘Iddahd, “The ‘Iddah is made up of clean-
liness and the menstrual period.” So he divorces her while it is

'l Muslim 2:1098.

2] At-Tabari 23:432.

(3 At-Tabari 23 :432-434.
() At-Tabari 23:435.
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clear that she is pregnant, or he does not due to having sex, or
since he does not know if she is pregnant or not.

This is why the scholars said that there are two types of
divorce, one that conforms to the Sunnah and another
innovated.

The divorce that conforms to the Sunnah is one where the
husband pronounces one divorce to his wife when she is not
having her menses and without having had sexual intercourse
with her after the menses ended. One could divorce his wife
when it is clear that she is pregnant. As for the innovated
divorce, it occurs when one divorces his wife when she is
having her menses, or after the menses ends, has sexual
intercourse with her and then divorces her, even though he
does not know if she became pregnant or not. There is a third
type of divorce, which is neither a Sunnah nor an innovation
where one divorces a young wife who has not begun to have
menses, the wife who is beyond the age of having menses, and
divorcing one’s wife before the marriage was consummated.
Allah said,

€41 25
¢and count their ‘lddah.» meaning, count for it and know its

beginning and end, so that the ‘7Iddah does not become
prolonged for the woman and she cannot get married again,

<, 2e 022

¢t Al LGP
¢And have Taqwi of Allah, your Lord.» in this matter.

Spending and Housing is up to the Husband during the
Revocable ‘Iddah Period

Allah said,

¢And turn them not out of their homes nor shall they leave,
meaning, during the duration of the ‘Iddah, she has the right
to housing from her husband, as long as the Iddah period
continues. Therefore, the husband does not have the right to
force her out of her house, nor is she allowed to leave his

house, because she is still tied to the marriage contract. Allah
said,
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€52 i5d ol S

dexcept in case they are guilty of Fahishah Mubayyinah.
meaning that the divorced wife is not to abandon her .
husband’s house unless she commits Fahishah Mubayyinah,
in which case, she vacates her husband’s house. For example,
Fahishah Mubayyinah implies adultery, according to ‘Abdullah
* bin Mas‘nd, Ibn ‘Abbas, Sa‘id bin Al-Musayyib, Ash-Shabi, Al-
Hasan, Ibn Sirin, Mujahid, Tkrimah, Sa‘id bin Jubayr, Abu
Qilabah, Abu Salih, Ad-Dahhak, Zayd bin Aslam, ‘Ata’ Al-
Khurasani, As-Suddi, Said bin Hilal and others.!!! Fahishah
Mubayyinah implies disobeying her husband openly or when
she abuses her husband’s family in words and actions,
according to Ubay bin Ka‘b, Ibn ‘Abbas, ‘Tkrimah and
others.?! Allah’s statement,

€4 L Sid

€And those are the set limits of Allih.$ means, these are from His
legislation and prohibitions,

&6 52 5 5
¢And whosoever transgresses the set limits of Alldh,$

meaning, whoever violates these limits, transgresses them and
implements anything else besides them,

e

g et

¢then indeed he has wronged himself.p by doing so.

The Wisdom of ‘Iddah at the Husband’s House
Alldh said,
1 5 B2 E 5w B
¢You know not, it may be that Allah will afterward bring some
new thing to pass.p

meaning, ‘We commanded that the divorced wife remains in
her husband’s house during the ‘Iddah period, so that the

(1] At-Tabari 23:438, Al-Qurtubi 18:156, Ad-Durr Al-Manthiir 8:194.
121 At-Tabari 23:438.
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husband might regret his action and Alldh decides that the
husband feels in his heart for the marriage to continue.’ This
way, returning to his wife will be easier for him.

Az-Zuhri said that ‘Ubaydullah bin ‘Abdullah said that
Fatimah bint Qays said about Alldh’s statement,

i ap as A2 A1 J G 9

¢You know not, it may be that Alldh will afterward bring some
new thing to pass.p

“Taking her back.”'! Similar was said by Ash-Shabi, ‘Ata’,
Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Muqatil bin Hayyan and Ath-Thawri.?!

The Irrevocably Divorced Woman does not have a Right
to Provisions and Accommodations from the Husband

Here the view of the scholars of the Salaf and those who follow
them is that housing is not obligatory in the case of the
irrevocably divorced woman. They also relied on the Hadith of
Fatimah bint Qays Al-Fihriyah when her husband Abu ‘Amr
bin Hafs divorced her the third and final time. He was away
from her in Yemen at the time, and he sent her his decision to
divorce her. He also sent some barley with his messenger, but
she did not like the amount or method of compensation. He
said, “By Allah I am not obligated to spend upon you.” So, she
went to Allah’s Messenger #, who said,

«There is no obligation on him to spend on you.»
Muslim added in his narration,
KLY

snor housing.» And he ordered her to finish her Iddah period in
the house of Umm Sharik. He then said,

Gnad 021 385 86 e e ol o B gl sl i i
e

" -

1She is a woman my Companions visit. Spend this period in

1) At-Tabari 23:441.
121 At-Tabari 23 :442 Al-Qurtubi 18:157, Ad-Durr Al-Manthiir 8:194.
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the house of Ibn Umm Maktiam, for he is a blind man; [he
cannot see you if] you take off your garments o1

Imam Ahmad collected this Hadith using another chain of
narration. In his narration, the Messenger of Allah # said,

e 8238 G ogrss Jle shaly s S Gy 8 Ty g e
So A6 i R Y EE oG B gl § 5k g
tLook O daughter of the family of Qays! Spending and housing
are required from the husband who can return to his wife. So if
he does not have the right to return to her, then she does not
have the right to spending and housing. So leave his house and
go to so-and-so woman .»

He then said,
i ¥ ol el n e o 8552 4

«They speak to her. Therefore, go to Ibn Umm Maktim, for he
is a blind man and cannot see you »?

Abu Al-Qasim At-Tabarani recorded that ‘Amir Ash-Sha‘bi
went to Fatimah bint Qays, sister of Ad-Dahhak bin Qays,
from the tribe of Quraysh. Fatimah was married to Abu ‘Amr
bin Hafs bin Al-Mughirah, from Bani Makhzim. She said,
“Abu ‘Amr bin Hafs sent me his decision to divorce me while
he was in an army that had gone to Yemen. I asked his
friends to provide me with financial provisions and housing.
They said, ‘He did not send us anything for that, nor did he
request it from us.’ I went to Allah’s Messenger # and said to
him, ‘O Allah’s Messenger! Abu ‘Amr bin Hafs divorced me,
and 1 asked his friends to provide me with spending and
housing and they said that he did not send them anything for
that.” Allah’s Messenger £ said,

¥ & G Gt e gyl 6 0 sl g ke W
s NJo oyt c2 T et e et ez Y. a7 8 -
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1Spending and housing are required from the husband for his

"I Muslim no. 1480.
2l Ahmad 6:373.
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divorced wife if he can return to her. If she is not permitted for
him anymore, until she marries another husband, then he does
not have to provide her with spending and housing »"1")

An-Nasa’ also recorded this narration.?!
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§2. Then when they are about to attain their term appointed,
either take them back in a good manner or part with them in a
good manner. And take as witness two just persons from
among you. And establish the testimony for Allah. That will be
an admonition given to him who believes in Allah and the Last
Day. And whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will make a way
for him to get out.y

¢3. And He will provide him from where he never could
imagine. And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will
suffice him. Verily, Allah will accomplish his purpose. Indeed
Allah has set a measure for all things.»

Ordaining Kindness towards Divorced Women

Allah the Exalted says that when the woman who is in her
Iddah nears the end of the ‘“ddah term, the husband must
decide to reconcile with her, thus keeping their marriage
together,

\E122

¢in a good mannery while being kind to her in their
companionship. Otherwise, he must decide to divorce her on
good terms, without abusing, cursing, or admonishing her. To
the contrary, he should divorce her on good terms, observing
kindness and good manners.

(11 At-Tabarani in Al-Kabir 24 :382.
2l An-Nasa’ 6:144.
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The Command to have Witnesses for the Return
Allah said,

€55 g & Wiy
¢And take as witness two just persons from among you.}

meaning when taking her back, if this is your decision. Abu
Dawud and Ibn Majah recorded that Imran bin Husayn was
asked about a man who divorced his wife and then had sexual
intercourse with her, without notifying witnesses of when he
divorced her and when he took her back. Tmrin said, “His
divorce and taking her back was in contradiction to the
Sunnah. Incorporate the presence of witnesses for divorcing
her and taking her back, and do not repeat your conduct.”!!
Ibn Jurayj said that ‘Ata’ commented on the Ayah,

€53 95 &5 bahy
¢And take as witness two just persons from among you.»

‘It is not permissible to marry, divorce or take back the
divorced wife except with two just witnesses, just as Allah the
Exalted has said, except when there is a valid excuse.” Allah’s
statement,

AT L300 5L 8% O S o) el
¢That will be an admonition given to him who believes in Allah
and the Last Day.

means, ‘this, Our command to you to have witnesses in such
cases and to establish the witness, is implemented by those
who believe in Allah and the Last Day.’ This legislation is
meant to benefit those who fear Allah’s punishment in the
Hereafter.

Allah provides, suffices, and makes a Way out of Every
Hardship for Those Who have Taqwa

Allah said,
¢And whosoever has Taquwia of Allah, He will make a way for

' Abu Dawud 2:637, Ibn Majah 1 :652.
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him to get out. And He will provide him from where he never
could imagine .y

meaning, whoever has Taqwa of Allah in what He has
commanded and avoids what He has forbidden, then Allah will
make a way out for him from every difficulty and will provide
for him from resources he never anticipated or thought about.

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ‘Abdulldh bin Mas\d said, “The
most comprehensive Ayah in the Qur'an is,

&z 95, 226 5 g
&Verily, Allah enjoins Al-'Adl (justice) and Al-Ihsan (doing
goody (16:90).
The greatest Ayah in the Qur’an that contains relief is,

€F 4 g & E
4And whosocever has Taqwa of Allah, He will make a way for
him to get out.3”

Tkrimah also commented on the Ayah, “Whoever divorces as
Allah commanded him, then Allah will make a way out for
him.”!! Similar was reported from Ibn ‘Abbas and Ad-Dahhak.
‘Abdullah bin Mas‘d and Masriiq commented on the Ayah,

s s

(‘:;'; i Juz & 3O
¢And whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will make a way for
him to get out.p

“It pertains to when one knows that if Allah wills He gives,
and if He wills He deprives,

[ 4
A I
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4from where he never could imagine.y from resources he did not
anticipate’?! Qatadah said,

€Oz 4 g2 & E Sy
¢And whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will make a way for
him to get out.p

“meaning, from every doubt and the horrors experienced at the

11 A¢-Tabari 23:446.
(2] At-Tabari 23:445, 446.
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time of death,

;: or » P2less

€42 ¥ 22 5 85y
¢And He will provide him from where he never could imaginey
from where he never thought of or anticipated.”'!
Allah said,
NP O =
¢And whosoever puts his trust in Allah, then He will suffice
him.%
Imidm Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said that he rode the

Prophet’s camel while sitting behind the Prophet #, and the
Messenger of Allah # said to him,

GRS Dd B i (SRR B BE ol AR G s o
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4O boy! I will teach you words [so learn them]. Be mindful of
Allah and He will protect you, be mindful of Allah and He will
be on your side. If you ask, ask Allah, and if you seek help,
seek it from Allah. Know that if the Ummah gather their
strength to bring you benefit, they will never bring you benefit,
except that which Allah has decreed for you. Know that if they
gather their strength to harm you, they will never harm you,
except with that which Allah has decreed against you. The pens
have been raised and the pages are dry 12
At-Tirmidhi collected this Hadith and said: “Hasan Sahih."?
Allah’s statement,

Lo 'd.. P
¢Verily, Allah will accomplish his purpose.) meaning, Allih will

execute His decisions and judgement that He made for him, in
whatever way He wills and chooses,

(1l At-Tabari 23:448.
2l Ahmad 1:293.
Bl Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7 :219.
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¢Indeed Allah has set a measure for all things.»
This is like His saying:
L 363 JJ‘-&;-g sie w‘ Je=3d

¢Everything with Him is in (due) proportion.p (13:8)
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¢4. Those in menopause among your women, for them the
‘Iddah, if you have doubt, is three months; and for those who
have no courses. And for those who are pregnant, their 'Iddah
is until they lay down their burden; and whosoever has Taqwa
of Allah, He will make his matter easy for him.»

45. That is the command of Allah, which He has sent down to

you; and whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will expiate from
him his sins, and will increase his reward.»

The ‘Iddah of Those in Menopause and Those Who do
not have Menses

Allah the Exalted clarifies the waiting period of the woman in
menopause. And that is the one whose menstruation has
stopped due to her older age. Her Tddah is three months
instead of the three monthly cycles for those who menstruate,
which is based upon the Ayah in (Surat) Al-Bagarah. [see
2:228]

The same for the young, who have not reached the years of
menstruation. Their 7ddah is three months like those in
menopause. This is the meaning of His saying;

€t 3 J0y
4and for those who have no courses...» as for His saying;

Ses s
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&if you have doubt...» There are two opinions:
First, is the saying of a group of the Salaf, like Mujahid, Az-
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Zuhri and Ibn Zayd. That is, if they see blood and there is
doubt if it was menstrual blood or not.!"!! The second, is that
if you do not know the ruling in this case, then know that
their Iddah is three months. This has been reported from
Safd bin Jubayr and it is the view preferred by Ibn Jarir.!?!
And this is the more obvious meaning.

Supporting this view is what is reported® from Ubay bin
Kab that he said, “O Allah’s Messenger! Some women were
not mentioned in the Qur’an, the young, the old and the
pregnant.” Alldh the Exalted and Most Honored sent down this
Ayah,

Sk 3 o S G B A o K o el G 2y S5
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€Those in menopause among your women, for them the ‘Iddah,
if you have doubt, is three months; and for those who have no
courses. And for those who are pregnant, their ‘Iddah is until
they lay down their burden.3¥

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded a simpler narration than this one from
Ubay bin Kab who said, “O Allah’s Messenger! When the Ayah
in Strat Al-Bagarah was revealed prescribing the Tddah of
divorce, some people in Al-Madinah said, ‘There are still some
women whose ‘Iddah has not been mentioned in the Qur'an.
There are the young, the old whose menstruation is
discontinued, and the pregnant.’ Later on, this Ayah was
revealed,

G 3 g A0 S5 2 o K o e e 55 TP

¢Those in menopause among your women, for them the ‘Iddah,
if you have doubt, is three months; and for those who have no .
courses.p™S!

1) At-Tabari 23:450.
(2 At-Tabari 23:452.
] This and the following are reported from him by ‘Amr bin Salim,

who it is said did not actually hear from Ubay, rendering the
narrations Mursal.

[ At-Tabari 23:451.
15 Al-Hakim 2:492.
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‘Iddah of Pregnant Women
Allah’s statement,

SR A T

¢And for those who are pregnant, their ‘Iddah is until they lay
down their burden ;)

Allah says: the pregnant woman’s Iddah ends when she gives
birth, whether in the case of divorce or death of the husband,
according to the agreement of the majority of scholars of the
Salaf and later generations. This is based upon this honorable
Ayah and what is mentioned in the Prophetic Sunnah.

Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Salamah said, “A man came to
Ibn ‘Abbas while Abu Hurayrah was sitting with him and said,
‘Give me your verdict regarding a lady who delivered a baby
forty days after the death of her husband.’ Ibn ‘Abbés said,’
[Her ‘Iddah period lasts until] the end of the longest among
the two prescribed periods.’ I recited,

€ 5 5 S et 25y
¢For those who are pregnant, their prescribed period is until
they deliver their burdens;$

Abu Hurayrah said, 1 agree with my cousin (Abu Salamah).’
Then Ibn ‘Abbas sent his slave Kurayb to Umm Salamah to
ask her. She replied, ‘The husband of Subay‘ah Al-Aslamiyyah
was killed while she was pregnant, and she delivered a baby
forty days after his death. Then she received a marriage
proposal and Allah’s Messenger # married her to somebody.
Abu As-Sanabil was one of those who proposed to her.”!! Al-
Bukhari collected this short form of the Hadith, which Muslim
and other scholars of Hadith collected using its longer form./?!
Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Miswar bin Makhramah said,
“Subay‘ah Al-Aslamiyyah gave birth to a child a few days after
the death of her husband. When she finished the postdelivery
_ term, she was proposed to. So she sought the permission of
Allah’s Messenger % for the marriage, and he permitted her to

NI path Al-Bari 8:521.

12) Fath Al-Bari 9:379, Muslim 2:1123, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 4 :375, An-
Nasa’ 6:192.
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marry, so she got married.”!'!) Al-Bukhari collected this
narration, as did Muslim, Abu Dawud, An-Nasidi and Ibn
Majah® with a different chain of narration from the Hadith of
Subay‘ah.

Muslim bin Al-Hajjaj recorded that ‘Ubaydullah bin ‘Abdullih
bin ‘Utbah said that his father wrote to Umar bin ‘Abdulldh
bin Al-Arqam Az-Zuhri, requesting that he go to Subay‘ah bint
Al-Harith Al-Aslamiyyah to ask her about the matter in
question, and about what Allah’s Messenger i said to her
when she sought his verdict.

‘Umar bin ‘Abdulldh wrote to ‘Ubaydullah bin ‘Abdullah bin
Utbah informing him that Subay‘ah told him that she had
been married to Sa‘d bin Khawlah, and he was one of those
who participated in the battle of Badr. He died during the
Farewell Pilgrimage, while she was pregnant.

Soon after his death, she gave birth. When she passed the
postnatal term, she beautified herself for those who might
propose to her. Abu As-Sanabil bin Bakak came to her and
said, ‘Why do I see you have beautified yourself? Do you wish
to remarry? By Allah, you cannot marry unless four months
and ten days have passed.”

Subay‘ah said, “When he said that, I dressed myself in the
evening and went to Allah’s Messenger 3% and asked him
about his verdict. He gave me a religious verdict that I was
allowed to marry after I had given birth to my child, saying I
could marry if I wish.”® This is the narration that Muslim
collected. Al-Bukhari collected this Hadith in a shorter form.!*!

Allah’s statement,

Whad e dE A E 5
¢and whosoever has Taqwa of Allah, He will make his matter

easy for him.»
means, Allah will make his matters lenient for him and will

1 Ahmad 4:327.

2| Fath Al-Bari 9:379, 7:360, Abu Dawud 2:728, An-Nasa’i
6:190,196, Ibn Majah 1:654.

13 Muslim no. 1122,
¥ Fath ALBari9:379.
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/f S5 FYY QIS \ soon bring forth relief
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46. Lodge them where you dwell, according to what you have,
and do not harm them so as to suppress them. And if they are
pregnant, then spend on them till they lay down their burden.
Then if they suckle the children for you, give them their due
payment, and let each of you deal with each other in a
mannerly way. But if you make difficulties for one another,
then some other woman may suckle for him.p
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47. Let the rich man spend according to his means; and the
man whose resources are restricted, let him spend according to
what Allah has given him. Allah puts no burden on any person
beyond what He has given him. Allah will grant after hardship,
ease.$

The Divorced Woman has the Right to Decent
Accommodations, what is Reasonable

Allah the Exalted orders His faithful servants that when one of
them divorces his wife, he should provide housing for her until
the end of her ‘Iddah period,

€8T 42 5 )
€Lodge them where you dwell, means, with you,
€ op
4according to what you have,d Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid and several
others said, it refers to “Your ability.”!! Qatadah said, “If you

can only afford to accommodate her in a corner of your house,
then do so.”?

Forbidding Ill-Treatment of Divorced Women
Allah’s statement,

< . I Y P

o bl B
4and do not harm them in order to suppress them.
Mugqatil bin Hayyan said, “meaning, do not annoy her to force
her to pay her way out nor expel her from your house.” Ath-
Thawri said from Mansuar, from Abu Ad-Dubha:

€ 155 B 5y
¢and do not harm them in order to suppress themp

“He divorces her, and when a few days remain, he takes her
back.”3l

1) At-Tabari 23:457.
) Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 8 :207.
B Al-Qurtubi 18:168.
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The Irrevocable Divorced Pregnant Woman has the
Right of Support (Maintenance) from Her Husband
until She gives Birth

Allah said,

G 55 & 08 Wk S S
4And if they are pregnant, then spend on them tll they lay
down their burden .»
This is about the woman who is irrevocably divorced. If she is
pregnant, then she is to be spent on her until she lays down
her burden. This is supported due to the fact that if she is

revocably divorced, the she has then right to receive her
support (maintenance) -whether she is pregnant or not.

The Divorced Mother may take Compensation for
suckling Her Child

Allah said,
( S cer glp)

€Then if they suckle them for you,» meaning, when pregnant
women give birth and they are irrevocably divorced by the
expiration of the ‘Iddah, then at that time they may either
suckle the child or not.

But that is only after she nourishes him with the milk, that
is the early on milk which the infant’s well-being depends
upon. Then, if she suckles, she has the right to compensation
for it. She is allowed to enter into a contract with the father or
his representative in return for whatever payment they agree
to. This is why Allah the Exalted said,

}j::".f'b £ 43 :
¢Then if they suckle the children for you, give them their due
payment,®

Allah said,

€t K 103
dand let each of you deal with each other in a mannerly way.p

meaning, the affairs of the divorced couple should be managed
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in a just way without causing harm to either one of them, just
as Allah the Exalted said in Surat Al-Bagarah,

€y 4502 95 6 s S 9

¢No mother shall be treated unfairly on account of her child,
nor father on account of child.p (2:233) Allah said,

€l 4 10 B op

€But if you make difficulties for one another, then some other
woman may suckle for him.»

meaning, if the divorced couple disagrees, because the woman
asks for an unreasonable fee for suckling their child, and the
father refuses to pay the amount or offers an unreasonable
amount, he may find another woman to suckle his child. If the
mother agrees to accept the amount that was to be paid to the
woman who agreed to suckle the child, then she has more
right to suckle her own child.
Alldh’s statement,
ATl AL

-

¢Let the rich man spend according to his means;» means, ‘the
wealthy father or his representative should spend on the child
according to his means,
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dand the man whose resources are restricted, let him spend
according to what Allah has given him. Allah puts no burden
on any person beyond what He has given him.

This is as Allah said,
€6 4y O 2R 9

¢Allah does not burden a person beyond what He can bear.y
[2:286]

A Story of a Woman who had Taqwa
Allah’s statement;

el so gTe }/-zz)
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¢Allah will grant after hardship, ease .»
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This is a sure promise from Him, and indeed, Allah’s promises
are true and He never breaks them,

This is an Allah’s saying;

¢Verily, along with every hardship is relief. Verily, along with
every hardship is relief.$ [94:5-6)

There is a relevant Hadith that we should mention here. Imam
Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, “A man and his wife
from an earlier generation were poor. Once when the man
came back from a journey, he went to his wife saying to her,
while feeling hunger and fatigued, ‘Do you have anything to
eat?’ She said, ‘Yes, receive the good news of Allah’s
provisions.” He again said to her, If you have anything to eat,
bring it to me.” She said, ‘Wait a little longer.” She was
awaiting Allah's mercy. When the matter was prolonged, he
said to her, ‘Get up and bring me whatever you have to eat,
because I am real hungry and fatigued.’ She said, 1 will. Soon
I will open the oven’s cover, so do not be hasty.” When he was
busy and refrained from insisting for a while, she said to
herself, I should look in my oven.” So she got up and looked
in her oven and found it full of the meat of a lamb, and her
mortar and pestle was full of seed grains; it was crushing the
seeds on its own. So, she took out what was in the mortar
and pestle, after shaking it to remove everything from inside,
and also took the meat out that she found in the oven.”

Abu Hurayrah added, “By He in Whose Hand is the life of
Abu Al-Qasim (Prophet Muhammad 3#)! This is the same
statement that Muhammad # said,

g o5 o) IGERG G5 o s g v 233t 50

tHad she taken out what was in her mortar and not emptied it
fully by shaking it, it would have continued crushing the seeds
until the Day of Resurrection »"1)

i Ahmad 2:421. There is a similar version no. 10663. Both chains
have disparaged narrators. Most of the scholars indicated its
weakness.
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48. And many a town revolted against the command of its Lord

and His Messengers; and We called it to a severe account, and
We shall punish it with a horrible torment.$

49. So it tasted the evil result of its affair, and the consequence
of its affair was loss.p

410. Allah has prepared for them a severe torment. So have
Taqwa of Allah, O men of understanding, those who believe!
Allah has indeed sent down to you a Reminder.p

€11. A Messenger, who recites to you the Ayat of Allah
containing clear explanations, that He may take out those who
believe and do righteous good deeds, from the darkness to the
light. And whosoever believes in Allah and performs righteous
deeds, He will admit him into Gardens under which rivers
flow, to dwell therein forever. Allah has indeed granted for him
an excellent provision.y

Punishment for defying Allah’s Commandments
Alldh the Exalted threatens those who defy His commands,
deny His Messengers and contradict His legislation, by
informing them of the end that earlier nations met who did the
same,
\FEASE RS SR
¢And many a town revolted against the command of its Lord
and His Messengers;»
meaning, they rebelled, rejected and arrogantly refused to obey
Allah and they would not follow His Messengers,
€8 6 G G2 e Gy

dand We called it to a severe account, and We shall punish it
with a horrible torment .»
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meaning, horrendous and terrifying,

46 3 SEy
&So it tasted the evil result of its affair,d meaning, they tasted the

evil consequences of defiance and they regretted their actions
when regret does not avail,

10 (G A5 5 Bt of e 6p
dand the consequence of its affair was loss. And Alldh has prepared
for them a severe torment.p means, in the Hereafter, added to the
torment that was sent down on them in this life. Allah the
Exalted said, after mentioning what happened to the disbeliev-
ing nations,
¢V gile 41 156
4So have Taqwi of Alldh, O men of understanding,$

meaning, ‘O you who have sound understanding, do not be
like them because if you do, you will suffer what they suffered,
O people of comprehension,’

655 oy
4who believep meaning, in Allah and His Messengers,
&5 34, 40 51 5
¢Allah has indeed sent down to you a Reminder.»
meaning, this Qur’an. Allah also said,
sk 5 30 5 52 0p
¢Verily, We, it is We Who have sent down the Dhikr and
surely, We will preserve it.» (15:9)

The Qualities of the Messenger ;g
Allah’s statement,
€si o8 S 4
4A Messenger, who recites to you the Ayat of Alldh containing
clear explanations,$

Some said that the Messenger is the subject of what is being
sent [as a reminder] because the Messenger is the one that
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conveys the Dhikr. Ibn Jarir said that what is correct is that

the Messenger explains the Dhikr.!") This is why Allah the
Exalted said here,

€5 o9 KL 1 45

€A Messenger, who recites to you the Ayat of Allah containing
clear explanations,

meaning, plain and apparent. The statement of Allah;

€0 Oy o 3y gt BE B 001 0P
&that He may take out those who believe and do righteous good
deets, from the darkness to the light.p
Allah’s is like saying;

€ 0y L2 5, SO0 (2 9 L5 Sy

¢A Book which We have revealed unto you in order that you
might lead mankind out of darknessp (14:1), and,

-pa s 2. .., b 5., F ” 2%
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¢Allah is the Guardian of those who believe. He brings them
out from darkness into light.p (2:257)

meaning, out of the darkness of disbelief and ignorance into
the light of faith and knowledge. Allah the Exalted called the
revelation that He has sent down, light, on account of the
guidance that it brings. Allah also called it Rah, in that, it
brings life to the hearts,

AR SeaE AP B AP A A
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€And thus We have sent to you Rah of our command. You
knew not what is the book, nor what is faith? But We have

made it a light wherewith we guide whosoever of Our servants

We will. And verily, you are indeed guiding to the straight
path.» (42:52)

Alldh’s statement,

Tl iy

5 oy o

1 At-Tabari 23:468.



Siarah 65. At-Taldq (12) (Part-28) 55

¢And whosoever believes in Allah and performs righteous good
deeds, He will admit him into Gardens under which rivers
flow, to dwell therein forever. Allah has indeed granted for him
an excellent provision.p

was explained several times before, and therefore, we do not
need to repeat its explanation here. All the thanks and praises
are due to Allah.

}&Eg' a\g”;’-\..l ‘m,'\)‘dj\dad-‘h’f)y|&f)‘7’:’;&:‘jlsjiﬁ‘)
B 5 K W 4024

€12. It is Allah Who has created seven heavens and of the earth
the like thereof. His command descends between them, that you
may know that Alldh has power over all things, and that Allah
surrounds all things with (His) knowledge.»

Allah’s Perfect Power

Allah the Exalted asserts His perfect power and infinite
greatness, so that the great religion that He has legislated is
honored and implemented,

doi = 5 oFf A

¢It is Allah Who has created seven heavensd Allah said in similar
Ayat, like what Prophet Nuh said to his people,

B0 o5 1 W E S

¢See you not how Allah has created the seven heavens one
above another?y (71:15), and,

€hyh o5 S0 558 G 12

¢The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein, glorify
him.y (17:44) Allah’s statement,

€ B G

d¢and of the earth the like thereof.» means, He created seven
earths. In the Two Sahihs, there is a Hadith that states,
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5ol G2 e B3k 2391 G 3 33 1 o
tWhoever usurps the land of somebody unjustly, even if it was
a mere hand span, then his neck will be encircled with it down
to the seven earths bl

And in Sahith Al-Bukhari the wording is:
Gl g )y e
v, .he will sink down to the seven earths »?
In the beginning of my book, Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah, I
mentioned the various narrations for this Hadith when 1
narrated the story of the creation of the earth.® All the
thanks and praise is due to Allah.

Those who explained this Hadith to mean the seven
continents have brought an implausible explanation that
contradicts the letter of the Qur'an and the Hadith without
having proof.

This is the end of the Tafsir of Sirat At-Talag, all the thanks
and praise is due to Allah.

1) path Al-Bari 5:124, Muslim 3:1232.
() Fath Al-Bari 5:124.
Bl Al-Bidayah wan-Nihdyah 1:19,20.
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The Tafsir of Sarat At-Tahrim
(Chapter - 66)

Which was revealed in Al-Madinah
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In the Name of Allah,
the Most Gracious, the
Most Merciful.
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€1. O Prophet! Why do you forbid that which Allah has
allowed to you, seeking to please your wives? And Allah is Of¢-

Forgiving, Most Merciful .p

€2. Allah has already ordained for you (O men) the absolution
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from your oaths. And Allah is your Protector and He is the
All-Knower, the All-Wise.»

¢3. And (remember) when the Prophet disclosed a matter in
confidence to one of his wives, then she told it. And Allah made
it known to him; he informed part thereof and left a part. Then
when he told her thereof, she said: “Who told you this?"' He
said: "'The All-Knower, the All-Aware has told me."'y

¢4. If you two turn in repentance to Alldh, your hearts are
indeed so inclined; but if you help one another against him,
then verily, Allah is his Protector, and Jibril, and the righteous
among the believers; and after that the angels are his helpers.p

45. Maybe his Lord, if he divorces you, will give him instead of
you, wives better than you - submitting, believers, obedient,
turning to Allah in repentance, worshipping Allah sincerely,
Sa’ihat, previously married, and virgins.p

Allah censures His Prophet i for Prohibiting Himself
from what He has allowed for Him

In the Book of Vows, Al-Bukhari recorded that ‘Ubayd bin
‘Umayr said that he heard ‘A’'ishah claiming that Allah’s
Messenger i used to stay for a period in the house of Zaynab
bint Jahsh and drink honey in her house. (She said) “Hafsah
and I decided that when the Prophet # entered upon either of
us, we would say, 1 smell Maghdfir'!! on you. Have you eaten
Maghdafir?’” When he entered upon one of us, she said that to
him. He replied (to her),

«No, but I drank honey in the house of Zaynab bint Jahsh, and
I will never drink it again .»”
Then the following was revealed;
€3 5 T2 0 0 Ged

4O Prophet! Why do you fobid that which Allah has allowed to
you?y up to,

Spas e ezt ze s e
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(1 The author explains below.
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&¢If you both turn in repentance to Allah, your hearts are indeed
so inclined ;%

in reference to ‘A’ishah and Hafsah.
€6i 2 5 3 550 T
§And (remembér) when the Prophet disclosed a matter in
confidence to one of his wives,$
which refers to this saying,
52 ._3,_,‘ )}. J;»

«But I have drunk honey.» Ibrahim bin Musa said that Hisham
said that it also meant his saying,

aisf el o 55 W Lis G5 G5, Hy

I will not drink it anymore, 1 have taken an oath to that.
Therefore, do not inform anybody about it »!'!

Al-Bukhari also recorded this Hadith in the Book of Divorce;!?
then he said, “Al-Maghdfir is a type of sap, and in Ar-Rimth (a
type of citrus) its taste is sweet...”

Al-Jawhari said, “The ‘Urfuf® is a tree of the shrub variety,
which secretes Maghfir.”

Muslim collected this Hadith from ‘A’ishah in the Book of
Divorce in his Sahih, and his wording is the same as Al-
Bukhari in the Book of Vows.!%

In the Book of Divorce, Al-Bukhari recorded that ‘A’ishah
said, “Allah’s Messenger # liked sweets and honey. After
performing the ‘Asr prayer, he used to visit his wives, going
close to them. So he went to Hafsah, daughter of ‘Umar, and
stayed with her more than his usual stay. I (‘A’ishah) became
jealous and asked about that. It was said to me, ‘A woman of
her family sent her a small vessel of honey as a gift, and she
gave a drink to Alldh’s Messenger made from it.’ I said, By
Allah, we will contrive a plot against him.’ I said to Sawdah
bint Zam‘ah, ‘When the Messenger visits you and draws close

Il Fath Al-Bari 11:572.

121 path Al-Bari 9:287.

3 g appears in a narration that follows.
1% Muslim 2:1100.
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to you, say to him, ‘Have you eaten Maghdfi?’ And when he
says to you, No’, then ask him, ‘What is this odor?’ He will
say to you, ‘Hafsah has given me a drink of honey.” Then you
should say to him, The honeybees might have eaten from
Urfut, and 1 will also say the same to him. Safiyyah, you
should also say this.’ Sawdah later said, ‘It was under
compulsion that I had decided to state that which you told
me; soon, by Allah, he was standing at my door.” So when
Allah’s Messenger i came near her, she said, ‘O Messenger of
Allah! Did you eat Maghdfir?’ He said, ‘No.’ She again said,
‘Then what is this odor?’ He said,

«Hafsah gave me honey to drink.» She said, The honeybees might
have eaten from Urfut.»”

‘A’ishah continued, “When he came to me I said the same to
him. He then visited Safiyyah and she also said similar to him.
When he again visited Hafsah, she said, ‘O Messenger of Allah,
should I not give you that (drink)?’ He said,

i JEE Y
o] do not need it.» Sawdah said, ‘By Allah! We have prevented
him from drinking honey.’ I said to her, Keep quiet!’ "'} Muslim
also recorded this Hadith,”¥ but this wording is from Al-Bukhari.
In the narration of Muslim, ‘A'ishah said, “The Messenger of
Allah 3 used to hate to have a bad odor coming from him™°!

This is why they suggested to him that he ate Maghdfir,
because it causes a bad odor. When he said,

s L 1:“ Jo
«No, I had some honey.» They said that the bees ate from a tree
that is called Al-Urfut, which has Maghdfir gum, suggesting that

this is the reason behind the bad odor they claimed was coming
from him.

The latter narration, collected through Urwah from ‘A’ishah,
mentions that it was Hafgsah who gave the Prophet 4% the honey.

11 Fath Al-Bari 9:287.
121 Muslim 2:1101,1102.
Bl Muslim 2:1102.
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In another narration collected from Ubayd bin ‘Umayr, from
‘A’ishah, it was Zaynab bint Jahsh who gave the honey to the
Prophet i, while ‘A’ishah and Hafsah were the plotters. Allah
knows best. Some might say that they were two separate
incidents. However, it is not likely that the Aydt were revealed
about both incidents, if indeed they were two separate
incidents. Allah knows best. A Hadith that Imam Ahmad
collected in the Musnad mentions that ‘A'ishah and Hafsah
were the plotters. Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said,
“I was eager to ask ‘Umar about the two ladies among the
wives of the Prophet %, about whom Allah said,

-, err et fs i e
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¢If you two turn in repentance to Allah your hearts are indeed
so inclined ;¥

Then I performed Hajj along with ‘Umar, and on our way back
from Hajj he went aside (to relieve himself). I also went aside
along with him carrying a tumbler of water. When he finished
and returned, I poured water on his hands from the tumbler
and he performed ablution. I said, ‘O Commander of the
faithfull Who were the two ladies among the wives of the
Prophet #, to whom Allah said,

b e P
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&If you two turn in repentance to Allah your hearts are indeed
so inclined»?’

‘Umar said, 1 am astonished at your question, O Ibn ‘Abbas.’”
- Az-Zuhri (a subnarrator) said that Umar did not like the
question, but he still answered it, saying that they were
‘A’ishah and Hafsah.

“Then ‘Umar went on relating the story and said, ‘We, the
people of Quraysh, used to have authority over our women.
But when we came to live with the Ansar, we noticed that the
Ansari women had the upper hand over their men, so our
women started acquiring the habits of the Ansari women. At
that time, I was residing at the house of Umayyah bin Zayd,
in Al-‘Awali.'"!! Once I got angry with my wife, and she talked
back to me; I disliked her answering me back. She said, ‘Why

A place on the north-eastern outskirts of Al-Madinah.
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do you dislike me talking back to you? By Allah, the wives of
the Prophet # talk back to him, and some of them may not
speak with him for the whole day, until nightfall.’

Then I went to Hafsah and asked her, ‘Do you talk back to
Allah’s Messenger?’ She said, Yes.’ I asked, Does any of you
keep Alldh’s Messenger angry all day long, until night?’ She
replied, ‘Yes.’ I said, ‘Whoever among you does this is a
ruined, losing person! Doesn’t she fear that Allah may get
angry for the anger of His Messenger and, thus, she will be
ruined? Don’t ask Allah’s Messenger too many things, and
don’t retort him in any case. Demand from me whatever you
like, and don’t be tempted to imitate your neighbor, for she is
more beautiful than you, and more beloved to Alldh's
Messenger than you.’ He meant ‘A’ishah.

I, and an Ansari neighbor of mine used to visit the Prophet
# in turns. He used to go one day, and 1 another day. When I
went I would bring him the news of what had happened that
day regarding the revelation and when he went, he used to do
the same for me.

In those days it was rumored that the Ghassan (tribe) were
- preparing their horses to invade us. My companion went and
returned to us at night and knocked at my door. I came out to
him. He said that a grave thing happened. I asked him, ‘What
" is it? Have Ghassan come?’ He replied that it was worse and
more serious than that, adding that Allah’s Messenger i had
divorced all his wives. 1 said, ‘Hafsah is a ruined loser! I
expected that would happen some day.’

So I dressed myself and I performed the Subh prayer. [ went
to Hafsah and found her weeping. 1 asked her, ‘Has Alldh’s
Messenger divorced all of you?’ She replied, 1 don’t know. He
is there alone in the upper room.’ I went to the upper room
and asked a black slave of the Prophet # to ask for his
permission to see me, and the boy went in and then came out
saying, 1 mentioned you to him and he remained silent.’ I
then went out and came to the Minbar and found a group of
people around it and some of them were weeping.

1 sat with them for some time, but could not endure the
situation. So, I requested to the boy, ‘Will you get the
permission for ‘Umar?’ He went in and then came out saying,
T mentioned you to him, but he did not reply.” So, I went to

©
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Minbar and sat with the people who were sitting by the
Minbar, but I could not bear the situation, so I went to the
boy again and said, ‘Will you get the permission for Umar?’ He
went in and brought the same reply as before. When | was
leaving, behold, he called me saying, ‘Allah’s Messenger has
granted you permission.” So, I entered the Prophet’s room,
greeted him with the Salam and saw him lying on a mat
without bedding on it, and the mat had left its mark on the
body of the Prophet .

I said, ‘Have you divorced your wives, O Allah’s Messenger?’
He raised his eyes to me and replied no. I said, ‘Allahu Akbar.
O Allah’s Messenger! We, the people of Quraysh used to have
the upper hand over our women. But when we came to Al-
Madinah, we found a people whose women had the upper
hand over them. Our women started learning this behavior
from them. Once, I got angry with my wife, and she talked
back to me. I disliked that behavior from her and she said,
‘Why do you dislike that I talk back to you? By Allah, the
Prophet’s wives talk back to him and one of them would
ignore him the whole day, until the night.” I said to her,
‘Whoever does this among them is the ruined loser! Does she
feel safe from Allah getting angry with her on account of His
Messenger’s anger? In that case, she would be ruined.’ On
that the Prophet # smiled.

I then said, ‘O Allah’s Messenger! I went to Hafsah and said
to her, ‘Do not be tempted to imitate your companion
(‘A’ishah) for she is more beautiful than you and more beloved
to the Prophet.” The Prophet # smiled again. When I saw him
smiling, I said, ‘Does the Messenger feel calm?’ He said, ‘Yes.’
So, I sat down and cast a glance at the room, and by Allah, 1
couldn'’t see anything of importance, except three hides. I said,
‘Invoke Alldh, O Allah’s Messenger, to make your followers
prosperous, for the Persians and the Byzantines have been
made prosperous and given worldly luxuries, even though they
do not worship Allah.’ The Prophet # sat upright and said,

eI B g a3 2 258 Gl 1o lE g e du i
«O Ibn Al-Khattab! Do you have any doubt? These people have
been given rewards of their good deeds in this world only .»

I asked the Prophet i, ‘Please beg Allah’s forgiveness for me,
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O Allah’s Messenger.’ The Prophet # swore that he would not
go to his wives for one month, because of his severe anger
towards them, until Allah the Exalted and Most Honored
censured him.”!") Al-Bukhari, Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-
Nasal also collected this Hadith using various chains of
narration.””? Al-Bukhari and Muslim also collected it from Ibn
‘Abbas, who said, “For a whole year, I was eager to ask Umar
bin Al-Khattab about an Ayah. However, I hesitated out of
respect for him. Once, he went on a Hajj trip and 1 accompanied
him. On our way back, he stopped to relieve himself behind some
trees of Arak. I stopped until he finished and then walked along
with him and asked him, ‘O Leader of the believers! Who are the
two women who helped each other (or plotted) against the
Prophet 7”3 This is the narration that Al-Bukhari
collected, while Muslim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas asked, “Who
are the two women about whom Allah the Exalted said,
¢al Vels ¥

¢but if you help one another against him,$?”
‘Umar replied, “A’ishah and Hafsah.”* Muslim mentioned the
rest of the Hadith.
Muslim also recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said that ‘Umar bin Al-
Khattab said to him, “When Allah’s Messenger i# stayed away
from his wives, I entered the Masjid and found people striking
the ground with pebbles. They said, ‘Allah’s Messenger has
divorced his wives.’ That occurred before Hijab was commanded. I
said to myself, I must investigate this news today.’ ”

So he mentioned the Hadith in which he went to ‘A’ishah
and Hafsah and admonished them. He then said, T went in
and found Rabah, the servant of Allah’s Messenger 3%, sitting
on a window sill. I called, ‘O Rabah, seek permission for me
from Allah’s Messenger.’”

He then mentioned the story as we mentioned above. Umar
continued, “I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, what trouble do you

1) Ahmad 1:33,34.

2l Path Al-Bari 9:187, 5:137, Muslim 2:111, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi
9:224, An-Nasa'i in Al-Kubrd 5:366.

Bl Fath Al-Bari 8:525.
14 Muslim 2:1108.
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feel from your wives? If you have divorced them, verily Allah is
with you, His angels, Jibril, Mikal, I, Abu Bakr and the rest of
believers are with you.’

Often, when I talked, all praise is due to Allah, I hoped that
Allah would testify to the words that I uttered. And so the
Ayat of option!!! was revealed. Allah said,

€55 e ol A S o 4 2p

¢Maybe his Lord, if he divorces you, will give him in your
place wives better than you,$ and,

€ b G5 15 Al el D B M50 3 AT 3 W vl opd
¢but if you help one another against him, then verily, Allah is

his Protector, and [ibril, and the righteous among the believers;
and after that the angels are his helpers.»

I said, ‘Messenger of Allah, have you divorced them?’ He said,
‘No.” I stood at the door of the Masjid and called out at the top
of my voice, ‘The Messenger of Alldh has not divorced his
wives.’ It was on this occasion that this Ayah was revealed,

22, Aot
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€ BRI ot 4 2 A
¢When any matter pertaining to peace or alarm comes to them,
they broadcast it; whereas, if they would refer it to the
Messenger and those who have been entrusted with authority

among them, those of them who are engaged in obtaining
intelligence would indeed know (what to do with) it.»(4:83)

It was 1 who understood (and properly investigated) this
matter.”?)

Similar was said by Sa‘id bin Jubayr, Tkrimah, Mugqatil bin
Hayyan, Ad-Dahhak and others.®! The Ayah,
€l Bd
dand the righteous among the believers ;»
refers to Abu Bakr and ‘Umar. Al-Hasan Al-Basri added

”' Allowing the Prophet 5 to choose between divorcing his wives or not.
2l Muslim 2:1105.
131 At-Tabari 23:486.
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‘Uthman to them. Layth bin Abi Sulaym said from Mujahid:
€l fp

4and the righteous among the believers ;% includes ‘Ali bin Abi Talib

al.s‘\(;:Bukhé.ri recorded that Anas said, “ Umar said, ‘The wives of

tthh:nl:rophet'g;g were all jealous for his affection, and I said to

€55 e 65 A0 J KA o 2 oz d

¢Maybe his Lord, if he divorces you, will give him instead of

you, wives better than you .»
Thereafter, this Ayah was revealed.’ "'l We mentioned before
that Umar said statements that were confirmed by the Qur’an,
such as about the revelation about Hijdb [see 33:53] and the
captive idolators after the battle of Badr [see 8:67]. Umar’s
suggestion to take the Station of Ibrahim as a place for prayer
and Allah revealed this Ayah;

=, Zon
€2l 2o A L LAY

4And take you the Maqgam (station) of Ibrahim as a place of

prayer.¥ (2:125)
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Anas said that Umar bin Al-
Khattab said, “I heard news that the Mothers of the faithful
had a dispute with the Prophet #. So I advised them, saying,
‘Either stop bothering Allah’s Messenger or Allah might provide
him better wives than you.” When I was talking to the last one
among the Mothers of the faithful, she said, ‘O Umar! Is it
that the Messenger of Allah cannot advise his wives, so that
you interfere between him and them?’ I stopped upon hearing
this from her, but Allah revealed;

L0k oL o5 E
¢Maybe his Lord, if he divorces you, will give him instead of you, -
wives better than you, submitting, believers, obedient, worshipping,
Sa'ihat, previously married and virgins. "1
W Fath Al-Bari 8:528.

21 At-Tabari 23:488.
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€6. O you who believe! Protect yourselves and your families
against a Fire (Hell) whose fuel is men and stones, over which

- are (appointed) angels stern (and) severe, who disobey not the
commands they receive from Allah, but do that which they are
commanded .$

&7. (It will be said in the Hereafter) O you who disbelieve!
Make no excuses this Day! You are being requited only for
what you used to do.y

¢8. O you who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere repentance!
It may be that your Lord will expiate from you your sins, and
admit you into Gardens under which rivers flow - the Day that
Allah will not disgrace the Prophet and those who believe with
him. Their light will run forward before them and in their right
hands. They will say: "Our Lord! Keep perfect our light for us
and grant us forgiveness. Verily, You are Able to do all
things."'»

Teaching One’s Family the Religion and Good Behavior
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn ‘Abbas;

45 Kb S5 Gy
¢Protect yourselves and your families against a Fire (Hell)y

He said, “Work in the obedience of Allah, avoid disobedience of
Allah and order your families to remember Allah, then Alldh
will save you from the Fire.”!! Mujahid also commented on:

466 K56 K24
4Protect yourselves and your families against a Fire (Hell)p

saying, “Have Taqwa of Allah and order your family to have
Taqwa of Him.”? Qatadah said, “He commands obedience to
Allah, to not disobey Allah, he orders his family to obey His
orders and helps them to act upon His orders. When one sees
disobedience, he stops them and forbids them from doing
it.*) Similar was said by Ad-Dahhak and Mugqatil; “It is an

11 At-Tabari 23:491.
(2} At-Tabari 23:492.
181 At-Tabari 23:492.
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obligation for the Muslim to teach his near family members,
and his male and female slaves what Allah has made
obligatory for them and what Allah has forbidden for them."!!

There is a Hadith that confirms the meaning of this Ayah.
Ahmad, Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi recorded that Ar-Rabi’
bin Sabrah said that his father said that the Messenger of
Allah #; said,

1gde 150,50 o SR8 AL BB (G mon B3] 3NGIL Sl 1y

tOrder the children to pray when they reach the age of seven

and when they reach the age of ten, discipline them for (not

performing) it.»

This is the narration that Abu Dawud collected; At-Tirmidhi
said, “This Hadith is Hasan.”?

Fuel for Hell and a Description of its Angels
Allah said,
€l AOT B

dwhose fuel is men and stones,$ indicating that the Children of
Adam will be fuel for the Fire that will feed it,

€S0l
4and stonesd in reference to the idols that were worshipped, just
as Allah said in another Ayah,
( /{//- P d‘ VJ; o cz 2 // -}E

¢Certainly you and that which you are worshlpping now

besides Allah, are (but) fuel for Hell!y (21:98)
‘Abdullah bin Mast%d, Mujahid, Abu Ja‘far Al-Bagir and As-
Suddi said that these are sulfur stones that are more putrid
than rotten corpses, according to Mujahid."®!
Allah’s statement,

» 23, 8¢ -
Moy b KL Ly

(1) Al-Qurtubi 18:196.
12l Ahmad 3:404, Abu Dawud 1:332, Tuhfat ALAhwadhi 2:445.
] At-Tabari 1:381.
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&over which are (appointed) angels stern (and) severe,d

means, their nature of behavior is stern, because the mercy
has been taken out of their hearts for those who disbelieve in
Allah,

€Ly
4severep meaning, their structure is powerful, strong and
frightening,
L Ft R ".’njfi L&l 5,55 ¥
4who disobey not the commands they receive from Allah, but do
that which they are commanded .»

meaning, whatever Allah commands them, they rush to obey
Him, without delay for even a twinkling of an eye. They are
able to fulfill the command; they are called Az-Zabdniyah,
meaning, the keepers and guards of Hell, may Allah give us
shelter from them.

No Excuse will be accepted from the Disbeliever on the
Day of Resurrection
Allah said,
s A G5 O S B o i
40 you who disbelieve! Make no excuses this Day! You are
being requited only for what you used to do.

meaning, on the Day of Resurrection, the disbeliever will be
told, “Do not offer any excuse this Day, because it will not be
accepted from you; you will only be recompensed for what you
used to do. Today, you will receive the punishment for your
actions.”

Encouraging sincere Repentance
Allah the Exalted said,
€05 03 B 0 e ot ey
4O you who believe! Turn to Allah with sincere repentance!y

meaning, a true, firm repentance that erases the evil sins that
preceded it and mend the shortcoming of the repenting
person, encouraging and directing him to quit the evil that he



Siirah 66. At-Tahrim (6-8) (Part-28) 71
used to do. Allah said,

&It may be that your Lord will expiate from you your sins, and
admit you into Gardens under which rivers flowy

And when Allah says, “it may be,” it means He shall.

&R o oy 80 B 52 9 15
4the Day that Allah will not disgrace the Prophet and those
who believe with himp

meaning, on the Day of Resurrection, Allah will not disgrace
those who believed in the Prophet 5,

S R s s
&Their light will run forward before them and in their right
hands.p
as we explained in Sarat Al-Hadid,!"!

oy Yoo § 3 T 05 656 1
¢They will say: ""Our Lord! Keep perfect our light for us and
grant us forgiveness. Verily, You are Able to do all things."y

Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and Al-Hasan Al-Basri and other said,
“This is the statement that the believers will say on the Day of
Resurrection, when they witness the light of the hypocrites
being extinguished.”?

Imam Ahmad recorded that a man from the tribe of Banu
Kinanah said, “I prayed behind the Messenger of Allah #z
during the year of the Conquest (of Makkah), and heard him
say,

IV A s

[CFINT

«Q Allah! Please, do not disgrace me on the Day of
Resurrection vl

1!} See volume nine, the Tafsir of Sturat Al-Hadid (57 :12).
2 At-Tabari 23:496.
31 Ahmad 4:234.
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49. O Prophet! Strive hard against the disbelievers and the
hypocrites, and be severe against them ; their abode will be Hell,
and worst indeed is that destination.)

¢10. Allah sets forth an example for those who disbelieve: the
wife of Nith and the wife of Liit. They were under two of our
righteous servants, but they both betrayed them. So, they
availed them not against Allah and it was said : *'Enter the Fire
along with those who enter!"'$

The Command for Jihdd against the Disbelievers and
the Hypocrites

Allah the Exalted orders His Messenger # to perform Jihad
against the disbelievers and hypocrites, the former with
weapons and armaments and the later by establishing Allah’s
legislated penal code,

¢k Hby
dand be severe against themp meaning, in this life,
sl 535 2508, il
¢their abode will be Hell, and worst indeed is that destination.»
that is, in the Hereafter.

The Disbeliever shall never benefit from His Believing
Relative on the Day of Resurrection

Allah the exalted said,
458 i S5 8 s
¢Allah sets forth an example for those who disbelieved
meaning, the disbelievers who live together in this life with
Muslims, their mixing and mingling with Muslims will not help
the disbelievers, nor will it avail them with Allah, until and

unless they gain faith in their hearts. Then Allah mentioned
the parable, saying,
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¢the wife of Nith and the wife of Liit. They were under two of
our righteous servants,

means, they were the wives of two of Alldh’s Messengers and
were their companions by day and night, eating with them and
sleeping with them, as much as any marriage contains of
interaction between spouses. However,

AT

&they both betrayed them.y meaning, in the faith, they did not
adhere to the faith sent through their husbands nor accepted
their message. Therefore, all the intimate knowledge of their
husbands neither helped them nor prevented punishment,
hence Alldh’s statement,

4So, they availed them not against Allahy means, because their
wives were disbelievers,
£3-35%
€and it was saidy meaning, to these wives,
L it = SAN AT
&Enter the Fire along with those who enter!®
The part of the Ayah that reads,

LGP

¢but they both betrayed themy does not pertain to committing
illegal sexual intercourse, but to refusing to accept the religion.
Surely, the wives of the Prophets were immune from committing
illegal sexual intercourse on account of the honor that Allah
has granted His Prophets, as we explained in Surat An-Nar.!!)
Al-‘Awfi reported from Ibn ‘Abbas, “They betrayed them by
not following their religion. The wife of Prophet Nah used to
expose his secrets, informing his oppressive people whenever
any person embraced the faith with Nuh. As for the wife of

) This was briefly mentioned in volume seven, in the Tafsir of Sirat
An-Nar (24 :26).
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Prophet Lut, she used to inform the people of the city (Sodom),
who committed the awful sexual act (sodomy), whenever a
guest was entertained by her husband.”!! Ad-Dahhak
reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “No wife of a Prophet ever
committed adultery and fornication. Rather, they betrayed
them by refusing to follow their religion.”?! Similar was said
by Tkrimah, Sa‘id bin Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak and others."!
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€11. And Allah has set forth an example for those who believe :
the wife of Fir'awn, when she said: "My Lord! Build for me a
home with You in Paradise, and save me from Fir'awn and his
work, and save me from the people who are wrongdoers.y

€12. And Maryam, the daughter of ‘Imran who guarded her
chastity (private part). And We breathed into it through Our
Rith, and she testified to the truth of her Lords Kalimat, and
His Kutub, and she was of the Qanitin.$

The Disbelievers can cause no Harm to the Believers

This is a parable that Allah made of the believers, in that, if
they needed to, their association with the disbelievers will not
harm them. Alldh the Exalted said,

. . S S s e v a egte . 2e &
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4Let not the believers take the disbelievers as protecting friends
instead of the believers, and whoever does that, will never be
helped by Allah in any way, except you indeed fear a danger
from them.y (3:28)

Qatadah said, “Fir‘awn was the most tyrannical among the

11} At-Tabari 23:498.
[2) At-Tabari 23:498.
3] At-Tabari 23 :498.
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people of the earth and the most disbelieving. By Allah! His
wife was not affected by her husband’s disbelief, because she
obeyed her Lord. Therefore, let it be known that Allah is the Just
Judge Who will not punish anyone except for their own sins. 1)

Ibn Jarir recorded that Sulayman said, “The wife of Firawn
was tortured under the sun and when Firawn would finish
the torture session, the angels would shade her with their
wings. She was shown her house in Paradise.”?!

Ibn Jarir said that Al-Qasim bin Abi Bazzah said, “Fir‘awn’s
wife used to ask, ‘Who prevailed?” When she was told, ‘Musa
and Haran prevailed’, she said, 1 believe in the Lord of Musa
and Harun.' Firawn sent his aides to her and said to them,
‘Find the biggest stone. If she insists on keeping her faith,
throw the stone on her, otherwise she is my wife. When they
came to her, she looked up to the sky and was able to see her
house in Paradise. She persisted on the faith and her soul was
then captured. The stone was thrown on her lifeless body.”?
This is the meaning of her statement,

€A 55 o g5 AT g G Bke J 5T 5P
€My Lord! Build for me a home with You in Paradise, and
save me from Fir'awn and his work,$

means, ‘deliver me from him, because I am innocent of his
actions,’

r
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¢and save me from the people who are wrongdoers.p

Her name was Asiyah bint Muzahim, may Allah be pleased
with her.

Allah said,
€65 st o i G g
¢And Maryam, the daughter of ‘Imran who guarded her
chastity (private part).»

) At-Tabari 23:500.
(2] At-Tabari 23 :500.

13 At-Tabari 23:500. See the section about reports such as this and
the previous in the beginning of this book.
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meaning, who protected and purified her honor, by being
chaste and free of immorality,

€Cot) 02 50 \CXED
¢And We breathed into it (private part) through Our Rith,»

meaning, through the angel Jibril. Allah sent the angel Jibril
to Maryam, and he came to her in the shape of a man in
every respect. Alldh commanded him to blow into a gap of her
garment and that breath went into her womb through her
private part; this is how Tsd was conceived. This is why Allah
said here,
(‘},-’:33 G K S35 Gl on 4 ERIED
¢And We breathed into it through Our Rah, and she testified
to the truth of her Lords Kalimat, and His Kutub,)

meaning His decree and His legislation.

€Gell 5 26)

dand she was of the Qanitin.p

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The Messenger
of Alladh & drew four lines on the ground and said,

LI EHAT

‘Do you know what these lines represent?»
They said, ‘Allah and His Messenger know best.’ He i said,
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“The best among the women of Paradise are Khadijah bint
Khuwaylid, Fatimah bint Muhammad, Maryam bint ‘Imran
and Asiyah bint Muzahim, wife of Fir'awn !}

It is confirmed in the Two Sahihs from Abu Musa Al-Ash‘ari
that the Messenger of Allah # said,
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1 Ahmad 1:293.
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tMany men have reached the level of perfection, but none
among women have reached this level except Asiyah ~ Fir'awn's
wife, Maryam-the daughter of ‘Imran, and Khadijah-the
daughter of Khuwaylid. And no doubt, the superiority of
‘A'ishah to other women is like the superiority of Tharid to
other meals .ol
In my book, Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah,” 1 have mentioned
these Hadiths using their various chains of narration in
relating the story of Prophet Tsa and his mother Maryam,
peace be upon them, all praise be to Allah.

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surat At-Tahrim, all thanks
and praise are due to Allah.

1) Fath Al-Bari 6:514, Muslim 4:1886. Tharid is an Arabian dish
prepared of broth and bread.

12| A1-Bidayah wan-Nihayah 2 :61.
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The Tafsir of Siurat Al-Mulk
(Chapter - 67)

Which was revealed in Makkah

The Virtues of Siirat Al-Mulk

Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Hurayrah that Allah’s
Messenger £ said,

...... il

o ol B3P 10 0 B Gl SRS G o5 3 5552
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tVerily, there is a chapter in the Qur'an which contains thxrty
Ayat that will intercede on behalf of its reciter until he is
forgiven. (It is): &Blessed be He in Whose Hand is the
dominion .po!*}
This Hadith was collected by At-Tirmidhi and the four Sunan
Compilers. At-Tirmidhi said concerning it, “This is a Hasan
Hadith."?
At-Tabardni and Al-Hafiz Ad-Diya’ Al-Maqdisi both recorded
from Anas that the Messenger of Allah # said,

zzzzzz
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tThere is a chapter of the Qur'an that will argue on behalf of
its reciter until it causes him to enter into Paradise. (It is):
4Blessed be He in Whose Hand is the dominion .p»

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

1l Ahmad 2:321.

2l Abu Dawud 2:119, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8:200, An-Nasa® in Al
Kubra 6:496, and Ibn Mijah 2:1244,

B) At-Tabarani in Al-Awsat 4 :391.
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§1. Blessed be He in Whose Hand is the dominion; and He is
Able to do all things.p

§2. Who has created death and life that He may test you which
of you is best in deed. And He is the Almighty, the Oft-
Forgiving ;%

€3. Who has created the seven heavens one above the other;

you can see no fault in the creation of the Most Gracious. Then
look again. Can you see any rifts?%

44. Then look again and yet again, your sight will return to
you Khasi', and worn out.p

&5. And indeed We have adorned the nearest heaven with
lamps, and We have made such lamps (as) missiles to drive
away the Shayatin, and have prepared for them the torment of
the blazing Fire.¥

Glorification of Allah and mentioning the Creation of
Death, Life, the Heavens and the Stars

Allah the Exalted glorifies His Noble Self and informs that the
dominion is in His Hand. This means that He deals with all of
His creatures however He wishes and there is none who can
reverse His decree. He is not questioned concerning what He
does because of His force, His wisdom and His justice. For this
reason Allah says,

€ b § R
¢and He is Able to do all things.p
Then Allah says,

€55 &35 5 iy
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¢Who has created death and lifep Those who say that death is an
existing creation use this Ayah as a proof because it is
something that has been created. This Ayah means that He
brought creation into existence from nothing in order to test
the creatures. He examines them to see which of them will be
best in deeds. This is similar to Allah’s statement,

€ G kg G 285 3
¢How can you disbelieve in Allah? Seeing that you were dead
and He gave you life.$ (2:28)

In this Ayah Allah named the first stage, which is non-
existence, “death.” Then he named the origin or beginning of
existence, “life.” This is why Allah says,

PR B IR
¢Then He will give death, then again will bring you to life ( on
the Day of Resurrection)} (2:28).
Concerning Alldh’s statement,

61 51 8 ety
€He may test you which of you is best in deed.p

it means best in deeds. This is as Muhammad bin ‘Ajlan said.
It should be noted that Allah did not say “which of you does
the most deeds.” Alldh then says,

€500 5 53
¢And He is the Almighty, the Oft-Forgiving.p

This means that He is the Almighty, the Most Great, the Most
Powerful and the Most Honorable. However, along with this He
is Most Forgiving to whoever turns to Him in repentance and
seeks His pardon after having disobeyed Him and opposed His
commandment. Even though Alldh is Almighty, He also
forgives, shows mercy, pardons and excuses. Then Allah says,

€ 52 2 5 oy

¢Who has created the seven heavens one above the other ;%
meaning stacked one on top of the other. Are they connected
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to each other, meaning that they are in elevated ascension,
some of them being stacked above others, or separated with
space between them? There are two views concerning this, and
the most correct opinion seems to be the latter as is proven in

the Hadith of Isra’ (the Prophet’s Night Journey) and other
narrations.

Concerning Allah’s statement,
G o S 55D
€you can see no fault in the creation of the Most Gracious.p

means, it (the creation) is done in a flawless manner, and
these are connected with each other so as to forms a straight
level, having no disunion, conflict, inconsistency, deficiency,
flaw or defect. This is the reason that Allah says,

€l on o 36 St P
v 4Then look again. Can you see any rifts?$

meaning, look at the sky and pay close attention to it. Do you
see any flaw, deficiency, defect or rifts in it? Ibn ‘Abbas,
Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Ath-Thawri and others said concerning
Allah’s statement,

¢ ,:L Ja sz @JW

€Then look again. Can you see any rifts?p that it means cracks.!!
As-Suddi said that,
bl o0 o5

4Can you see any rifts?p means any tears.m Qatadah said,

bl o o5 3
¢Can you see any rifts?$ means, ‘do you see any defects O Son of
Adam (mankind)?’
In reference to Allah’s statement,

4«';.;{ Al c;:i (")

) Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 8:235, Al-Qurtubi 18:209, and At-Tabari
23:507.

2l Al-Qurtubi 18:209.
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&Then look again and yet again,$
Qatadah said, “It means (look) twice.”

€66 JCN ad) cly

gyour sight will return to you Khasi’,»

Ibn ‘Abbas said that Khdsi’ means humiliated.!”! Mujahid and
Qatadah both said that it means despised.!?!

B s sEe

S Ay

$and worn out.

Ibn ‘Abbads said that this means it will be exhausted.!®
Mujahid, Qatadah and As-Suddi all said that it means broken
down fatigue that comes from weakness. Thus, the Ayah
means that if you continuously looked, no matter how much
you look, your sight will return to you.

¢ECP

§Khasi'y
due to the inability to see any flaw or defect (in Allah’s
creation).

€5t WP
dand worn out.d

meaning, exhausted and broken down feebleness due to the
great amount of repeated looking without being able to detect
any deficiency. Then, after Allah negated any deficiency in the
creation of the heavens, He explains their perfection and
beauty. He says,

e o

§ppnn GO 4080 &5 S5y

¢And indeed We have adorned the nearest heaven with lamps,$

This refers to the stars which have been placed in the
heavens, some moving and some stationary.

11 At-Tabari 23:507.
12] At-Tabari 23 :507.
Bl Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 8:235.
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In Allah’s statement,

€L v Gy

d¢and We have made them (as) missiles to drive away the

Shayatin,
The pronoun ‘them’ in His statement, “and We have made
them” is the same type of statement as the stars being
referred to as lamps. This does not mean that they are
actually missiles, because the stars in the sky are not thrown.
Rather, it is the meteors beneath them that are thrown and
they are taken from the stars. And Allah knows best.
Concerning Allah’s statement,

a2l S5 A EEy
¢and We have prepared for them the torment of the blazing
Fire.»

means, ‘We have made this disgrace for the devils in this life
and We have prepared for them the torment of the blazing Fire
in the Hereafter.’ This is as Allah said in the beginning of
Surat As-Saffat,

pEINESR e {j,,a,’ R g Jﬂ\ g G5 65 63
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¢Verily, We have adorned the near heaven with the stars (for
beauty). And to guard against every rebellious devil. They
cannot listen to the higher group (angels) for they are pelted
from every side. Outcast, and theirs is a constant (or painful)
torment. Except such as snatch away somethmg by stealing,

and they are pursued by a flaming fire of piercing brighiness.
[37:6-7)

Qatadah said, “These stars were only created for three
purposes: Allah created them as adornment for the heaven
(sky), as missiles for the devils and as signs for navigation.
Therefore, whoever seeks to interpret any other meanings for
them other than these, then verily he has spoken with his own
opinion, he has lost his portion and burdened himself with
that which he has no knowledge of.” Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi
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¢6. And for those who
disbelieve in their Lord
is the torment of Hell,
and worst indeed is that
destination .

¢7. When they are cast
therein, they will hear
its Shahtg while it is
simmering.$

48. It almost bursts up with fury. Every time a group is cast
therein, its keepers will ask: "'Did no warner come to you?''y

49. They will say: 'Yes, indeed a warner did come to us, but
we rejected him and said: 'Allah never sent down anything;

you are only in great error.’ "'

410. And they will say: "Had we but listened or used our
intelligence, we would not have been among the dwellers of the

blazing Fire!"y

4¢11. Then they will confess their sin. So, away with the

dwellers of the blazing Fire!p

(1 At-Tabari 23:508.
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The Description of Hell and Those Who will enter into it
Allah the Exalted says,

€39
4¢andp meaning, ‘and We have prepared,’
¢for those who disbelieve in their Lord is the torment of Hell,

and worst indeed is that destination.p

This means that this will be the worst end and a terrible
destiny.

€l A g Uiy
€When they are cast therein, they will hear its Shahigy
Ibn Jarir said, “This means the sound of shouting.” [!

¢35 &
dwhile it is simmering.p» Ath-Thawri said, “It will boil them just
as a small number of seeds are boiled in a lot of water.”
Then Allah says,

¢35 5 55 K5

&It almost bursts up with fury.p meaning, some parts of it almost
break apart from other parts due to the severity of its rage and
anger with them. ‘

A2e o 2%
81
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¢Every time a group is cast therein, its keepers will ask: “Did
no warner come to you?" They will say: ''Yes, indeed a warner
did come to us, but we rejected him and said : ‘Allah never sent
down anything ; you are only in great error.’ "'}
In these Ayat Allih reminds of His justice in dealing with His
creatures and that He does not punish anyone until the proof
has been established against them and a Messenger has been
sent to them. This is similar to Allah’s statement,

(1) At-Tabari 23:508.
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¢And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger.p
(17:15]

Alléh also says,
,uga.p b T 06 G 5l W g 5
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¢till when they reach it, the gates thereof will be opened. And
its keepers will say, 'Did not the Messengers come to you _from
yourselves, reciting to you the Ayat of your Lord, and warning
you of the meeting of this Day of yours?"” They will say:
“Yes,” but the Word of torment has been justified against the
disbelievers!"'y [39:71]

Thus, they have no recourse but to blame themselves and they
will feel remorseful when such remorse will be of no benefit to
them. They will say,

$plil A g R e dad FEE

&Had we but listened or used our intelligence, we would not
have been among the dwellers of the blazing Fire!y

meaning, ‘if we would have benefited from our intellects or
listened to the truth that Allah revealed, we would not have
been disbelieving in Allah and misguided about Him. But we
did not have understanding to comprehend what the
Messengers came with, and we did not have the intelligence to
guide us to following them.’ Allah then says,
S0 5N €25 05 Lty
§Then they will confess their sin. So, away with the dwellers of
the blazing Fire!y

Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Al-Bakhtari At-Tai that he
heard from one of the Companions that the Messenger of Allah
## said,
(il G 1538 B L0 Bl
«The people will not be destroyed until they themselves confess
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their guilt o)
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¢12. Verily, those who fear their Lord unseen, theirs will be

forgiveness and a great reward.»

¢13. And whether you keep your talk secret or disclose it,
verily, He is the All-Knower of what is in the breasts.

414. Should not He Who has created know? And He is the
Most Kind and Courteous, All-Aware .p

¢15. He it is Who has made the earth subservient to you; so
walk in the paths thereof and eat of His provision. And to Him
will be the resurrection.d

The Reward of those Who fear their Lord unseen

Allah informs of he who fears standing before his Lord, being
frightened about matters between himself and Alldh when he
is not in the presence of other people. So he refrains from
disobedience and he performs acts of obedience when no one
sees him except Allah. Allah mentions that this person will
have forgiveness and a great reward. This means that his sins
will be remitted and he will be rewarded abundantly. This is

similar to what has been confirmed in the ’I‘wo Sahihs,

“&Yldef_’: “’JL&JL\E""’ Jtrl,

tThere are seven people whom Allah the Exalted will shade in
the shade of His Throne on the Day when there will be no shade
except its shade.»

Then he mentioned that among those people are:
Bia 3ia Woy G Sl )06 guss ol &6 st &
iy 55 G O LB Y 2w

tA man who is tempted by a beautiful woman of high social
status, but he says: ‘Verily, I fear Allah.’ Another person from

1 Ahmad 5:293.
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among them is a man who gives charity and he conceals it so
that his left hand does not know what his right hand spent ")

Then He says, while informing that He is aware of the
innermost conscience and secrets,

¢ L0005 2L & 5 L J 55 5)

>

¢And whether you keep your talk secret or disclose it, verily,
He is the All-Knower of what is in the breasts.

meaning, that which occurs in the hearts (ideas, thoughts,
etc.).
€ 7 g T
¢Should not He Who has created know?»
This means, ‘doesn’t the Creator know?’
A0 Al A5
¢And He is the Most Kind and Courteous, All-Aware (of
everything) .»

Allah’s Favor of subjugating the Earth to His Servants

Then Allah mentions His favor to His creation in subjugating
the earth to them, and making it subservient to them. This is
by His making it a stable abode and dwelling place. He placed
in it mountains and caused water springs to gush forth from
it. He fashioned pathways, and placed useful things in it and
places fertile for the growth of fruit and vegetation. Alldh says,

€S 3 VA5 9 S0 s ol )
¢He it is Who has made the earth subservient to you,; so walk
in the paths thereofy

meaning, travel wherever you wish throughout its regions and
frequent its countrysides and all the areas of its domain in
your various journeys to seek earnings and trade. And know
that your efforts will not benefit you anything unlegs Alldh
makes matters easy for you. Allah continues to say,

€55 o P

(' Fath Al-Bari 2:168, and Muslim 2:715.
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4and eat of His provision.»

Thus, striving by using the means (to attain something) does not
negate the necessity of depending upon Allah (At-Tawakkul).
This is similar to what Imam Ahmad recorded from ‘Umar bin
Al-Khattab, that he heard the Messenger of Allah say,

WGl LAl 855 w8 &5 i 5o i G085E

Wty £5%)
uf you would trust in Allah as He truly should be trusted in,
He would surely provide for you as He provides for the birds.

They set out in the morning with empty stomachs and return in
the evening with full stomachs »!!)

At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa1 and Ibn Majah all recorded this Hadith.
At-Tirmidhi said, “Hasan Sahih.” ! So this confirms that the
bird searches morning and evening for its sustenance while
depending upon Allah. For He is the Subduer, the Controller
and the One Who causes everything.

AT Ay
¢And to Him will be the resurrection.)

meaning, the place of return on the Day of Judgement. Ibn
‘Abbas, Mujahid, As-Suddi and Qatadah all said that
Manakibiha (its paths) means its outermost borders, its roads
and its regions."!
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€16. Do you feel secure that He, Who is over the heaven, will

not cause the earth to sink with you, and then it should
quake? :

i Ahmad 1:52.

@l Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8:8, An-Nasa® in Al-Kubrd, the book of Ar-
Raga'iq, Tuhfat Al-Ashraf8:79, and Ibn Majah 2 :1394,

[3) At-Tabari 23:512, and Al-Qurtubi 18:215.
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§17. Or do you feel secure that He, Who is over the heaven,
will not send against you a Hasib? Then you shall know how
has been My warning.»

418. And indeed those before them rejected, then how terrible
was My reproach?%

¢19. Do they not see the birds above them, spreading out their
wings and folding them in? None upholds them except the Most
Gracious. Verily, He is the All-Seer of everything.p

How can You feel Secure against the Punishment of
Allih while He is Able to seize You however He wills?

This is another indication of His gentleness and His mercy
with His creatures. He is able to punish them because some of
them disbelieve in Him and worship others besides Him, yet
He .is forbearing, He pardons, and He gives respite for an
appointed time without hastening. This is as He says,

“r L T . 4 ',: Yy - St s A L A
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¢And if Allah were to punish men for that which they earned,
He would not leave a moving creature on the surface of the
earth; but He gives them respite to an appointed term: and
when their term comes, then verily, Allah is Ever All-Seer of
His servants.$ [35:45]

Here Allah says,
GRS <y 0 G K G S K0 5 I
¢Do you feel secure that He, Who is over the heaven, will not
cause the earth to sink with you, and then it ‘should quake?®

meaning, that it would move back and forth, and be
disrupted.

L {A R A Frd TS
§Or do you feel secure that He, Who is over the heaven, will
not send against you a Hasib?p

meaning, a wind containing gravel that will strike you, as
Allah says in another Ayah,
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¢Do you then feel secure that He will not cause a side of the

land to swallow you up, or that He will not send against you a
violent sandstorm? Then, you shall find no trustee.y [17:68]

And similarly, here Allah threatens them with His statement,

€8 G5 pSy
¢Then you shall know how has been My warning.»

meaning, ‘how is My admonition and what will happen to
those who disregard and reject it.” Then Allah says,

ieli o2 3l UKy
¢And indeed those before them rejected,»

meaning, from the previous nations and the old generations
that have passed. Then Allah says,

¢85 ¥ Ky
¢then how terrible was My reproach?}
meaning, ‘how was My rebuke of them and my punishment of

them.’ Meaning, it was great, severe and painful.

The flight of Birds is by the Power of Allih and it is a
Proof that He sees everything small and large

Allah says,
$ad; oS0 253 400 5 5 S

¢Do they not see the birds above them, spreading out their

wings and folding them in?p
meaning, sometimes they spread their wings out in the wind
(gliding) and other times they gather and spread (flapping) the
wings in flight

€L o

¢None upholds them$ meaning, in the air,
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¢Do they not see the birds held in the midst of the sky? None
upholds them but Allah. Verily, in this are clear Ayat for
people who believe.p [24:79]
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420. Who is it besides the Most Gracious that can be an army
to you to help you? The disbelievers are in nothing but

B
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delusion .y

421. Who is it that can provide for you if He should withhold
His provision? Nay, but they continue to be in pride, and
flee .

422. Is he who walks prone on his face, more rightly guided, or
he who walks upright on a straight path?}

€23. Say: "It is He Who has created you, and endowed you
with hearing and seeing, and hearts. Little thanks you give.”»
€24. Say: "It is He Who has created you on the earth, and to
Him shall you be gathered.”$

€25. They say: “When will this promise come to pass, if you
are telling the truth?"'y

€26. Say: "‘The knowledge is with Allah only, and I am only a
plain warner.”y

€27. But when they will see it approaching, the faces of those
who disbelieve will be sad and grievous, and it will be said:
*“This is what you were calling for!"'$

No One will help You and No One can grant Sustenance
except for Allah

Allah addresses the idolators who worship others besides Him,
seeking help and sustenance from them. Allah rebukes them
for what they believe, and He informs them that they will not
attain that which they hope for. Allah says,
€5 oh o B KT 22 30 o 6 5D
¢Who is it besides the Most Gracious that can be an army to
you to help?y

meaning, there is no protector or helper for you besides Him.
This is the reason that Allah says,

L PN \jl T 99
¢The disbelievers are in nothing but delusion.y
Then Allah says,
€, act § 55 o 5 5
¢Who is it that can provide for you if He should withhold His
provision?®
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meaning, who is it that can provide for you if Allah cuts off
your sustenance? There is no one who gives, withholds,
creates, provides and helps other than Allah alone, Who has
no partner. This proves that they know this, yet they still
worship others besides Him. Thus, Alldh says,

LAY
¢Nay, but they continuey meaning, they persist in their
transgression, lying and misguidance.

€ o P
4to be in pride, and flee.» meaning, they continue in obstinance,

arrogance and fleeing away from the truth. They do not listen
to it nor do they follow it.

The Parable of the Disbeliever and the Believer
Then Allah says,

T 45 § G o5 1 0 s 2 5 50

¢Is he who walks prone on his face, more rightly guided, or he
who walks upright on a straight path?%

This is a parable which Allih made of the believer and the
disbeliever. So the condition of the disbeliever is like one who
walks prone on his face. This is like a person walking bent
over on his face (with his head down) instead of walking
upright. This person does not know where he is going or how.
Rather, he is lost, astray and confused. Is this person more
guided,

€r 20 S

4or he who walks uprighty meaning, he who stands erect.

$pi 1. $¥

éon a strmght path?» meaning, this person who walks upright is
on a clear path, and he is straight within himself while his path
is straight as well. This is their likeness in this world, and their
likeness will be the same in the Hereafter. So the believer will
be gathered (on the Day of Judgement) walking upright upon
the straight path and the vast and spacious Paradise will be
opened up for him. However, the disbeliever will be gathered
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walking down on his face to the Hellfire.

€T ol 7 8 A B o o TR UF G5 0 LIS o 50
¢Assemble those who did wrong, together with their
companions and what they used to worship instead of Allah,
and lead them on to the way of flaming Fire.3 (37:22,23)
“Companions” here means those like them. Imam Ahmad
recorded from Anas bin Malik that it was said, “O Messenger

of Allah! How will the people be gathered on their faces?” So
the Prophet 3 replied,

et i et B e Gt sl i LT il
tIs not He who made them to walk on their legs able to make
them walk on their faces?""»!!)

This Hadith is also recorded in the Two Sahihs. 2!

Allah’s Power to create and It being an Evidence of the
Final Abode

Allah says,
X ot 2 5

€Say it is He Who has created you,» meaning, He initiated your
creation after you were not even a thing worth mentioning (i.e.,
nothing). Then He says,

2oofie s oKt pec s s
€AY oV L KU
4and endowed you with hearing and seeing, and hearts.y meaning,
intellects and powers of reasoning.

€555 655

¢Little thanks you give.p meaning, how little you use these
abilities that Allah has blessed you with to obey Him, to act
according to His commandments, and avoid His prohibitions.

€N g AL ol 3 5
4Say : "It is He Who has created you on the earth..."$
meaning, He has spread and distributed you all througout the

Bl Ahmad 3:167.
2l Fath Al-Bari 6:350, and Muslim 4 :2161.
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various regions and areas of the earth with your differing
languages, colors, shapes, appearances and forms.
il dud
¢and to Him shall you be gathered .»

meaning, you all will come together after this separation and
division. He will gather you all just as He separated you and
He will bring you back again just as He originated you. Then
while informing of the disbelievers who reject the final return,
and doubt concerning its real occurrence, Allah said;

e, . 32 PO I PR O P
€l @ o 1A 5 505
¢They say: "When will this promise come to pass if you are
telling the truth?"'y

meaning, ‘when will this gathering after separation that you
are informing us of, occur?’

€4 2 ST 5y
¢Say : ""The knowledge is with Allah only..."y

meaning, ‘no one knows the time of the Day of Judgement
exactly except Allah, but He has commanded me to inform you
that it is real and it will definitely occur, so beware of it.’

€212 i BT
¢and I am only a plain warner.3

meaning, 1 am only obligated to convey, and verily I have
performed my duty (of conveying) towards you.” Then Allah
says,

€ ol 225 cur 4 T P

¢But when they will see it approaching, the faces of those who
disbelieve will be sad and grievous.»

means, when the Day of Judgement begins, and the
disbelievers witness it, and they see that the matter has drawn
close, because everything that is to occur will occur, even if it
takes a long time. So, when what they denied occurs, it will
grieve them because they will know what is awaiting them
there (in Hell) of the worst evil. This means that it will
surround them and Alldh will command what they were not
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able to reckon or fully
comprehend to come
to them.
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dand there will become
apparent to them from
Allah what they had not
been reckoning. And the
evils of that which they
earned will become ap-
parent to them, and that
which they used to mock
at will encircle them.d
(39:47,48)

This is why it will be
said to them in order
to scold and repri-
mand them,

L S r‘ sl Gad

¢This is what you were calling for!y meaning, that you were

seeking to hasten.
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428. Say: “Tell me! If Allah destroys me, and those with me,
or He bestows His mercy on us - who can save the disbelievers
Sfrom a painful torment?"'$

429. Say: "He is the Most Gracious, in Him we believe, and
upon Him we rely. So, you will come to know who it is that is
in manifest error.”$

¢30. Say: “Tell me! If (all) your water were to sink away, who
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then can supply you with flowing water?”'y

The Death of the Believer will not save the Disbeliever,
so let Him reflect upon His Deliverance

Allah says,
€5

¢say» ‘O Muhammad to these idolators who are associating
partners with Allah and denying His favors,’ :

I S G 5800 5 B G5 5 O o5 T K gy ey
4Tell me! If Allah destroys me, and those with me, or He
bestows His mercy on us - who can save the disbelievers from a
painful torment?$

meaning, ‘save yourselves, for verily, there is nothing that can
rescue you from Allah except repentance, turning to Him for
forgiveness and returning to His religion. Your hopes that
torment and exemplary punishment will strike us, will not
benefit you. Whether Allah punishes us or has mercy on us,
there is no escaping from Allah’s punishment and painful
torment that you will suffer.’ Then Allah says,

& P Y

€Say : "'He is the Most Gracious, in Him we believe, and upon
Him we rely .$

meaning, ‘we belieye in the Lord of all that exists, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful, and upon Him we rely in all of
our affairs.’ This is as Allah says,

&k Je=; sty
¢So worship Him and rely upon Him.$ (11:123)
Thus, Allah continues saying,

€S0, you will come to know who it is that is in manifest
error.p

meaning, ‘between Us and you, and to whom the final end
(ultimate victory) will be for in this life and in the Hereafter.’
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Reminding of Allah’s Blessing by the springing of Water
and the Threat of It being taken away

Demonstrating how merciful He is to His creatures, Allah says;
€03 S5 Eo 7 u‘ 3P

4Say : ““Tell me! If your water were to sink away..."$

meaning, if it were to go away, disappearing into the lowest
depths of the earth, then it would not be reachable with iron
axes nor strong arms. ‘Gha'ir’ (sinking) as used here in the
Ayah, is the opposite of springing forth. This is why Alldh
says,

o oy S Y
dwho then can supply you with flowing water?%

meaning, springing forth, flowing, running upon the face of the
earth. This means that no one is able to do this except Allah.
So, it is merely out of His favor and His grace that He causes
water to spring forth for you, and He makes it run to the
various regions of the earth in an amount that is suitable for
the needs of servants, be it little or abundant. So Allah’s is all
the praise and thanks.

This is the end of the Tafsir of Siirat Al-Mulk and all praise
and thanks are due to Allah.
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The Tafsir of Siirah Nin"
(Chapter - 68)

Which was revealed in Makkah

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful .

(2
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¢1. Niin. By the pen and by what they Yastur.p
€2. You, by the grace of your Lord, are not insane.y
¢3. And verily, for you will be reward that is not Mamniin.$
€4. And verily, you are on an exalted character.p
¢5. You will see, and they will see,$
46. Which of you is afflicted with madness.$

47. Verily, your Lord is the best Knower of him who has gone
astray from His path, and He is the best Knower of those who
are guided .y
We have already discussed the special letters of the Arabic
alphabet at the beginning of Sarat Al-Bagarah. Thus, Allah’s
saying,

€SP
¢Niind, is like Allah’s saying,
L 3
¢Sady, and Allah’s saying,
"l Also called Sirat Al-Qalam.
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€SP
¢Qafp, and similar to them from the individual letters that

appear at the beginning of Qur’anic chapters. This has been dis-
cussed at length previously and there is no need to repeat it here.

The Explanation of the Pen

Concerning Allah’s statement,
L PR

4By the pend The apparent meaning is that this refers to the
actual pen that is used to write. This is like Alldh’s saying,

¢Read! And your Lord is the Most Generous. Who has taught
by the pen. He has taught man that which he knew not.
(96:3-5)
Therefore, this statement is Allah’s swearing and alerting His
creatures to what He has favored them with by teaching them
the skill of writing, through which knowledge is attained.
Thus, Allah continues by saying,

ok B3P
dand by what they Yastur.p Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid and Qatidah all
said that this means, “what they write.”'!] As-Suddi said, “The
angels and the deeds of the servants they record.”

Others said, “Rather, what is meant here is the pen which
Allah caused to write the decree when He wrote the decrees of
all creation, and this took place fifty-thousand years before He
created the heavens and the earth.” For this, they present
Hadiths that have been reported about the Pen.

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from Al-Walid bin ‘Ubadah bin As-
Samit that he said, “My father called for me when he was
dying and he said to me: Verily, I heard the Messenger of
Allah % say,

N (I THE G PR R THIE: TR [V A [ T E PN T
g1 ) 336 34 U5 53

i1l At-Tabari 23:527, 528.
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WVerily, the first of what Allah created was the Pen, and He
said to it: “Write."" The Pen said: “O my Lord, what shall I
write?”’ He said: "Write the decree and whatever will
throughout eternity.""»1!]

This Hadith has been recorded by Imam Ahmad through
various routes of transmission.”” At-Tirmidhi also recorded it
from a Hadith of Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi and he (At-Tirmidhi)
said about it, “Hasan Sahih, Gharib,”?

Swearing by the Pen refers to the Greatness of the
Prophet i
Allah says,

¢You, by the grace of your Lord, are not insane.p

meaning - and all praise is due to Allah - Yyou are not crazy
as the ignorant among your people claim. They are those who
deny the guidance and the clear truth that you have come
with. Therefore, they attribute madness to you because of it.’

D %Y 3 iy
¢And verily, for you will be reward that is not Mamniin.p

meaning, for you is the great reward, and abundant blessings
which will never be cut off or perish, because you conveyed
the Message of your Lord to creation, and you were patient
with their abuse.’ The meaning of:

€ppl %
¢not Mamniinp is that it will not be cut off. This is similar to
Allah’s statement,
€ 7 AL
4a gift without an end.p (11:108)
and His statement,

2. a2 0 B

‘f;‘}w—f M2

1) At-Tabari 23:526.
2l Ahmad 5:317.
Bl Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:232.
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¢Then they shall have a reward without end.y (95:6)
Mujahid said,

€orl %
§Without Mamniiny means “Without reckoning.”!' And this
refers back to what we have said before. :

The Explanation of the Statement: “Verily, You are on
an Exalted Character.”

Concerning Alldh’s statement,

I TP

&And verily, you are on an exalted (standard of) character .y

Al-‘Awfi reported from Ibn ‘Abbas, “Verily, you are on a great
religion, and it is Islam.”? Likewise said Mujahid, Abu Malik,
As-Suddi and Ar-Rabi‘ bin Anas.®! Ad-Dahhak and Ibn Zayd
also said this."*! Said bin Abi ‘Arubah reported from Qatadah
that he said concerning Allah’s statement,

¢And verily, you are on an exalted (standard of) character.y

“It has been mentioned to us that Sa‘d bin Hisham asked
‘A’ishah about the character of the Messenger of Allih £, so
she replied: ‘Have you not read the Qur'an?’ Sa‘d said: ‘Of
course.’ Then she said: Verily, the character of the Messenger
of Alah # was the Quran.’”® ‘Abdur-Razzaq recorded
similar to this'®’ and Imam Muslim recorded it in his Sahih on
the authority of Qatadah in its full length.!”

This means that he would act according to the commands
and the prohibition in the Qur'an. His nature and character
were patterned according to the Qur’an, and he abandoned his

(1l At-Tabari 23 :528.

12l A¢-Tabari 23:529.

131 At-Tabari 23:529, and Ad-Durr Al-Manthiir 8 :243.
9] At-Tabari 23:530.

151 At-Tabari 23:529.

6l ‘Abdur-Razzaq 3:307.

17} Muslim 1:513.
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natural disposition (i.e., the carnal nature). So whatever the
Qur'an commanded, he did it, and whatever it forbade, he
avoided it. Along with this, Allah gave him the exalted
character, which included the qualities of modesty, kindness,
bravery, pardoning, gentleness and every other good
characteristic.

This is like that which has been confirmed in the Two
Sahihs that Anas said, “I served the Messenger of Alldh s for
ten years, and he never said a word of displeasure to me um,
nor did he ever say to me concerning something I had done:
‘Why did you do that?’ And he never said to me concerning
something 1 had not done: ‘Why didn’t you do this?’ He had
the best character, and I never touched any silk or anything
else that was softer than the palm of the Messenger of Allah
#. And I never smelled any musk or perfume that had a
better fragrance than the sweat of the Messenger of Allah.”!

Imam Al-Bukhéari recorded that Al-Bara’ said, “The
Messenger of Allah # had the most handsome face of all the
people, and he had the best behavior of all of the people. And
he was not tall, nor was he short.”?!

The Hadiths concerning this matter are numerous. Abu ‘Isa
At-Tirmidhi has a complete book on this subject called Kitab
Ash-Shamd'’il.

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘A’ishah said, “The Messenger of
Allah £ never struck a servant of his with his hand, nor did
he ever hit a woman. He never hit anything with his hand,
except for when he was fighting Jihdad in the cause of Allah.
And he was never given the option between two things except
that the most beloved of the two to him was the easiest of
them, as long as it did not involve sin. If it did involve sin,
then he stayed farther away from sin than any of the people.
He would not avenge himself concerning anything that was
done to him, except if the limits of Allah were transgressed.
Then, in that case he would avenge for the sake of Allih.”3

Imam Ahmad also recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the
Messenger of Allah # said,

'l Fath Al-Bari 10:471, and Muslim 4:1814.
2] Fath Al-Bari 6:652.
31 Ahmad 6:232. Similar with Muslim 7 :80.
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G A (Y i
1] have only been sent to perfect righteous behavior .»

Ahmad was alone in recording this Hadith.!!!
In reference to Allah’s statement,

Y S B T 2oq
&3)0)—“}‘ f»cj\i (20aty SwisP

¢You will see, and they will see, which of you is afflicted with
madness.p

then it means, ‘you will know, O Muhammad - and those who
oppose you and reject you, will know - who is insane and
misguided among you.’ This is like Alldh’s statement,

¢Tomorrow they will come to know who is the liar, the insolent
one!d (54:26)

Allah also says,
¢And verily (either) we or you are rightly guided or in plain
error.p (34:24)

Ibn Jurayj reported from Ibn ‘Abbas, it means “You will know
and they will know on the Day of Judgement.”? Al-‘Awfi
reported from Ibn ‘Abbas;

LET LY
¢Which of you is Maftiin (afflicted with madness).»

means which of you is crazy.”®) This was also said by Mujahid
and others as well.l*) The literal meaning of Maftin is one who
has been charmed or lured away from the truth and has
strayed from it.

Thus, the entire statement means, ‘so you will know and
they will know,” or ‘you will be informed and they will be
informed, as to which of you is afflicted with madness.” And

(] Ahmad 2:381.

(2] Al-Qurtubi 18:229.
(31 At-Tabari 23:531.
19 At-Tabari 23 :530.
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Allah knows best. Then Alldh says,
UL B s 2 L A Ky

ce=x

¢Verily, your Lord is the best Knower of him who has gone
astray from His path, and He is the best Knower of those who
are guided .y

meaning, ‘He knows which of the two groups are truly guided

among you, and He knows the party that is astray from the
truth.’
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¢8. So, do not obey the deniers .»

49. They wish that you should compromise with them, so they
(too) would compromise with you .p

410. And do not obey every Hallaf Mahin.»

4¢11. A Hammaz, going about with Namim,

¢12. Hinderer of the good, transgressor, sinful ,p

¢13. ‘Utul, and moreover Zanim .»

¢14. (He was so) because he had wealth and children .$

415. When Our Ayat are recited to him, he says: '‘Tales of the
men of old!"'y

416. We shall brand him on the snout (nose)!®

Prohibition of giving in to the Pressure of the
Disbelievers and Their Suggestions, and that They like
to meet in the Middle of the Path

Allah says, just as We have favored you and given you the
upright legislation and great (standard of) character,’
GHRFNF A A D~ S
¢So, do not obey the deniers. They wish that you should
compromise with them, so they (too) would compromise with
you.p
Ibn ‘Abbas said, “That you would permit them (their idolatry)
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and they also would permit you (to practice your religion).”!

Mujahid said,
§LUGAL L3 J 15
€They wish that you should compromise with them, so they
(too) would compromise with you.}

“This means that you should be quiet about their gods and
abandon the truth that you are upon.”[2| Then Allah says,

g P ¥ 2 5P
€And do not obey every Hallaf (one who swears much) Mahin
(liar or worthless person).3

This is because the liar, due to his weakness and his

disgracefulness, only seeks protection in his false oaths which

"hg boldly swears to while using Allah’s Names, and he uses

them (false oaths) all the time and out of place (i.e.,

unnecessarily). Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Al-Mahin means the liar.”"!
Then Allah says,

0

4A Hammaz,p Ibn ‘Abbas and Qatadah both said, “This is
slander.”!!

ks ED

&
el pr

€going about with Namim,y This refers to the one who goes
around among people instigating discord between them and
carrying tales in order to corrupt relations between people when

they are good and pleasant. It is confirmed in the Two Sahihs
that Mujahid reported from Tawus that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The

Messenger of Allah 3% once passed by two graves and he said,
Ul oz 5 2 ¥ 56 wRisT el (8 s ol g ouked g
QLG A5 5K 2N

«Verily, these two are being punished, and they are not being

(' At-Tabari 23:533.
(2l At-Tabari 23:533.
Bl At-Tabari 23 :533.
("l At-Tabari 23:534.
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punished for something major. One of them was not careful
about protecting himself from urine (when relieving himself).
The other one used to spread Namimah »” ']

This Hadith has been recorded by the Group in their books
through routes of transmission that are all on the authority of
Mujahid. /!

Imam Ahmad recorded that Hudhayfah said, “I heard the
Messenger of Alldh & saying,

: ‘. ,,.‘ -
W28 E 2 U

1The slanderer will not enter into Paradise »"13

This Hadith has been reported by the Group except for Ibn
Majah ¥l
Concerning Alldah’s statement,

$8 .4 0 S 5D

¢Hinderer of good, transgressor, sinful,d it means, he refuses to
give and withholds that which he has of good.

¢

4transgressor,d this means, in attaining that which Allah has
made permissible for him, he exceeds the legislated bounds.

<5
¢sinful,» meaning, he delves into the forbidden things.

Concerning Allih’s statement,

4 resr epR

§'Utul, and moreover Zanim .»

‘Utul means one who is cruel, harsh, strong, greedy and
stingy. Imam Ahmad recorded from Al-Harithah bin Wahb that
the Messenger of Allah # said,

1" Fath Al-Bari 1:358, and Muslim 1:240.

2l Abu Dawud 1:25, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhil :232, An-Nasa’l 1:28 and
4:412, Al-Kubra 6:496, and Ibn Majah 1:125.

18] Ahmad 5:382.

] Fath Al-Bari 10:487, Muslim 1:101, Abu Dawud 5:190, Tuhfat Al-
Ahwadhi 6:172, and An-Nasa'T in Al-Kubra 6 :496.
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tShall I inform you of the people of Paradise? (They will be)
every weak and oppressed person. When he swears by Allih, he
fulfills his oath. Shall I inform you of the people of the Fire?
Every ‘Utul (cruel person), Jawwaz and arrogant person »!!)
Al-Waki* said, “It (‘Utul) is every Jawwadz, Ja‘zari and arrogant
person.” Both Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded this in their
Two Sahihs, as well as the rest of the Group, except for Abu
Dawud. All of its routes of transmission are by way of Sufyan
Ath-Thawri and Shu‘bah who both reported it from Sa‘id bin
Khalid."?
The scholars of Arabic language have said that Ja‘zari means
rude and harsh, while Jawwdz means greedy and stingy.
Concerning the word Zanim, Al-Bukhari recorded from Ibn
‘Abbas that he said concerning the Ayah,

€@ 5 4 5 2
¢'Utul (cruel), and moreover Zanim .

“A man from the Quraysh who stands out among them like
the sheep that has had a piece of its ear cut off.”®) The
meaning of this is that he is famous for his evil just as a
sheep that has a piece of its ear cut off stands out among its
sister sheep. In the Arabic language the Zanim is a person
who is adopted among a group of people (i.e., he is not truly of
them). Ibn Jarir and others among the Imams have said this.
Concerning Allah’s statement,

RN J08 J6 5 oL J5 ) e LA K B

(_(He was so) because he had wealth and children. When Our
Ayat are recited to him, he says: “Tales of the men of old!"'y

Allah is saying, ‘this is how he responds to the favors that

1 Ahmad 5:306.

12| path Al-Bari 8:530, Muslim 4:2190, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7:331, An-
Nasa’ in Al-Kubra 6:497, and Ibn Majah 2:1378.

18] Al-Bukhari no. 4917.
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Allah has bestowed upon him of wealth and children, by
disbelieving in Allah’s Aydt and turning away from them while
claiming that they are a lie that has been taken from the tales
of the ancients.’ This is similar to Alldh’s statement,

»°
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¢Leave Me alone (to deal) with whom I created lonely (without
any wealth and children etc.). And then granted him resources
in abundance. And children to be by his side. And made life
smooth and comfortable for him. After all that he desires that I
should give more. Nay! Verily, he has been opposing Our
Ayat. I shall oblige him to face a severe torment! Verily, he
thought and plotted. So let him be cursed, how he plotted! And
once more let him be cursed, how he plotted! Then he thought.
Then he frowned and he looked in a bad tempered way. Then he
turned back, and was proud. Then he said: “This is nothing
but magic from that of old, this is nothing but the word of a
human being!"' I will cast him into Hellfire. And what will
make you know what Hellfire is? It spares not (any sinner), nor
does it leave (anything unburned)! Burning and blackening the
skins! Qver it are nineteen (angels as keepers of Hell).» [74:11-
30

Then Alldh said here,

RPN L
&We shall brand him on the snout!®

Ibn Jarir said, “We will make his matter clear and evident so
that they will know him and he will not be hidden from them,
just as the branding mark on the snouts (of animals).”!!
Others have said,

)

Ul At-Tabari 23:541.
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¢17. Verily, We have tried them as We tried the People of the
Garden, when they swore to pluck the fruits in the morning,»
418. Without (saying : "'If Allah wills." )

¢19. Then there passed over it a Ta'if from your Lord while
they were asleep .»

€20. So by the morning, it became like As-Sarim .»

421. Then they called out (one to another as soon) as the
morning broke.y

422. Saying: “Go to your tilth in the morning, if you would
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pluck (the fruits)."»

€23. So they departed, and they were whispering :»

€24. "No poor person shall enter upon you into it today."$
€25. And they went in the morning with Hard Qadirin.

€26. But when they saw it, they said: "Verily, we have gone
astray.”$

€27. “Nay! Indeed we are deprived!"$

428. The Awsat among them said; "'Did I not tell you, 'Why
do you not Tusabbilin.' "'

€29. They said: "Glory to Our Lord! Verily, we have been
wrongdoers."'y

€30. Then they turned one against another, blaming.

€31. They said: *'Woe to us! Verily, we were Taghin."$

€32. “We hope that our Lord will give us in exchange better
than it. Truly, we hope in our Lord."}

¢33. Such is the punishment, but truly, the punishment of the
Hereafter is greater if they but knew.»

A Parable of the Removal of the Earnings of the
Disbelievers

This is a parable that Allah made of the behavior of the
Quraysh disbelievers with the great mercy, and tremendous
favors He granted them. The mercy and favor of sending of
Muhammad & to them. But they met him with denial,
rejection and opposition. Therefore Alldh says,

ok 0¥
¢Verily, We have tried them$p meaning, ‘We have tested them.’
€ A G )
das We tried the People of the Garden,$

This refers to a garden containing different types of fruits and
vegetation.

§omet (2,2 US1 33

dwhen they swore to pluck the fruits of the (garden) in the
morning,»
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meaning, they vowed between themselves during the night that
they would pluck the fruit of the garden in the morning so
that poor and the beggars would not know what they were
doing. In this way they would be able to keep its fruit for
themselves and not give any of it in charity.
€5 B
&Without (saying : "'If Allah wills.")
meaning their vow that they made. Therefore, Allah broke their
vow. He then said,
$WENE & o 2 G (L Sl
&Then there passed over it a Ta'if from your Lord while they
were asleep .p

meaning, it was afflicted with some heavenly destruction.
Fea¥ S5
¢So by the morning it became like As-Sarim.p
Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Like the dark night.”!! Ath-Thawri and As-

Suddi both said, “Like the crop when it is harvested withered
and dry.”

‘,?;“.ﬂ, ) ‘)’L}
¢Then they called out (one to another as soon) as the morning
broke.

meaning, when it was (early) morning time they called each
other so that they could go together to pick the harvest or cut
it (its fruits). Then Allah said,

§Man A o K5 § Wi P
4(Saying:) “Go to your tilth in the morning, if you would
pluck (the fruits).”$
meaning, ‘if you want to pluck your harvest fruit.’
R 5 sy

€So they departed, and they were whispering :p
meaning, they spoke privately about what they were doing so

M1 At-Tabari 23:544.
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that no one could hear what they were saying. Then Alldh, the
All-Knower of secrets and private discussions, explained what
they were saying in private. He said,

€D Ko o Y S B 5

4S0 they departed, and they were whispering : “'No poor person
shall enter upon you into it today.""}

meaning, some of them said to others, “Do not allow any poor
person to enter upon you in it (the garden) today.” Allah then
said,

€ & 5%
¢And they went in the morning with Hardd meaning, with
strength and power. :

€id

4Qadirinp meaning, they thought they had power to do what
they claimed and what they were desiring.

acherd 6 W 23
sl § 06 Gl Gy

¢But when they saw it, they said: “'Verily, we have gone astray.”$
meaning, when they arrived at it and came upon it, and it was
in the condition which Allah changed from that luster, brilli-
ance and abundance of fruit, to being black, gloomy and void of
any benefit. They believed that they had been mistaken in the
path they took in walking to it. This is why they said,

€3 &)

¢Verily, we have gone astray.p meaning, ‘we have walked down a
path other than the one we were seeking to reach it.’ This was
said by Ibn ‘Abbas and others. Then they changed their minds
and realized with certainty that it was actually the correct path.
Then they said,

¢Nay! Indeed we are deprived (of the fruits)!»

meaning, ‘nay, this is it, but we have no portion and no share
(of harvest).’

AL 36y



Siirah 68. Niin (23-33) (Part-29) 115

&The Awsat among them said, Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Said bin
Jubayr, Tkrimah, Muhammad bin KaD, Ar-Rabi* bin Anas, Ad-
Dahhak and Qatadah all said, “This means the most just of
them and the best of them.”*!

G55 5 5 3
¢Did I not tell you, ‘Why do you not Tusabbihiin?'p
Mujahid, As-Suddi and Ibn Jurayj all said that,
=
¢Why do you not Tusabbihun?p this means “why do you not say,
If Allah wills?’ 1?2 As-Suddi said, “Their making exception due
to the will of Allah in that time was by glorifying Allah (Tasbih).”
Ibn Jarir said, “It is a person’s saying, ‘If Allah wills.’ "3 It has
also been said that it means that the best of them said to them,
“Did I not tell you, why don’t you glorify Allah and thank Him
for what He has given you and favored you with?”
R & G T Bip

4They said: “Glory to Our Lord! Verily, we have been
wrongdoers.”p

They became obedient when it was of no benefit to them, and
they were remorseful and confessed when it was not of any
use. Then they said,

¢''...Verily, we have been wrongdoers.” Then they turned one
against another, blaming.»

meaning, they started blaming each other for what they had
resolved to do, preventing the poor people from receiving their
right of the harvested fruit. Thus, their response to each other
was only to confess their-error and sin.

4They said : '"'Woe to us! Verily, we were Taghin."$

(1) At-Tabari 23:550.
12l At-Tabari 23:551, and Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 8 :253.
Bl At-Tabari 23:550.
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meaning, ‘we have transgressed, trespassed, violated and
exceeded the bounds until what this happened to us.’

RO EEILIY s

¢We hope that our Lord will give us in exchange better than it.
Truly, we hope in our Lord.»

It has been said, “They were hoping for something better in
exchange in this life.” It has also been said, “They were hoping
for its reward in the abode of the Hereafter.” And Allah knows
best. Some of the Salaf mentioned that these people were from
Yemen. Sa‘id bin Jubayr said, “They were from a village that
was called Darawdn which was six miles from San‘a’ {in
Yemen).” It has also been said, “They were from the people of
Ethiopia whose father had left them this garden, and they
were from the People of the Book. Their father used to handle
the garden in a good way. Whatever he reaped from it he
would put it back into the garden as it needed, and he would
save some of it as food for his dependants for the year, and he
would give away the excess in charity. Then, when he died,
and his children inherited the garden they said, Verily, our
father was foolish for giving some of this garden’s harvest to
the poor. If we prevent them from it, then we will have more.’
So when they made up their minds to do this they were
punished with what was contrary to their plan. Allah took
away all of what they possessed of wealth, gain and charity.
Nothing remained for them.” Allah then says,

€355 Gy

4Such is the punishment,» meaning, such is the punishment of
whoever opposes the command of Allah, is stingy with what
Allah has given him and favored him with, withholds the right
of the poor and needy, and responds to Allah’s blessings upon
him with ungratefulness (or disbelief).
¢but truly, the punishment of the Hereafter is greater if they
but knew.»

meaning, this is the punishment in this life, as you have
heard, and the punishment of the Hereafter is even harder.
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¢34. Verily, for those who have Taqwa are Gardens of Delight
with their Lord.»

435. Shall We then treat the Muslims like the criminals?®

¢36. What is the matter with you? How judge you?»

¢37. Or have you a Book wherein you learn,p

¢38. That you shall therein have all that you choose?}

439. Or have you oaths from Us, lasting until the Day of
Judgement, that yours will be what you judge?$

440. Ask them, which of them will stand as surety for that!p

¢41. Or have they "partners”’? Then let them bring their
"partners" if they are truthful!y

The Reward of Those Who have Taqwad and that They
will not be treated like the Criminals

After Allah mentions the situation of the people of the worldly
garden and the wrath they suffered when they disobeyed Allah
and opposed His command, He then explains that whoever has
Taqwd of Him, then they will have Gardens of Delight in the
Hereafter that will never end. These Gardens will last forever
and their pleasures will never cease. Allah says,
Dol gl S0P
¢Shall We then treat the Muslims like the criminals?$

meaning, ‘should We deal equally between them in terms of
recompense?’ Nay, by the Lord of the heaven and the earth,
surely not! Thus, Alldh says,

¢EasE &5 S0P
¢What is the matter with you? How do you judge?®
meaning, ‘how can you think that?’ Then He says,
CBEILFYBBIL LY
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€Or have you a Book wherein you learn that you shall therein
have all that you choose?y

Allah is saying in this, ‘s there in your hands a Book that has
been sent down from heaven that you study, memorize and
pass on to each other, the latter generations conveying it from
the "generations of old? Do you have such a Book, containing
definite laws, as you claim?’

L3 *’;.(‘uﬁi...“...n,,d\u,uu_.n,ﬁfu e G 553

€That you shall therein have all that you choose? Or have you
oaths from Us, lasting until the Day of Judgement, that yours
will be what you judge?y

meaning, ‘do you have covenants and confirmed agreements
with Us?’

€% 15y

4that yours will be what you judge?y meaning, ‘that you will
attain all that you want and desire.’

S g 2 42 25 eac-
€t &l 4 Sy

¢Ask them, which of them will stand as surety for thaf!) meaning,
say to them, “Who is the sponsor to guarantee this?” Ibn ‘Abbas
said that it means, “Which of them will be a guarantor for
that."!!

AN
4Or have they “partners”?)» meaning, ‘do they have idols and
rivals gods (besides Allah)?’
L T K4 S ¢ m; ‘)‘U’)
4Then let them bring their "partners” if they are truthful!y
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(1 At-Tabari 23:554.
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€42. The Day when the Shin shall be laid bare and they shall

be called to prostrate themselves, but they shall not be able to do
50.%

¢43. Their eyes will be cast down and ignominy will cover
them; they used to be called to prostrate themselves, while they
were.$

" §44. Then leave Me alone with whoever denies this narration.
We shall punish them gradually from directions they perceive
not.»

445. And I will grant them a respite. Verily, My plan is
strong .

446. Or is it that you ask them a wage, so that they are heavily
burdened with debt?)»

€47. Or that the Unseen is in their hands, so that they can
write it down?)

The Terror of the Day of Judgement

After Allah mentions that those who have Taqwd, will have
Gardens of Delight with their Lord, He explains when this will
be, and its actual occurrence. He says,

L SEIAR LR AN I (A S A P2

¢The Day when the Shin shall be laid bare and they shall be
called to prostrate themselves, but they shall not be able to do
$0.9

meaning, the Day of Judgement and the horrors, earthquakes,
trials, tests and great matters that will occur during it.

Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Safid Al-Khudri said that he
heard the Prophet i saying,

v 2P e Tl ee | Zhes “ ’. » 32 l’ LR N T LR >
P it O G laay X j,.,g‘j,.ds Mcubua\.a)u.‘.&'
"‘ . - - - ]

“L\»U :;.gl" . J;-....Jg.-h.l...’ sMJ ob) La.\.“

«Our Lord will reveal His Shin, and every believing male and
female will prostrate to Him. The only people who will remain
standing are those who prostrated in the worldly life only to be
seen and heard (showing off). This type of person will try to
prostrate at that time, but his back will made to be one stiff
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plate (the bone will not bend or flex).»”

This Hadith was recorded in the Two Sahihs and other books
from different routes of transmission with various wordings. It
is a long Hadith that is very popular.!*!

Concerning Allah’s statement,

L LAd

€9 i Pl s
4 Their eyes will be cast down and ignominy will cover them ;3

means, in the final abode, due to their crimes and arrogance
in the worldly life. Thus they will be punished with the
opposite of what they did. When they were called to prostrate
in the worldly life, they refused to do so even though they were
healthy and secure. Therefore, they will be punished with the
lack of ability to do so in the Hereafter. When the Almighty
Lord makes Himself visible (before the believers), then the
believers will fall down in prostration to Him, but no one of
the disbelievers and hypocrites will be able to prostrate. rather,
their backs will become one plate. Everytime one of them
attempts to prostrate, he will bow his neck but will not be able to
prostrate. This is just like in the life of this world, when these
people were in opposition to what the believers were doing.

For Whoever denies the Qur’'an
Then Alldh says,
€Sl GG LR o5 $iP
¢Then leave Me alone with such as belie this narration.»

meaning, the Qur’an. This is a sever threat which means,
leave Me alone with this person; I know about him and how I
will gradually punish him and increase him in his falsehood. 1
am giving him respite for a while, then I will seize him with a
mighty and powerful punishment.’ Thus, Allah says,
¢We shall punish them gradually from directions they perceive
not.» ’

meaning, and they will not even be aware of it. Rather, they
) Fath Al-Bari 8:531, 532, and Muslim 1:167.
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will believe that it is a noble blessing from Allah, but really the
same matter is actually a form of humiliation (for them). This
is similar to Allah’s statement,

Al ’4“ P Y

[ T R A T N T ) ] s . z s 3 &
(‘@«»;%Y&élei’éﬂeb@awéba:‘g)eb Serald

4Do they think that in wealth and children with which We
expand them, We hasten unto them with good things. Nay, but
they perceive not.» (23:55,56)

Allah also said,

TGk e S5 I G L et 0 S B

oA A5 G
¢S50, when they forgot that which they had been reminded, We
opened for them the gates of everything, until in the midst of
their enjoyment in that which they were given, all of a sudden,
We punished them, and lo! They were plunged into destruction
with deep regrets and sorrows .

Therefore, Allah says here,
AT AN

-

¢And I will grant them a respite. Verily, My plan is strong .»
meaning, T will delay them, give them respite and extend their
time. Yet, this is My plan, and My plot against them.’ Thus,
Allah says,

€ o
¢Verily, My plan is strong.$
meaning, ‘great against whoever opposes My command, rejects
My Messengers and dares to disobey Me.’
In the Two Sahihs it is recorded from the Messenger of Allah

# that he said,

«Verily Allah the Exalted gives respite to the wrongdoer until

He seizes him and he will not be able to escape Him .»
Then he recited,

. ” 2 el 4 !5 P Va PLE B4 s . ~ 7%
€ihae 240 S 3 Db G5 o 51 T & AT ik
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) \HT 4Such is the punishment

of your Lord when He
seizes the towns while-
they are doing wrong.
Verily, His punishment
is painful (and) severe.y
(11:102)1

In reference to Allah’s
statement,

e ,:.
,ju u‘ H-‘
‘-:‘; 2 ‘,.xe ;.i W’u‘:fa,mi
v&_-/ n
(\ ”"’

¢Or is it that you ask
them for a wage, so that
they are heavily bur-
dened with debt? Or
that the Unseen is in
their hands, so that they
can write it down?%

the explanation of
these two Aydt prece-
ded in Surat At-Tar.?!
The meaning of it is,

you, O Muhammad, call them to Allah without taking any
wages from them. rather, you hope for the reward with Allah.

Yet, they reject that which you have

brought to them simply

due to ignorance, disbelief and obstinacy.’

, Be- e
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¢48. So, wait wtth patience for the decision of your Lord, and
be not like the Companion of the Fish when he cried out (to Us)

while he was Muakziim .p

'l Fath Al-Bari 8:205, and Muslim 4:1997.
12) See volume nine, the Tafsir of Sarat At-Tir (52 :40).
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€49. Had not a grace from his Lord reached him, he would
indeed have been (left in the stomach of the fish, but We forgave
him), so he was cast off on the naked shore, while he was to be
blamed .p

¢50. Then his Lord chose him and made him of the righteous.»

€51. And verily, those who disbelieve would almost make you
slip with their eyes (through hatred) when they hear the Reminder
(the Qur'an), and they say : **Verily, he is a madman!"'y

€52. But it is nothing else than a Reminder to all the creatures
(‘Alamin) .»

The Command to be Patient and to refrain from being
Hasty like Yiinus was

Allah says,
L¥%1

4So wait with patiencey ‘O Muhammad, persevere against the
harm your people cause you and their rejection. For verily,
Allah will give you authority over them, and make the final
victory for you and your followers in this life and the Hereafter.’

€l ool & 4P
¢and be not like the Companion of the Fishp

meaning, Dhun-Nan, who was Yinus bin Matta, when he
went off angry with his people. Various things happened to
him, such as riding on a ship at sea, being swallowed by a
(large) fish, the fish carrying him off into the ocean, being in
the darkness and depth of the sea and hearing the sea’s and
its dwellers glorification of the Most High, the Most Able
(Allah). For He (Allah) is the One Whose execution of divine
decree cannot be resisted. After all of this, he (Yanus) called
out from the layers of darkness,
ol 5 S §) 2is2 AN ) ¥

¢'‘That none has the right to be worshipped but You (O Allah),

Glorified (and- Exalted) are You! Truly, I have been of the

wrongdoers.”'» (21:87)

Then Allah said concerning him,
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¢So We answered his call, and delivered him from the distress.
And thus We do deliver the believers.p (21:88)

Allah also says,

€unai 5 A ki g S Bhesdli 5 3¢ S ISP

¢Had he not been of them who glorify Allah, he would have
indeed remained inside its belly (the fish) till the Day when they
are resurrected.d (37:143,144)

So here (in this Surah), Allah says,
€I % sk 4
dwhen he cried out (to Us) while he was Makziim.p
Ibn ‘Abbéas, Mujahid and As-Suddi, all said, “while he was
distressed.”!! Then Alldh goes on to say,
(ﬁ:.\ ! !\ - "ﬂ' A‘, As .“;)

&Then his Lord chose him and made him of the righteous.$
Imam Ahmad recorded from ‘Abdullah that the Messenger of
Allah i said,

1 o g b B0 STy s
«t is not beﬁttm,? for anyone to say that I am better than
Yanus bin Matti.»
Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith®® and it is in the Two Sahihs
reported from Abu Hurayrah.!
Concerning Alldh's statement,
Erdh G R o % o5d
 €And verily, those who disbelieve would almost make you slip
with their eyesy :
Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid and others have said,

(11 At-Tabari 23:563.

(2] Ahmad 1:390.

11 Fath Al-Bari 6:519.

1 Fath Al-Bari 8:144, and Muslim 4:1846.
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SaEp
¢would make you slipy “In order to have some effect on you.”!!!
2P
dwith their eyesy meaning, ‘they will affect you by looking at you
with their eyes (i.e., the evil eye).’ This means ‘they are jealous
of you due to their hatred of you, and were it not for Allah’s

protection of you, defending you against them (then their evil
eye would harm you).’

The Effect of the Evil Eye is Real

In this Ayah is a proof that the effect of the evil eye and its
affliction by the command of Allah is real. Many Hadiths have
been reported concerning this through numerous routes of
transmission.

The Hadith of Buraydah bin Al-Husayb

Abu ‘Abdullah bin Maijah recorded from Buraydah bin Al-
Husayb that the Messenger of Allah i said,

32 5 o G VL 5
«There is no Ruqyah®®! except to cure the evil eye and the
sting o3

This is how Ibn Majah recorded this Hadith. Imam Muslim
also recorded this Hadith in his Sahih on the authority of
Buraydah himself, but he did not attribute it to the Prophet
##. There is a story concerning this incident (as reported by
Buraydah in Sahih Muslim),! and At-Tirmidhi recorded the
Hadith in this manner (like Muslim’s version).l®! This Hadith
has also been recorded by Imam Al-Bukhari, Abu Dawud and
At-Tirmidhi on the authority of Imréan bin Husayn, however,
he did not attribute it to the Prophet . Tmran’s wording is,

1 At-Tabari 23:564,565.

2 Prayer formula for healing.
Bl 1bn Majah 2:1161.

¥ Muslim 1:199.

51 Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 6:217.




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































