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Important Guidelines About the Authenti-
city of the Reports and Quotations in the
Tafsir of Ibn Kathir

Reportsfrom the Companions of the Messenger of Allah

Reports that are attributed to the companions of Allah’s
Messenger # are commonly used for additional explanation of
the meanings of the Qur’an. As for those quotes that Ibn Kathir
mentions in passing, these quotes may, or may not be
authentically attributed to them. Wherever it is mentioned that
one of them said something, and that statement contradicts
other clearly authentic texts, then such statements can not be
held as an evidence against what is known to be authentic.
Additional information in this regard is found in the
Introduction of Ibn Kathir.

Incomplete Chains of Narration

The following is a list of common incomplete chains of
narrations that Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir often quotes.

- ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah (Al-Walibi) reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said...

- (‘Atiyah) Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said...

- Ad-Dahhak from Ibn ‘Abbas.

- As-Suddi reported from Abu Malik and Abu Salih from Ibn
‘Abbas, Ibn Mas‘nDd and [or] some men among the
companions.

— Al-Hasan Al-Basri reporting from or about the Prophet #z.

- Az-Zuhri [Muhammad bin Shihab] reporting from or about
the Prophet 3.

- ‘Urwah bin Az-Zubayr reporting from or about the Prophet .

- Tkrimah reporting from or about the Prophet .

- Qatadah reporting from or about the Prophet .

All narrations coming from these chains are unauthentic
according to the Sciences of Hadith. Their meanings, however,
may be correct as understood by authentic texts, and for this
reason they are commonly referenced.
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Reports from the Followers of the Companions and
those who Follow them

The following is a list of those who did not see the Prophet
#, but they report from companions of the Prophet i, while
often they themselves are quoted for Tafsir. Reports that are
attributed to them are used as additional support in
understanding certain issues by Ibn Kathir. Such quotes may,
or may not be authentically attributed to them. Wherever it is
mentioned that one of them said something, and that
statement contradicts other clearly authentic texts, then such
statements can not be held as evidence against the authentic
evidence.

Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Safd bin Jubayr, Said bin Al-Musayib, ‘Ata’
{bin Abi Rabah), ‘Ata’ Al-Khurrasani, Mugqgatil bin Hayyan, Ar-
Rabi‘ bin Anas, Ash-Shabbi, Qatadah, Mujahid, Tkrimah, Ad-
Dahhak, ‘Abdur-Rahméan bin Zayd bin Aslam (Ibn Zayd), Ibn
Jurayj.

Other Scholars After the Companions

The following are some scholars that Ibn Kathir often quotes
from. Since these scholars are not well known to the average
English reader, one should beware that their own statements
about the Prophet #%, his companions, or circumstances
surrounding the Qur'an’s revelation, are not to be considered
as important as authentically narrated texts.

Waki, Sufyan Ath-Thawri, Muhammad bin Ishaq, Ibn
‘Atiyyah, Ibn Abi Hatim, Ibn Jarir (At-Tabari).
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§148. Allah does not like
that the evil should be
uttered in public except
by him who has been
wronged. And Allgh is

Ever All-Hearer, All-
Knower.p
4149.  Whether  you

disclose a good deed or
conceal it, or. pardon an

evil, verily, Allih is
Ever Pardoning, All-
Powerful .»

The Permission to
Utter Evil in
Public, For One
Who Was Wronged

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ‘Abbas commented on the

Ayah,

U 5, 0, el A 22

4Allah does not like that the evil should be uttered in publicy
“Allah does not like that any one should invoke Him against

anyone else, unless one was wronged.

In this case, Allah

allows one to invoke Him against whoever wronged him. Hence

Alldh’s statement,

A

gexcept by him who has been wronged .
Yet, it is better for one if he observes patience.”!! Al-Hasan

11 At-Tabari 9:344.



16 Tafsir Ibn Kathir

Al-Basri commented, “One should not invoke Allah (for curses)
against whoever wronged him. Rather, he should supplicate,
‘O Allah! Help me against him and take my right from him.”1!
In another narration, Al-Hasan said, “Allah has allowed one to
invoke Him against whoever wronged him without
transgressing the limits.”

‘Abdul-Karim bin Malik Al-Jazari said about this Ayah;
“When a man curses you, you could curse him in retaliation.
But if he lies about you, you may not lie about him.

¢And indeed whosoever takes revenge after he has suffered

wrong, for such there is no way (of blame) against them.d”

Abu Dawud recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the
Messenger of Allah # said,
ol 5 156 e o G (Y G
tWhatever words are uttered by those who curse each other,

then he who started it will carry the burden thereof, unless the
one who was wronged transgresses the limit »2)

Allah said,
€S e 58 6 3§ 432 o2 LS 1 1A STOE W o)
¢Whether you disclose a good deed, or conceal it, or pardon an
evil ; verily, Allah is Ever Pardoning, All-Powerful.p

Meaning when you, mankind, admit to a good favor done to
you, or conceal it, and forgive those who wrong you, then this
will bring you closer to Allah and increase your reward with
Him.

Among Alldh’s attributes is that He forgives and pardons His
servants, although He is able to punish them. Hence Allah’s
statement,

405 G2 5 4 56
¢Verily, Allah is Ever Pardoning, All-Powerful .»
It was reported that some of the angels who carry Alldh’s

(1] At-Tabari 9:344.
(2] Abu Dawud : 4894.
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Throne praise Him saying, “All praise is due to You for Your
forbearing even though You have perfect knowledge (in all evil
committed).” Some of them supplicate, “All praise is due to
You for Your forgiving even though You have perfect ability (to
punish).” An authentic Hadith states,
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il A B Asty 150 ie VI 102 @135 Y Gaas Le JU W)
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«No charity shall ever decrease wealth, and Allah will only
increase the honor of a servant who pardons, and he who is
humble for Allih’s sake, then Allah will elevate his grade »!")
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4150. Verily, those who disbelieve in Alldh and His Messengers

and wish to make distinction between Allah and His Messengers

saying, “‘We believe in some but reject others,” and wish to
adopt a way in between .

€151. They are in truth disbelievers. And We have prepared for
the disbelievers a humiliating torment.»

€152. And those who believe in Allah and His Messengers and
make no distinction between any of them (Messengers), We
shall give them their rewards; and Alldh is Ever Forgiving,
Most Merciful .

Believing in Some Prophets and Rejecting Others is
Pure Kufr

Allah threatens those who disbelieve in Him and in His
Messengers, such as the Jews and Christians, who
differentiate between Allah and His Messengers regarding faith.
They believe in some Prophets and reject others, following their
desires, lusts and the practices of their forefathers. They do
not follow any proof for such distinction, because there is no
such proof. Rather, they follow their lusts and prejudices.

1} Muslim 4:2001.
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The Jews, may Allah curse them, believe in the Prophets,
except Tsa and Muhammad, peace be upon them. The
Christians believe in the Prophets but reject their Final and
Seal, and the most honored among the prophets, Muhammad,
peace be upon him. In addition, the Samirah (Samaritans) do
not believe in any Prophet after Yuwsha‘ (Joshua), the
successor of Misa bin Tmran. The Majias (Zoroastrians) are
said to believe only in a Prophet called Zoroaster, although
they do not believe in the law he brought them casting it
behind them, and Allah knows best.

Therefore, whoever rejects only one of Allah's Prophets, he
will have disbelieved in all of them, because it is required from
mankind to believe in every prophet whom Allah sent to the
people of the earth. And whoever rejects one Prophet, out of
envy, bias and personal whim, he only demonstrates that his
faith in other Prophets is not valid, but an act of following
desire and whim. This is why Alldh said,

€y 4 50585 il Gy
¢Verily, those who disbelieve in Alldh and His Messengers...»

Thus, Alldh describes these people as disbelievers in Allah
and His Messengers;

ser
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¢and wish to make distinction between Alléh and His
Messengers® in faith,
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¢saying, “‘We believe in some but reject others,” and wish to

adopt a way in between .»

Allah then describes them:;
€ 50 3 gy
¢They are in truth disbelievers.)
meaning, their disbelief in the Prophet they claim to believe in
is clear. This is because their claimed faith in a certain
Messenger is not true, for had they truly believed in him, they

would have believed in other Messengers, especially if the
other Messenger has a stronger proof for his truthfulness. Or
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at least, they would have strived hard to acquire knowledge of
the truth of the other Messenger.
Allah said,
¢And We have prepared jbr lhe disbelievers a humiliating
torment .

This is just punishment for belittling the Prophets whom they
disbelieved in, by ignoring what the Prophet brought to them
from Alldah, and because they are interested in the insignificant
possessions of this world. Or, their behavior could be the
result of their disbelief in the Prophet after they were aware of
his truth, just as the Jewish rabbis did during the time of
Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah #. The Jews envied the
Messenger because of the great prophethood that Allah gave
him, and as a consequence, they denied the Messenger, defied
him, became his enemies and fought against him. Allah sent
humiliation upon them in this life, that shall be followed by
disgrace in the Hereafter, ,

€5 G i ST e B 2 gk st
¢And they were covered with humiliation and misery, and they
drew on themselves the wrath of Alléh.»
in this life and the Hereafter. Alldh’s statement,

0o
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¢And those who believe in Alldh and His Messengers and make
no distinction between any of them,

This refers to the Ummah of Muhammad # who believe in
every Book that Allah has revealed and in every Prophet whom
Allah has sent. Allah said,

€50 o ¥ B g o 34 T A s

&The Messenger believes in what has been revealed to him from
his Lord, and (so do) the believers. All of them believe in
Allgh.p (2:285).

Allah then states that He has prepared great rewards for
them, tremendous favor and a handsome bounty,

(:‘5;- 3 Oso é‘g‘b‘)
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¢We shall give them their rewards;$ because of their faith in Allah
and His Messengers,

45 vk 40 5P

¢and Allgh is Ever Forgiving, Most Merciful .y for their sin, if they
have any.
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¢153. The People of the Scripture (Jews) ask you to cause a
book to descend upon them from heaven. Indeed, they asked
Musa for even greater than that, when they said: “Show us
Allah in public,” but they were struck with a bolt of lightning
for their wickedness. Then they worshipped the calf even after
Al-Bayyinat had come to them. (Even) so We forgave them.
And We gave Muisa a clear proof of authority .

¢154. And for their covenant, We raised over them the mount
and (on the other occasion) We said: ““Enter the gate
prostrating (or bowing) with humility;” and We commanded
them: “Transgress not on the Sabbath (Saturday).” And We
took from them a firm covenant.

The Stubbornness of the Jews

Muhammad bin Kab Al-Qurazi, As-Suddi and Qatadah said
that the Jews asked the Messenger of Allih to cause a book to
come down to them from heaven, just as the Tawrah was sent
down to Musa.l'l Ibn Jurayj said that the Jews asked the
Messenger to cause books to come down to them addressed to
so-and-so among them, testifying to the truth of what he was
sent with.l? The Jews only asked for this because of their
stubbornness, defiance, rejection and disbelief. The
disbelievers of Quraysh also asked for similar things from the
Prophet, as is mentioned in Sdarat Al-Isra’,

Il At-Tabari 9:356, 357.
121 At-Tabari 9:357.
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¢And they say: “We shall not believe in you, until you cause a
spring to gush forth from the earth for us;» (17:90)
Allah said,

(r,_ﬁ.."” b G5, 25550 4 06 D dS o BT s ik 5y
4Indeed, they asked Miisa for even greater than that, when they
said, "'Show us Allah in public,” but they were struck with a
bolt of lightning for their wickedness.»

injustice, transgression, defiance and rebellion. This part was
explained in Siarat Al-Bagarah,
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4¢And (remember) when you said: “O Musa! We shall never
believe in you until we see Allah plainly.” But you were struck

by a bolt of lighitning while you were looking. Then We raised

you up after your death, so that you might be grateful .y
(2:55,56)

Allah’s statement,
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4Then they worshipped the calf even after Al-Bayyinat had
come to them.d

meaning, after they witnessed the tremendous miracles and
unequivocal proofs at the hand of Musa in Egypt. They also
witnessed the demise of their enemy, Fir‘awn and his soldiers,
when they all drowned in the sea. Yet soon after, when they
passed by a people who were worshipping idols, they said to
Musa,
¢ A S E U sy
¢Make for us a god as they have gods.»

Allah explains the story of the Jews worshipping the calf in
Surat Al-A‘réf (7) and Surah Ta Ha (20) after Musa went to
meet with his Lord. When Musa returned, Allah decreed that
in order for the Jews to earn accepted repentance, then those
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who did not worship the calf would have to kill those who
worshipped it. They complied with this command, and Allah
resurrected them afterwards. Allah said here,

QES WL g G5 S o2 )
¢(Even) so We forgave them. And We gave Muisd a clear proof

of authority.»
Allah then said,

(. :\1- ’ ))U‘ )}’ < ’M;—
€And for their covenant, We raised over them the mount,$

This was when they refrained from implementing the rulings of
the Tawrdh and refused what Musa brought them from Allah.
So Allah raised the mountain above their heads and they were
ordered to prostrate, which they did. Even so, they were
looking above when they were prostrating for fear that the
mountain might fall on them,

('1 '.’("-El. Lhi ; o Y AL 9 S e TGS 59

4And (remember) when We raised the mountain over them as if
it had been a canopy, and they thought that it was going to Jall
on them. (We said): “Hold firmly to what We have given
you.”»

Alldh then said,

Ia ’Lﬂ ‘;!._‘f ;:L (J:’

dand We said, “Enter the gate prostrating (or bowing) with

humility ;"%
meaning that they also defied this command in word and
action. They were commanded to enter Bayt Al-Quds (in
Jerusalem) while bowing and saying “Hittah”, meaning: ‘O
Alldh! take from us our sin of abandoning Jihdd.’ This was the
cause of their wandering in the desert of Tih for forty years.
Yet, they entered the House while crawling on their rear ends
and saying ‘Hintah (a wheat grain) in Sha‘rah (the hair)’.

€55 3 LI ¥ 4 5p

dand We commanded them, “‘Transgress not the Sabbath
(Saturday).”’y
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We
commanded them to
honor the Sabbath
and honor what Allah
prohibited them on
that day.

0 63 g5 €8

¢And We took from
them a firm covenant.p
meaning, strong
covenant. They
rebelled, transgressed
and committed what
Allah prohibited by
using deceit and
trickery, as is
mentioned in Sirat
Al-A‘raf (7),
2.3 i
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¢And ask them about
the town that was by the
sea.y
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4155. Because of their breaking the covenant, and their
rejecting the Ayat of Allah, and their killing the Prophets
unjustly, and their saying : “Our hearts are Ghulf,” nay, Allah
has set a seal upon their hearts because of their disbelief, so they

believe not but a little.$
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4156. And because of their disbelief and uttering against
Maryam a grave false charge.»

€157. And because of their saying, “We killed Al-Masih ‘Isa,
son of Maryam, the Messenger of Allah,” but they killed him
not, nor crucified him, but it appeared as that to them, and
those who differ therein are full of doubts. They have no
(certain) knowledge, they follow nothing but conjecture. For
surely; they killed him not.»

¢158. But Allah raised him up unto Himself. And Allah is
Ever All-Powerful, All-Wise.»

€159. And there is none of the People of the Scripture, but
must believe in him, before his death. And on the Day of
Resurrection, he will be a witness against them .p

The Crimes of the Jews

The sins mentioned here are among the many sins that the
Jews committed, which caused them to be cursed and
removed far away from right guidance. The Jews broke the
promises and vows that Allih took from them, and also
rejected Allah’s Ayat, meaning His signs and proofs, and the
miracles that they witnessed at the hands of their Prophets.
Allah said,

€5 A% d Nl 4
dand their killing the Prophets unjustly,$

because their many crimes and offenses against the Prophets
of Allah, for they killed many Prophets, may Allah’s peace be
upon them Their saying:

¢bit ey
4" Our hearts are Ghulf,”’»

meaning, wrapped with covering, according to Ibn ‘Abbas,
Mujahid, Sa‘id bin Jubayr, ‘lkrimah, As-Suddi and Qatadah.!!
This is similar to the what the idolators said,

€ud) T3 Cs Fel o G 16

'l At-Tabari 9:364.
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§And they say: “Our hearts are under coverings (screened)
from that to which you invite us.”$

Allah said,
€K G
¢nay, Allah has set a seal upon their hearts because of their
disbelief, »

It is as if they had given an excuse that their hearts do not
understand what the Prophet says since their hearts are
wrapped with coverings, so they claim. Allah said that their
hearts are sealed because of their disbelief, as we mentioned
before in the explanation of Strat Al-Bagarah. Alldh then said,

€58 ) 555 58P
4¢so they believe not but a little.y

for their hearts became accustomed to Kufr, transgression and
weak faith.

The Evil Accusation the Jews Uttered Against Maryam
and Their Claim that They Killed ‘Isa

Allah said,
R 5 230§ b P

&And because of their (Jews) disbelief and uttering against
Maryam a grave false charge.»

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ‘Abbas stated that the Jews
accused Maryam of fornication.!!! This is also the saying of As-
Suddi, Juwaybir, Muhammad bin Ishaq and several others.”!
This meaning is also apparent in the Ayah, as the Jews
accused Maryam and her son of grave accusations: They
accused her of fornication and claimed that Isa was an
illegitimate son. Some of them even claimed that she was
menstruating while fornicating. May Allah’s continued curse be
upon them until the Day of Resurrection. The Jews also said,

80 3% 0 5 e 0 )

i} At-Tabari 9:367.
12 At-Tabari 9:367.
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¢'We killed Al-Masih, ‘Isa, son of Maryam, the Messenger of
Allah,”»
meaning, we killed the person who claimed to be the
Messenger of Allah. The Jews only uttered these words in jest
and mockery, just as the polytheists said,

5451 ) 250 o 35 ol Glsp

40 you to whom the Dhikr (the Qur'in) has been sent down!
Verily, you are a mad man!p

When Allah sent 9sd with proofs and guidance, the Jews,
may Allah’s curses, anger, torment and punishment be upon
them, envied him because of his prophethood and obvious
miracles; curing the blind and leprous and bringing the dead
back to life, by Allah’s leave. He also used to make the shape
of a bird from clay and blow in it, and it became a bird by
Allah’s leave and flew. Isa performed other miracles that Allah
honored him with, yet the Jews defied and bellied him and
tried their best to harm him. Allah’s Prophet 1sa could not live
in any one city for long and he had to travel often with his
mother, peace be upon them. Even so, the Jews were not
satisfied, and they went to the king of Damascus at that time,
a Greek polytheist who worshipped the stars. They told him
that there was a man in Bayt Al-Maqdis misguiding and
dividing the people in Jerusalem and stirring unrest among
the king’s subjects. The king became angry and wrote to his
deputy in Jerusalem to arrest the rebel leader, stop him from
causing unrest, crucify him and make him wear a crown of
thorns. When the king’s deputy in Jerusalem received these
orders, he went with some Jews to the house that Isa was
residing in, and he was then with twelve, thirteen or seventeen
of his companions. That day was a Friday, in the evening.
They surrounded qIsa in the house, and when he felt that they
would soon enter the house or that he would sooner or later
have to leave it, he said to his companions, “Who volunteers to
be made to look like me, for which he will be my companion
in Paradise?” A young man volunteered, but Isa thought that
he was too young. He asked the question a second and third
time, each time the young man volunteering, prompting Isa to
say, “Well then, you will be that man.” Allah made the young
man look exactly like 1sa, while a hole opened in the roof of
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the house, and Tsa was made to sleep and ascended to heavén
while asleep. Allah said, ’

L SR IR AN AL N L

§And (remember) when Allah said : “O ‘Isa! I will take you and
raise you to Myself.”'$

When 1sa ascended, those who were in the house came out.
When those surrounding the house saw the man who looked
like isa, they thought that he was Isa. So they took him at
night, crucified him and placed a crown of thorns on his head.
The Jews then boasted that they killed ‘Isa and some
Christians accepted their false claim, due to their ignorance
and lack of reason. As for those who were in the house with
1sa, they witnessed his ascension to heaven, while the rest
thought that the Jews killed 1sa by crucifixion. They even said
that Maryam sat under the corpse of the crucified man and
cried, and they say that the dead man spoke to her. All this
was a test from Allah for His servants out of His wisdom.

Alldh explained this matter in the Glorious Qur'an which He
sent to His honorable Messenger, whom He supported with
miracles and clear, unequivocal evidence. Allah is the Most
Truthful, and He is the Lord of the worlds Who knows the
secrets, what the hearts conceal, the hidden matters in heaven
and earth, what has occurred, what will occur, and what
would occur if it was decreed. He said,

€A 5 5 B g LB o
&but they killed him not, nor crucified him, but it appeared as
that to them,d

referring to the person whom the Jews thought was Isa. This
is why Allah said afterwards,

BRI o 6o AC T G w0 VT 553
4and those who differ therein are full of doubts. They have no
(certain) knowledge, they follow nothing but conjecture.y

referring to the Jews who claimed to kill Isa and the ignorant
Christians who believed them. Indeed they are all in confusion,
misguidance and bewilderment. This is why Alldh said,

€t LB v



28 Tafsir Ibn Kathir

&For surely; they killed him not.»

meaning they are not sure that Isa was the one whom they
killed. Rather, they are in doubt and confusion over this
matter.

&6 61 56 5y 6 5 o
¢But Alldh raised him up unto Himself. And Allah is Ever All-
Powerful 3

meaning, He is the Almighty, and He is never weak, nor will
those who seek refuge in Him ever be subjected to disgrace,
sty

4All-Wise.» in all that He decides and ordains for His
creatures. Indeed, Allah’s is the clearest wisdom, unequivocal
proof and the most glorious authority. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded
that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Just before Allah raised qsa to the
heavens, Tsa went to his companions, who were twelve inside
the house. When he arrived, his hair was dripping water and
he said, There are those among you who will disbelieve in me
twelve times after he had believed in me.’ He then asked, ‘Who
volunteers that his image appear as mine, and be killed in my
place. He will be with me (in Paradise)?’ One of the youngest
ones among them volunteered and 1sa asked him to sit down.
Isa again asked for a volunteer, and the young man kept
volunteering and ‘Isa asking him to sit down. Then the young
man volunteered again and fsa said, ‘You will be that man,’
and the resemblance of 1sd was cast over that man while 1sa
ascended to heaven from a hole in the house. When the Jews
came looking for {sa, they found that young man and crucified
him. Some of Isa’s followers disbelieved in him twelve times
after they had believed in him. They then divided into three
groups. One group, Al-Ya‘qubiyyah (Jacobites), said, ‘Alldh
remained with us as long as He willed and then ascended to
heaven.’” Another group, An-Nasturiyyah (Nestorians), said, ‘The
son of Allah was with us as long as he willed and Allah took
him to heaven.’ Another group, Muslims, said, ‘The servant and
Messenger of Allah remained with us as long as Allah willed,
and Allah then took him to Him.’ The two disbelieving groups
cooperated against the Muslim group and they killed them.
Ever since that happened, Islam was then veiled until Alldh
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sent Muhammad i ") This statement has an authentic chain
of narration leading to Ibn ‘Abbas, and An-Nasid'l narrated it
through Abu Kurayb who reported it from Abu Mu‘awiyah.!?!
Many among the Salaf stated that Tsa asked if someone would
volunteer for his appearance to be cast over him, and that he
will be killed instead of ‘Isa, for which he would be his
companion in Paradise.

All Christians Will Believe in ‘Isa Before He Dies
Allah said,
CRLS e 55 3l 15 S BB o B3 Y OIS0 0 e
&And there is none of the People of the Scripture, but must

believe in him, before his death. And on the Day of
Resurrection, he will be a witness against them.»

Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas commented,
a5 g So3d ) ST 0t G

&And there is none of the People of the Scripture, but must

believe in him, before his death.y
before the death of Isa, son of Maryam, peace be upon him.®!
Al-‘Awfi reported similar from Ibn ‘Abbas.l*! Abu Malik
commented;

€an 33 B3NP
&but must believe in him, before his death.

“This occurs after ‘Isa returns and before he dies, as then, all
of the People of the Scriptures will believe in him."%

The Hadiths Regarding the Descent of ‘Isd Just Before
the Day of Judgement, and his Mission

In the chapter about the Prophets in his Sahih, under, “The
Descent of 1sa, Son of Maryam,” Al-Bukhéri recorded that Abu

(1} Ibn Abi Hatim 4:1110.

12l An-Nasa’l in Al-Kubra 6 :489.
131 At-Tabari 9:380.

14] At-Tabari 9:380.

151 At-Tabari 9:380.
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Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah ## said,
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“By Him in Whose Hands my soul is, the son of Maryam (‘Isa)
will shortly descend among you as a just ruler, and will break
the cross, kill the pig and abolish the Jizyah.!"! Then there will
be an abundance of wealth and nobody will accept charitable

8ifts any more. At that time, one prostration will be better for
them than this life and all that is in it.»

Abu Hurayrah then said, “Read if you will,

O 4
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¢And there is none of the People of the Scripture, but must

believe in him, before his death. And on the Day of
Resurrection, he will be a witness against them.p™?

Muslim recorded this Hadith.®! So, Allah’s statement,
¢55 T3
&before his deathy refers to the death of 1sa, son of Maryam.

Another Hadith by Abu Hurayrah

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the
Messenger of Alldh # said,

e A e S R AL
«Isd will say ial™ from the mountain highway of Ar-Rawha’
for Hajj, ‘Umrah or both »5
Muslim also recorded it."®)! Ahmad recorded that Abu

1l A tax taken from non-Muslims, who are under the protection of the
Muslim government.

! Fath ALBari 6:566.

B3] Muslim 1:135, and refer to Fath Al-Bari 5:44 and 4:483.

4 «Loud calling”, as a Muhrim has to recite Talbiyah aloud when
assuming the state of Thram.

A},uﬁad 2:513. Ar-Rawh3’ is on route between Makkah and Al-
Madinah.

Muslim 1:135.
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Hurayrah said that the Prophet i said,
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«'Isa, son of Maryam, will descend and will kill the pig, break
the cross, lead the prayer in congregation and give away wealth
until it is no longer accepted by anyone. He will also abolish

the Jizyah and go to Ar-Rawha’ from where he will go to
perform Hajj, ‘Umrah or both.»

Abu Hurayrah then recited,
€50 35 o B3 ) STl 2 aisp
4And there is none of the People of the Scripture, but must
believe in him, before his death.»

Hanzalah said, “Abu Hurayrah added, ‘Will believe in {sa
before Isa dies,” but I do not know if this was a part of the
Prophet’s Hadith or if it was something that Abu Hurayrah
said on his own.”!!

Ibn Abi Hatim also recorded this Hadith.

Another Hadith

Al-Bukhiri recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the
Messenger of Allah # said,

s AL (55 G gl £ 05 K i
«How will you be when Al-Masih, son of Maryam (‘Isa)

descends among you while your Imam is from among
yourselves 712

Imam Ahmad!® and Muslim also recorded this Hadith.

Another Hadith

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the
Prophet i said,

(11 Ahmad 2:290.
21 Fath Al-Bdri 6:566.
1Bl Ahmad 2:272 and Muslim 1:136-137.
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«The Prophels are paternal brothers; their mothers are different,
but their religion is one. 1, more than any of mankind, have
more right to ‘Isi, son of Maryam, for there was no Prophet
between him and I. He will descend, and if you see him, know
him. He is a well-built man, (the color of his skin) between red
and white. He will descend while wearing kwo long, light
yellow garments. His head appears to be dripping water, even
though no moisture touched it. He will break the cross, kill the
pig, and banish the Jizyah and will call the people to Islam.
During his time, Allih will destroy all religions except Islam
and Allah will destroy Al-Masili Ad-Dajjal (the False Messiah).
Safety will then fill the earth, so much so that the lions will
mingle with camels, tigers with cattle and wolves with sheep.
Children will play with snakes, and they will not harm them.
‘Isa will remain for forty years and then will die, and Muslims
will offer the funeral prayer for him.» Abu Dawud also
recorded it.!")

Another Hadith

In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah related to
the Messenger of Allah i that he said,
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Il Ahmad 2:406, Abu Dawud : 4324, At-Tabari 9:388.
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«The (Last) Hour will not start until the Romans occupy Al-
A'maq or Dabig.! An army, comprised of the best of the
people of the earth then, will come from Al-Madinah and
challenge them. When they camp face to face, the Romans will
say, ‘Let us fight those who captured some of us.” The Muslims
will say, ‘Nay! By Allah, we will never let you get to our
brothers.” They will fight them. A third of the (Muslim) army
will flee in defeat, and those are the ones whom Alldh will never
Jorgive. Another third will be killed, and those are the best
martyrs before Allah. The last third will be victorious, and this
third will never be stricken with Fitnah, and they will capture
Constantinople (Istanbul). While they are dividing war booty,
after hanging their swords on olive trees, Shaytin will shout
among them, saying, ‘Al-Masih (Ad-Dajjal) has cornered your
people’. They will leave to meet Ad-Dajjal in Ash-Sham. This
will be a false warning, and when they reach Ash-Sham, Ad-
Dajjal will then appear. When the Muslims are arranging their
lines for battle and the prayer is called for, ‘Isa, son of
Maryam, will descend and- lead them in prayer. When the
enemy of Allah (the False Messiah) sees him, he will dissolve
just as salt dissolves in water, and if any of him were left, he
would continue dissolving until he died. Allah will kill him
with the hand of ‘Isi and will show the Muslims his blood on
his spear 11!

(1 Tweo cities close to Aleppo in Syria.
2l Muslim 4:2221.
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Muslim recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr said that the
Messenger of Alldh # said,

G OGS Gyl 138 1l Rl 0 B il 5,0 i
*You will fight the Jews and will kill them, until the stone will
say, ‘O Muslim! There is a Jew here, so come and kill him. Al

Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger
of Allé.h # said,
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«The Hour will not start, until after the Muslims fight the Jews

and the Muslims kill them. The Jew will hide behind a stone or

tree, and the tree will say, ‘O Muslim! O servant of Allah!

This is a Jew behind me, come and kill him." Except Al-

Ghargad, for it is a tree of the Jews 12!

Muslim bin Al-Hajjaj recorded in his Sahih that An-Nawwas
bin Sam‘dn said, “The Messenger of Allah #, mentioned Ad-
Dajjal one day and kept belittling him (because being blind, yet
claiming to be Allah) and speaking in grave terms about him
until we thought that he was hiding in gardens of date-trees (in
Al-Madinah). When we went by the Messenger, he sensed this
anxiety in us and said,

«S‘;..’d[.?. W]

«What is the matter with you?»

We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! Earlier, you mentioned Ad-
Dajjal and while belittling him you spoke gravely about him
until we thought that he was hiding in gardens of date-trees
(of Al-Madinah).’ He said,
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1 Muslim 4 :2238.
121 Muslim 4 :2239.
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oI fear other than Ad-Dajjal for you! If he appears while I am
still among you, I will be his adversary on your behalf. If he
appears while I am not among you, each one will depend on
himself and Allah will be the Helper of every Muslim after me.
He is young, with very curly hair and his eye is smashed. I
thought that he looked like ‘Abdul-"Uzza bin Qatan. Whoever
lives long and meets Ad-Dajjal, then let him recite the
beginnings of Surat Al-Kahf. He will appear on a pass between
Ash-Sham (Syria) and Al-‘Iraq. He will wreak havoc to the
right and left. O Servants of Allah! Hold fast.»

We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! How long will he stay on
earth?’ He said,

0,66 Ll ) GRS B35 S pa EXS L Uy Rt
tForty days: One day as long as a year, one day as long as a

month and one day as long as a week. The rest of his days will
be as long as one of your ordinary days.»

We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! As for the day that is like a
year, will the prayers of one day suffice for it?’ He said,
535 31,5081
tNo. Count for its due measure.»
We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, how will his speed be on
earth?’ He said,
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aLike the storm when driven by the wind. He will come to a
people and will call them (to his worship), and they will believe
in him and accept his call. He will order the sky and it will
rain, the land and it will grow (vegetation). Their cattle will
return to them with their hair the longest, their udders the
fullest (with milk) and their stomachs the fattest. He will come
to a different people and will call them (to his worship), and
they will reject his call. He will then leave them. They will
wake up in the morning destitute, missing all of their
possessions. He will pass by a deserted land and will say to it,
‘Bring out your treasures’, and its treasures will follow him
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Just like swarms of bees. He will summon a man full of youth
and will strike him with the sword once and will cut him into
two pieces (and will separate between them like) the distance
(between the hunter and) the game. He will call the dead man
and he will come, and his face will radiant with pleasure and
laughter. Afterwards (while all this is happening with Ad-
Dajjal), Allah will send Al-Masih (‘Isd), son of Maryam down.
He will descend close to the white minaret to the east of
Damascus. He will be wearing garments lightly colored with
saffron and his hands will be placed on the wings of two angels.
Whenever he lowers his head droplets fall. Whenever he raises
his head, precious stones that look like pearls fall. No disbeliever
can survive ‘Isi’s breath, which reaches the distance of his
sight. He will pursue Ad-Dajjal and will follow him to the
doors of (the Palestinian city of) Ludd where he will kill him. A
group of people who, by Allah’s help, resisted and survived Ad-
Dajjal, will pass by ‘Isi and he will anoint their faces and
inform them about their grades in Paradise. Shortly afterwards,
while this is happening with ‘Isa, Allah will reveal to him, ‘I
raised a people of My creation that no one can fight. Therefore,
gather My servants to At-Tir (the mountain of Miisd in
Sinai).” Then, Allah will raise Gog and Magog and they will
swiftly swarm from every mound. Their front forces will reach
Lake Tabariah (Sea of Galilee) and will drink all its water. The
last of their forces will say as they pass by the lake, ‘This lake
once had water!’” Meanwhile, ‘Isi, Allah’s Prophet, will be
cornered along with his companions until the head of a bull will
be more precious to them than a hundred Dindrs to you today.
‘Isd, Allah’s Prophet, and his companions will invoke Alldh for
help and Allah will send An-Naghaf (a worm) into the necks of
Gog and Magog! The morning will come, and they will all be
dead as if it was the death of one soul. Afterwards, ‘Isd, the
Prophet of Allah, will come down with his companions to the
low grounds (from Mount Ap-Tir). They will find that no
space of a hand-span on the earth was free of their fat and rot
(rotten corpses). ‘Is, the Prophet of Allah, and his companions
will seek Allah in supplication. Allah will send birds as large as
the necks of camels. They will carry them (the corpses of Gog
and Magog) and will throw them wherever Allah wills.
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Afterwards, Allah will send rain that no house made of mud or
animal hair will be saved from, and it will cleanse the earth
until it is as clean as a mirror. The earth will be commanded
(by Allah), ‘Produce your fruits and regain your blessing.’
Then, the group will eat from a pomegranate and will take
shelter under the shade of its skin. Milk will be blessed, so
much so that the milk-producing camel will yield large amounts
that suffice for a large group of people. Meanwhile, Allah will
send a pure wind that will overcome Muslims from under their
arms and will take the soul of every believer and Muslim. Only
the evildoers among people will remain. They will indulge in
shameless public sex like that of donkeys. On them, the Hour
will begin »1!)

Imam Ahmad and the collectors of the Sunan also recorded
this Hadith.?) We will mention this Hadith again using the
chain of narration collected by Ahmad explaining Allah’s
statement in Strat Al-Anbiya’ (chapter 21),

¢t EAL 258 g oK)

¢Until, when Ya'juj and Ma'jiij (Gog and Magog people) are
let loose (from their barrier) .»

In our time, in the year seven hundred and forty-one, a
white minaret was built in the Umayyad Masjid (in Damascus)
made of stone, in place of the minaret that was destroyed by a
fire which the Christians were suspected to have started. May
Alldh’s continued curses descend on the Christians until the
Day of Resurrection. There is a strong feeling that this minaret
is the one that 1sa will descend on, according to this Hadith.

Another Hadith

Muslim recorded in his Sahih that Ya‘qab bin ‘Asim bin
‘Urwah bin Mas‘Wd Ath-Thaqgafi said, “] heard ‘Abdulldh bin
‘Amr saying to a man who asked him, ‘What is this Hadith
that you are narrating? You claim that the Hour will start on
such and such date.” He said, ‘Subhdn Alldh (glory be to

M Muslim 4 :2250.

21 Ahmad 4:181, Abu Dawud 4:496, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 6:499, An-
Nasa'T in AFKubrd 5:15, Ibn Majah 2:1356.
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Allah),” or he said, There is no deity worthy of worship except
Allah.’

I almost decided to never narrate anything to anyone. I only
said, “Soon, you will witness tremendous incidents, the House
(the Kabah) will be destroyed by fire, and such and such
things will occur.” He then said, ‘The Messenger of Allah
said,
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vAd-Dajjal will appear in my nation and will remain for forty.
(The narrator doubts whether it is forty days, months, or
years). Then, Allih will send down ‘Isd, son of Maryam,
looking just like ‘Urwah bin Masid and he will seek Ad-Dajjal
and will kill him. People will remain for seven years with no
enmity between any two. Allah will send a cool wind from As-
Sham that will leave no man on the face of the earth who has
even the weight of an atom of good or faith, but will capture
(his soul). Even if one of you takes refuge in the middle of a
mountain, it will find him and capture (his soul). Afterwards,
only the most evil people will remain. They will be as light as
birds, with the comprehension of beasts. They will not know or
enjoin righteousness or forbid or know evil. Shaytan will appear
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to them and will say to them, ‘Would you follow me.’ They will
say, ‘What do you command us?’ He will command them to
worship the idols. Meanwhile, their provision will come to them
in abundance and their life will be good. Then the Trumpet will
be blown and every person who hears it, will lower one side of
his head and raise the other side (trying to hear that distant
sound). The first man who will hear the Trumpet is someone
who is preparing the water pool for his camels, and he and the
people will swoon away. Alldh will send down heavy rain and
the bodies of people will grow with it. The Trumpet will be
blown in again and the people will be resurrected and looking
all about, staring. It will be said to them, ‘O people! Come to
your Lord,’ ‘

Cuaiis A Had
¢But stop them, verily, they are to be questioned .
Blaas A JS op 1l 968 e tJUS QU Sy T 2l tdl
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ult will then be said, ‘Bring forth the share of the Fire.” It will
be asked, ‘How many?’ It will be said, ‘From every one
thousand, nine hundred and ninety-nine.” That Day is when

€ S S p
&the children will turn grey-headed,$ and,
L SR e
¢The Day when the Shin shall be laid barep "1

The Description of ‘Isa, upon him be Peace

As mentioned earlier, ‘Abdur-Rahmén bin Adam narrated
that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet # said,
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1 Muslim 4:2258.
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uf you see ‘Isd, know him. He is a well-built man, (the color of
his skin) between red and white. He will descend while wearing
light yellow garments. His head looks like it is dripping water,
even though no moisture touched it o'l

In the Hadith that An-Nawwas bin Sam‘an narrated,
watl Mo 0B sty B0 5y Ghe gavt (G E B S

. 2 G s el ot P PV e
Jes ¥ sl pud i & A A0 B ol el B g &G
7 s P e R N U 1 . L Lz

ﬂu)b -,g,..o’:"_ g_....}’: -’g_..u“"_ L:.AU b Y!‘}":"‘"@J‘L"‘!{QQ

«He will descend close to the white minaret to the east of
Damascus. He will be wearing two garments lightly colored
with saffron, having his hands on the wings of two angels.
Whenever he lowers his head, drops will fall off of it. Whenever
he raises his head, precious jewels like pearls will fall off of it.
No disbeliever can survive ‘Isa’s breath, and his breath reaches
the distance of his sight .»\?!

Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said
that the Messenger of Allah % said,

PR
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oI met Miisa on the night of my Ascension to heaven.»
The Prophet & then described him saying, as I think,

255,
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tHe was a tall person with hair as if he was one of the men
from the tribe of Shanii’ah.»"®!  The Prophet & further said,
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'] met ‘Isa.” The Prophet #% described him saying, ‘He was of
moderate height and was red-faced as if he had just come out of
a bathroom. I saw Ibrahim whom I resembled more than any of
his children did."»*!

(1 Abu Dawud 4 :498.

21 Muslim 4 :2250.

Bl The name of a tribe, descending from the Qahtani Arabs.
141 Fath Al-Bari 6:493, Muslim 1:154.
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Al-Bukhiri recorded that Mujahid said that Ibn Umar said
that the Messenger of Allah # said,
HRP A I FE S AP N 1 R EIPRRIOR AN it
g, 5 8B o L G )
oI saw Musa, ‘Isa and Ibrahim. ‘Isi was of red complexion and
had curly hair and a broad chest. Misd was of brown

complexion and had straight hair and a tall stature, as if he was
from the people of Az-Zutt.»l!!

Al-Bukhéri and Muslim recorded that Ibrahim said that
‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar said, “The Prophet i once mentioned the
False Messiah (Al-Masth Ad-Dajjal) to people, saying,
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eI
tAllah is not blind in His Eye. Al-Masih Ad-Dajjal is blind in
his right eye. His eye is like a protruding grape vl

Muslim recorded that the Messenger of Allah % said,
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tIn a dream, I was at the Ka’bah and Alldh made me see a light
- colored man, a color that is as beautiful as a light - colored
man could be, with combed hair that reached his shoulders. His
hair was dripping water, and he was leaning on the shoulders
of two men while circling the Ka'bah. I asked, ‘Who is this

man?’ I was told, ‘This is the Al-Masifi, son of Maryam.’
Behind him, I saw a man with very curly hair who was blind

( Fath Al-Bari 6:549, “Az-Zutt”, the term was used to refer to a
people from India or the Sudan region. See An-Nihdyah.
) Muslim 4:2248.
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in his right eye. He looked exactly as Ibn Qatan, and he was
leaning on the shoulder of a man while circling the House. I
asked, ‘Who is this man?’ 1 was told, ‘He is Al-Masih Ad-
Dajjal !l

Al-Bukhari recorded that Salim said that his father said,

“No, By Allah! The Prophet i# did not say that 1sa was of red
complexion but said,
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tWhile 1 was asleep circumambulating the Ka'bah (in my
dream), I suddenly saw a man of brown complexion and ample
hair walking between two men with water dripping from his
head. I asked, ‘Who is this?’ The people said, ‘He is the son of
Maryam.’ Then I looked behind and I saw a red-complexioned,
fat, curly-haired man, blind in the right eye, which looked like
a bulging out grape. I asked, ‘Who is this?’ They replied, ‘He
is Ad-Dajjal.’ The person he most resembled is Ibn Qatan 1*?
Az-Zuhri commented that Ibn Qatan was a man from the
tribe of Khuzéd‘ah who died during the time of Jahiliyyah. This
is the wording of Al-Bukhari. Allah’s statement,
€6t 1 55 5 5D
¢And on the Day of Resurrection, he (‘Isa) will be a witness
against themp

Qatddah said, “He will bear witness before them that he has
delivered the Message from Allah and that he is but a servant
of His.” In a similar statement in the end of Surat Al-Mda’idah,

€0 ZB S g o g 36 5
4And (remember) when Alldh will say (on the Day of
Resurrection): “O ‘Isd, son of Maryam! Did you say unto
men...” ' until,

() Muslim 1:154.
2] Fath Al-Bari 6:550.
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4160. For the wrongdoing of the Jews, We made unlawful for
them certain good foods which had been lawful for them —and
Jor their hindering many from Allah’s way ;%

€161. And their taking of Ribd though they were forbidden
from taking it, and their devouring men’s substance
wrongfully. And We have prepared for the disbelievers among
them a painful torment.$

4162. But those among them who are well-grounded in
knowledge, and the believers, believe in what has been sent
down to you and what was sent down before you; and those
who perform the Saldh, and give Zakah and believe in Allih
and in the Last Day, it is they to whom We shall give a great
reward .%

Some Foods Were Made Unlawful for the Jews Because
of their Injustice and Wrongdoing

Allah states that because of the injustice and transgression
of the Jews, demonstrated by committing major sins, He
prohibited some of the lawful, pure things which were
previously allowed for them. This prohibition could be only
that of decree, meaning that Allah allowed the Jews to falsely
interpret their Book and change and alter the information
about what was allowed for them. They thus, out of
exaggeration and extremism in the religion, prohibited some
things for themselves. It could also mean that in the Tawrah,
Allah prohibited things that were allowed for them before.
Allah said,

CAIRY)
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¢All food was lawful to the Children of Israel, except what

Isrd’il made unlawful for himself before the Tawrih was
revealed .»

We mentioned this Ayah before, which means that all types
of food were allowed for the Children of Israel before the
Tawrah was revealed, except the camel’s meat and milk that
Isrd’ll prohibited for himself. Later, Alldh prohibited many
things in the Tawrah. Allah said in Surat Al-An‘am (chapter 6),
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¢And unto those who are Jews, We forbade every (animal) with
undivided hoof, and We forbade them the fat of the ox and the
sheep except what adheres to their backs or their entrails, or is
mixed up with a bone. Thus We recompensed them for their
rebellion. And verily, We are Truthful .$

This means, We prohibited these things for them because
they deserved it due to their transgression, injustice, defying
- their Messenger and disputing with him. So Allah said;

¢For the wrongdoing of the Jews, We made unlawful to them

certain good foods which had been lawful to them, and for their
hindering many from Alldh’s way.y

This Ayah states that they hindered themselves and others
from following the truth, and this is the behavior that they
brought from the past to the present. This is why they were
and still are the enemies of the Messengers, killing many of
the Prophets. They also denied Muhammad and 1sa, peace be
upon them.

Allah said,

i L & iy sty
¢And their taking of Ribi’ though they were forbidden from
taking it,%
Allah prohibited them from taking Riba’, yet they did so
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using various kinds of tricks, ploys and cons, thus devouring
people’s property unjustly. Allah said,

RO o 5K 6L

¢And We have prepared for the disbelievers among them a
painful torment.» Allah then said,

€ A g 5h01 Sy
4But those among them who are well-grounded in
knowledge. . .»
firm in the religion and full of beneficial knowledge. We
mentioned this subject when we explained Siarah Al Imrdn (3).
The Ayah;
€Ly
dand the believers...p refers to the well-grounded in knowledge;
e ST W HT iy
¢believe in what has been sent down to you and what was sent
down before you ;3
Ibn ‘Abbas said, “This Ayah was revealed concerning
‘Abdulldh bin Salam, Thaflabah bin Sa‘yah, Zayd bin Sa‘yah
and Asad bin ‘Ubayd who embraced Islam and believed what
Allah sent Muhammad 3 with. Alldh said,
i Dy
dand give Zakih,p This could be referring to the obligatory

charity due on one’s wealth and property, or those who purify
themselves, or both. Allah knows best.

G 38 B 5245
dand believe in Allah and in the Last Day,$

They believe that there is no deity worthy of worship except
Allah, believe in Resurrection after death and the reward or
punishment for the good or evil deeds. Alldh’s statement,

X
¢lt is they,p those whom the Ayah described above,
(@52 r' - uz)
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4163. Verily, We

have sent the

revelation to you

as We sent the revelation to Nith and the Prophets after him;
We (also) sent the revelation to Ibrahim, Ismd'il, Ishaq, Ya'qub,
and Al-Asbit, (the offspring of the twelve sons of Ya'qub) ‘Isa,
Ayyub, Yunus, Harin, and Sulaymin; and to Dawud We

gave the Zabur.p

4164. And Messengers We have mentioned to you before, and
Messengers We have not mentioned to you, and to Misa Alldh

spoke directly .p

4165. Messengers as bearers of good news and warning, in
order that mankind should have no plea against Allah afler the
(coming of) Messengers. And Allah is Ever All-Powerful, All-

Wise.p
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Revelation Came to Prophet Muhammad i, Just as it
Came to the Prophets Before Him

Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Muhammad bin Abi
Muhammad said that ‘Tkrimah, or Said bin Jubayr, related to
Ibn ‘Abbas that he said, “Sukayn and ‘Adi bin Zayd said, ‘O
Muhammad! We do not know that Allah sent down anything
to any human after Muasa.’ Allah sent down a rebuttal of their
statement,

€5 b 5006 o5 ) A T O e T
¢Verily, We have inspired you (O Muhammad) as We inspired
Nith and the Prophets after him .p""!

Allah states that He sent down revelation to His servant and
Messenger Muhammad #% just as He sent down revelation to
previous Prophets. Allah said,

€n b 506 o5 &) B ® a e

¢Verily, We have inspired you (O Muhammad) as We inspired
Nuh and the Prophets after him,$ until,

(/)z N S

Uy 20l L)

¢...and to Dawud We gave the Zabir.»

The ‘Zabur’ (Psalms) is the name of the Book revealed to
Prophet Dawiid, peace be upon him.

Twenty-Five Prophets Are Mentioned in the Qur’an
Allah said,

€A% o8 SN2 5 0 B ER S

¢And Messengers We have mentioned to you before, and
Messengers We have not mentioned to youp

Before the revelation of this Ayah. The following are the names
of the Prophets whom Allah named in the Qur'an. They are:
Adam, Idris, Nuh (Noah), Had, Silih, Ibrahim (Abraham), Lut,
Isma‘il (Ishmael), Ishaq (Isaac), Ya‘qub (Jacob), Yusuf (Joesph),
Ayyub (Job), Shu‘ayb, Musa (Moses), Haran (Aaron), Yunus
(Jonah), Dawud (David), Sulayman (Solomon), Ilyas (Elias), Al-

b At-Tabari 9:400 The chain of narrators for this report is not
authentic.
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Yasa' (Elisha), Zakariya (Zachariya), Yahya (John) and Isa
(Jesus), and their leader, Muhammad 3i%. Several scholars of
Tafsir also listed Dhul-Kifl among the Prophets.

Allah’s statement,

sy op e P20 5 L2

AL s 3 S5
&and Messengers We have not mentioned to you,»

means, ‘there are other Prophets whom We did not mention to
you in the Qur’'an.’

The Virtue of Musa
Allah said,
s o A By
¢and to Miisd Allah spoke directly .y

This is an honor to Musa, and this is why he is called the
Kalim, he whom Allah spoke to directly. Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr bin
Marduwyah recorded that ‘Abdul-Jabbar bin ‘Abdullah said, “A
man came to Abu Bakr bin ‘Ayyash and said, T heard a man
recite (this Ayah this way):

LSS 1o s rls,

-

“and to Allah, Misa spoke directly.”

Abu Bakr said, ‘Only a disbeliever would recite it like this.” Al-
A‘mash recited it with Yahya bin Withab, who recited it with
Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman As-Sulami who recited it with ‘Ali bin Abi
Talib who recited with the Messenger of Allah &,

Qe o A KD
¢and to Miisa Alldh spoke directly 1"

Abu Bakr bin Abi Ayyash was so angry with the man who
recited the Ayah differently, because he altered its words and
meanings. That person was from the group of Mu‘tazilah who
denied that Allah spoke to Musa or that He speaks to any of
His creation. We were told that some of the Mu‘tazilah once
recited the Ayah that way, so one teacher present said to him,
“O son of a stinking woman! What would you do concerning

(1} At-Tabarani in Al-Awsat: 3325.
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Allah’s statement,
45 A ey g & O

¢And when Miisd came at the time and place appointed by Us,
and his Lord spoke to him,» [7:143]?”

The Shaykh meant that the later Ayah cannot be altered or
changed.

The Reason Behind Sending the Prophets is to Establish
the Proof

Allah said,
2 ez 1ot L
‘(uﬁe-}-u R St

X

¢Messengers as bearers of good news as well as of warning,

meaning, the Prophets bring good news to those who obey
Allah and practice the good things that please Him. They also
warn against His punishment and torment for those who defy
His commandments. Alldh said next, '

QS Gp 008 R 5 TR 51 8 5K Yy
<in order that mankind should have no plea against Allah after
the Messengers. And Allih is Ever All-Powerful, All-Wise.p

Alldh sent down His Books and sent His Messengers with
good news and warnings. He explained what He likes and is
pleased with and what He dislikes and is displeased with. This
way, no one will have an excuse with Alldh. Allah said in other
Ayat,

or sl 16 925 €y 21

s

i &

U a5 0y KT S5
¢And if We had destroyed them with a torment before this, they
would surely have said: “Our Lord! If only You had sent us a

Messenger, we should certainly have followed Your Ayat, before
we were humiliated and disgraced.”y and,

.

¢And if (We had) not (sent you to the people of Makkah) in
case a calamity should seize them for (the deeds) that their
hands have sent forth.»
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It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Ibn Masqd said that
the Messenger of Allah # said,

¥y ok Gy G b U et 5 B sl B it g 2l AT
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tNo one is more jealous than Allih. This is why He prohibited
all types of sin committed in public or secret. No one likes praise
more than Allah, and this is why He has praised Himself. No
one likes to give excuse more than Allah, and this is why He sent
the Prophets as bearers of good news and as warners.»

In another narration, the Prophet # said,
o 3l Az gt 3 gl

1And this is why He sent His Messengers and revealed His
Books .ol
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4166. But Allah bears witness to that which He has sent down

unto you,; He has sent it down with His knowledge, and the
angels bear witness. And Alldh is All-Sufficient as a Witness.»

4167. Verily, those who disbelieve and prevent (others) from
the path of Allah; they have certainly strayed far away.»

4168. Verily, those who disbelieve and did wrong; Allah will
not forgive them, nor will He guide them to a way.$

§169. Except the way of Hell, to dwell therein forever; and this
is ever easy for Allah.p

§170. O mankind! Verily, there has come to you the Messenger
with the truth from your Lord. So believe in him, it is better

1l Fath Al-Bari 8:146 and Muslim 4:2114.
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for you. But if you disbelieve, then certainly to Allah belongs
all that is in the heavens and the earth. And Alldh is Ever All-
Knowing, All-Wise.$

Allah’s statement

<) B T
¢Verily, We have inspired you...»

emphasized the Prophet’s prophethood and refuted the
idolators and People of the Scripture who denied him. Allah
said,

€0 5T 4 A Sy

4But Allah bears witness to that which He has sent down unto
you,d

meaning, even if they deny, defy and disbelieve in you, O

Muhammad, Allah testifies that you are His Messenger to

whom He sent down His Book, the Glorious Qur’an that,
4Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it, (it is)
sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise .y

Allah then said,
$uain 4503

Laaar2e 4

¢He has sent it down with His knowledge,»

The knowledge of His that He willed His servants to have
access to. Knowledge about the clear signs of guidance and
truth, what Allah likes and is pleased with, what He dislikes
and is displeased with, and knowledge of the Unseen, such as
the past and the future. This also includes knowledge about
His honorable attributes that no sent Messenger or illustrious
angel can even know without Alldh’s leave. Similarly, Allih
said,
€0 b i3 0h St GP

¢And they will never compass anything of His knowledge
except that which He wills.$ and,

g L P ¢
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¢but they will never compass anything of His knowledge.»
Allah’s statement,

13

ot KAy

dand the angels bear witness.p to the truth of what you came
with and what was revealed and sent down to you, along with
Allah’s testimony to the same,

it St K
¢And Allah is All-Sufficient as a Witness.» Allah said,

e o Yoo
.
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& Verily, those who disbelieve and prevent (others) from the path
of Allah, they have certainly strayed far away .»

For they are disbelievers themselves and do not follow the
truth. They strive hard to prevent people from following and
embracing Allah’s path. Therefore, they have defied the truth,
deviated, and strayed far away from it. Allah also mentions His
judgment against those who disbelieve in His Ayat, Book and
Messenger, those who wrong themselves by their disbelief and
hindering others from His path, committing sins and violating
His prohibitions. Allah states that He will not forgive them;

6.5 a5
¢nor will He guide them to a way (that is, of good).$
€01 G s S5 S0P

4Except the way of Hell, to dwell therein forever...» and this is the
exception. Allah then said,

X3 G2 126 855 1 3L 3200 K 55 280 Gy

4O mankind! Verily, there has come to you the Messenger with
the truth from your Lord, so believe in him, it is better for
you.p

This Ayah means, Muhammad i has come to you with
guidance, the religion of truth and clear proof from Allah.
Therefore, believe in what he has brought you and follow him,
for this is better for you. Allah then said,

LT it
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sagn \ €But if you disbelieve,

then certainly to Alldh
belongs all that is in the
heavens and the earth.)
Allah is far too rich
than to need you or
your faith, and no
harm could ever affect
Him because of your
disbelief. Allah said in
another Ayah,
R 44 ;K" o o jl:.;)
f,::l A k (e u’)‘Y‘ 3
¢DAF
¢And Musa said: “If
you disbelieve, you and
all on earth together,
then verily, Allah is

Rich (Free of all needs),
Owner of all praise.”y

Allah said here,
g i Sk

¢And Allah is Ever All-Knowing,»

He knows those who deserve to be guided, and He will guide
them. He also knows those who deserve deviation, and He

leads them to it,

¢All-Wisep in His statements, actions, legislation and all that

L {8
He decrees.
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¢171. O People of the Scripture! Do not exceed the limits in
your religion, nor say of Allah except the truth. Al-Masih ‘Isa,
son of Maryam, was (no more than) a Messenger of Allah and
His Word, which He bestowed on Maryam and a spirit from
[created by] Him; so believe in Allah and His Messengers. Say
not: ““Three!” Cease! (it is) better for you. For Allah is (the
only) One God, hallowed be He above having a son. To Him
belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth.
And Allah is All-Sufficient as a Disposer of affairs.»

Prohibiting the People of the Book From Going to
Extremes in Religion

Allah forbids the People of the Scriptures from going to
extremes in religion, which is a common trait of theirs,
especially among the Christians. The Christians exaggerated
over Isa until they elevated him above the grade that Allah
gave him. They elevated him from the rank of prophethood to
being a god, whom they worshipped just as they worshipped
Allah. They exaggerated even more in the case of those who
they claim were his followers, claiming that they were inspired,
thus following every word they uttered whether true or false,
be it guidance or misguidance, truth or lies. This is why Allah
said,

i b o3 0 ey st Ay

¢They took their rabbis and their monks to be their lords besides
Allah.»
Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said that Umar said
that the Messenger of Allah i said,

i 0 dE R O e o e e bl s sk

d,255
1Do not unduly praise me like the Christians exaggerated over

‘Isa, son of Maryam. Verily, [ am only a servant, so say,
‘Allah’s servant and His Messenger.’s!")

This is the wording of Al-Bukhari.!?!

i Ahmad 1:23.
2l path Al-Bari 6:551.
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Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said that a man
once said, “O Muhammad! You are our master and the son of
our master, our most righteous person and the son of our
most righteous person...” The Messenger of Allih said,

TR R AR A PR TR P
133 5 o It A e 5 s s el u gy e e
4O people! Say what you have to say, but do not allow Shaytin
to trick you. I am Muhammad bin ‘Abdullih, Alldh’s servant

and Messenger. By Allah! I do not like that you elevate me
above the rank that Allah has granted me !

Allah’s statement,
€I 41 5 S 9y
€nor say of Allah except the truth.y

means, do not lie and claim that Allah has a wife or a son,
Allah is far holier than what they attribute to Him. Alldh is
glorified, praised, and honored in His might, grandure and
greatness, and there is no deity worthy of worship nor Lord
but Him. Allah said;

8 0 ) W e B A 25 B e 5T D
¢Al-Masih ‘Isa, son of Maryam, was (no more than) a
Messenger of Allih and His Word, which He bestowed on
Maryam and a spirit from [created by] Him

1sa is only one of Alldh’s servants and one of His creatures.
Allah said to him, ‘Be’, and he was, and He sent him as a
Messenger. Isd was a word from Allah that He bestowed on
Maryam, meaning He created him with the word ‘Be’ that He
sent with Jibril to Maryam. Jibrll blew the life of Isid into
Maryam by Allah’s leave, and Isa came to existence as a
result. This incident was in place of the normal conception
between man and woman that results in children. This is why
Tsa was a word and a Ruh (spirit) created by Allah, as he had
no father to conceive him. Rather, he came to existence
through the word that Allah uttered, Be,” and he was, through
the life that Allah sent with Jibril. Allah said,

1) Ahmad 3:153.



Siirah 4. An-Nisd’ (171) (Part-6) 57
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¢Al-Masih  ['Isa], son of Maryam, was no more than a
Messenger; many were the Messengers that passed away before
him. His mother [Maryam] was a Siddigah. They both ate
food .»
And Allah said,
NSRS $ 06D 8 o JEE T JEE B S o J2 G

¢Verily, the likeness of ‘Isa before Alldh is the likeness of
Adam. He created him from dust, then (He) said to him: “Be!”
— and he was.$

L6 YEh GRS ey o e VS G | 535}
4And she who guarded her chastity, We breathed into her

(garment) and We made her and her son ['Isa] a sign for all
that exits.y (21:91)

( srer ers et %2
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§And Maryam, the daughter of ‘Imran who guarded her
chastity,®
and Allah said concerning the Messiah,

gL ezl A2y 5

§He [‘Isd] was not more than a servant. We granted Our favor
to him.p

The Meaning of “His Word and a spirit from Him”

‘Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ma‘mar said that Qatadah said
that the Ayah,

LA

€ s 2 4 G

¢And His Word, which He bestowed on Maryam and a spirit
from [created by] Him ¥

means, He said,
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¢S5
¢Bey» and he was.!!

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ahmad bin Sinan Al-Wasiti said
that he heard Shadh bin Yahya saying about Allah’s
statement,

€4 oo a2 ) Gty
¢and His Word, which He bestowed on Maryam and a spirit
from [created by] Him
“Isad was not the word. Rather, 1sa came to existence because

of the word.”?) Al-Bukhari recorded that ‘Ubadah bin As-
Samit said that the Prophet i said,

R RO RS AR IR TR TR R A
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uIf anyone festifies that none has the right to be worshipped but
Allah Alone Who has no partners, and that Muhammad is His
servant and Messenger, and that ‘Isi is Allah’s servant and
Messenger and His Word which He bestowed on Maryam and a
spirit created by Him, and that Paradise is true and Hell is

true, then Allah will admit him into Paradise with the deeds
which he performed 25!
In another narration, the Prophet i said,

al gl e Rk & gl 2

«...through any of the eight doors of Paradise he wishes.»
Muslim!*l also recorded it. Therefore, ‘Rih from Allah’, in
the Ayah and the Hadith is similar to Allah’s statement,

Ser ro Rit s o erzd & A Fos
(:e(,g‘?)yléb)gp‘ébﬁﬂ)

¢And has subjected to you all that is in the heavens and all that

' Abdur-Razzaq 1:177.
12 1bn Abi Hatim: 6310.
18} Fath Al-Bari 6:547.
Bl Muslim 1:57.
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is in the earth; it is all from Him.

meaning, from His creation. from Him’ does not mean that it is
a part of Him, as the Christians claim, may Allah’s continued
curses be upon them. Saying that something is from Alldh, such
as the spirit of Allah, the she-camel of Allah or the House of
Allah, is meant to honor such items. Alldh said,

¢4l 556 Lind
&This is the she-camel of Allah...» and,
€l & 4d
&and sanctify My House for those who circumambulate it.»
An authentic Hadith states,
1,13 3 25 & JA36
« will enter on my Lord in His Home!!!!
All these examples are meant to honor such items when they
are attributed to Allah in this manner. Alldh said,
€455 A 1LE
¢so believe in Alldh and His Messengers.»

believe that Allah is One and Alone and that He does not have
a son or wife. Know and be certain that 1sa is the servant and
Messenger of Allah. Allah said after that,

-
[ X AR

€58 5 G
€Say not: “Three!"$y do not elevate 9sa and his mother to be
gods with Allah. Alldh is far holier than what they attribute to
Him. In Strat Al-Mé&’idah (chapter 5), Allah said,
55 %0, W) ) 5 S5 S5 36 & Dy 6 G e )
&Surely, disbelievers are those who said: “Allah is the third of

the three.” But there is none who has the right to be
worshipped but One God .p

Allah said by the end of the same Stirah,
il Ly 2B SR o B s 036 35

11 Al-Bukhari 13:246, from the lengthy Hadith about the
intercession.
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¢And (remember) when Allih will say (on the Day of
Resurrection): “O ‘Isa, son of Maryam! Did you say unto
men : ‘Worship me’?"'p
and in its beginning,
€ 0 el 0 8 16 Al i

€Surely, in disbelief are they who say that Allah is the
Messiah, son of Maryam .

The Christians, may Allah curse them, have no limit to their
disbelief because of their ignorance, so their deviant
statements and their misguidance grows. Some of them believe
that 1sa is Allah, some believe that he is one in a trinity and
some believe that he is the son of Allah. Their beliefs and
creeds are numerous and contradict each other, prompting
some people to say that if ten Christians meet, they would end
up with eleven sects!

The Christian Sects

Said bin Batriq, the Patriarch of Alexandria and a famous
Christian scholar, mentioned in the ‘'year four hundred after
the Hijrah, that a Christian Council convened during the reign
of Constantine, who built the city that bears his name. In this
Council, the Christians came up with what they called the
Great Trust, which in reality is the Great Treachery. There
were more than two thousand patriarchs in this Council, and
they were in such disarray that they divided into many sects,
where some sects had twenty, fifty or a hundred members,
etc.! When the king saw that there were more than three
hundred Patriarchs who had the same idea, he agreed with
them and adopted their creed. Constantine who was a deviant
philosopher ~ gave his support to this sect for which, as an
honor, churches were built and doctrines were taught to
young children, who were baptized on this creed, and books
were written about it. Meanwhile, the king oppressed all other
sects. Another Council produced the sect known as the
Jacobites, while the Nestorians were formed in a third Council.
These three sects agreed that 1sa was divine, but disputed
regarding the manner in which 1sd’s divinity was related to his
humanity; were they in unity or did Allah incarnate in 1sal All
three of these sects accuse each other of heresy and, we
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believe that all three of them are disbelievers. Allah said,
it G2 Ve

§Cease! (it is) better for you.p meaning, it will be better for
you,

G EARECIL S et
&For Allah is (the only) One God, hallowed be He above having
ason.d
and He is holier than such claim,
€ieSG A 58 NG 0 o5t g C A
&To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the
earth. And Allah is All-Sufficient as a Disposer of affairs,

for all are creatures, property and servants under His control
and disposal, and He is the Disposer of the affairs. Therefore,
how can He have a wife or a son among them,

€5 § 38 3 BN saal iy

&He is the originator of the heavens and the earth. How can He
have children . and

iy e 2 e S G Gy

¢And they say: “The Most Gracious (Allah) has begotten a
son. Indeed you have brought forth (said) a terrible evil
thing.”’y

Up to His saying,

L {4
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4172. Al-Masih will never be too proud to be a servant of
Allah, nor the angels who are the near (to Alldh). And
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whosoever rejects His worship and is proud, then He will
gather them all together unto Himself.»

¢173. So, as for those who believed and did deeds of
righteousness, He will give them their (due) rewards — and
more out of His bounty. But as for those who refused His
worship and were proud, He will punish them with a painful
torment. And they will not find for themselves besides Alldh
any protector or helper.»

The Prophets and Angels Are Never too Proud to
Worship Allah

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said that, ‘proud’,
means insolent. Qatddah said that,
€350 A0 5 5 v D% F 2T
¢Al-Masih will never be too proud to be a servant of Allah nor
the angels who are near (to Allih).»
[they] will never be arrogant,!’) Allih then said,
Qg o) I W S0 OSSR o3

Tt ST .

¢And whosoever rejects His worship and is proud, then He will
gather them all together unto Himself.p

on the Day of Resurrection. Then, Allah will judge between
them with His just judgment that is never unjust or wrong.

tA e

458 of A5 i 1 SR 15 T 1 EB
€50, as for those who believed and did deeds of righteousness,
He will give their (due) rewards, and more out of His bounty.»

Allah will award them their full rewards for their righteous
actions and will give them more of His bounty, kindness,
ample mercy and favor.

et UK ot Gy
¢But as for those who refused His worship and were proud,
out of arrogance, they refused to obey and worship Him,
€ 05 65 4l 03 3 08 548 W5 i 235y

11 At-Tabari 9:424.
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¢He will punish them with a painful torment. And they will
not find for themselves besides Allah any protector or helper .$

In another Ayah, Allah said,
 EAPU 5 A Ry Cofiea s

¢ Verily! Those who scorn My worship, they will surely enter
Hell in humiliation,®

degradation, disgrace and dishonor, for they were arrogant and
rebellious.

s %e 2T T 2 s A A L . Bres s %2 z.¢ AAf -
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€174. O mankind! Verily, there has come to you a convincing

proof from your Lord; and We sent down to you a manifest
light.»

§175. So, as for those who believed in Allah and held fast to
[depend on] Him, He will admit them to His mercy and grace
(i.e. Paradise), and guide them to Himself by a straight path.»

The Description of the Revelation that Came From Allih

Allah informs all people that a plain, unequivocal proof has
come to them from Him. One that eradicates all possibility of
having an excuse, or falling prey to evil doubts. Alldh said,

€k 05 ) Wk
dand We sent down to you a manifest light.»
that directs to the Truth. Ibn Jurayj and others said, “It is the
Qur’an. !
o L2CES B, 00 o0 G
4So, as for those who believed in Allah and held fast to [depend
on] Him,p

by worshipping Him and relying on Him for each and every
thing. Ibn Jurayj said that this part of the Ayah means, “They
believe in Allah and hold fast to the Qur’an.”?

(11 At-Tabari 9:428.
12} At-Tabari 9:429.
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$He wilI admit them to
His mercy and grace,»

meaning, He will
grant them His mercy
and admit them into
Paradise, and will

o »/‘)

increase and multiply
their rewards and
their ranks, as a favor
and bounty from Him.
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and a clear way that
has no wickedness in
it or deviation. This,

et s ep —/)//f’ f/u”/ indeed, iS the
M‘”‘fé”'\""’b”"u description of the
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and the Hereafter, as
they are on the
straight and safe path
in matters of action and creed. In the Hereafter, they are on
the straight path of Allah that leads to the gardens of
Paradise.
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€176. They ask you for a Iegal verdict. Say: “Allah directs
(thus) about Al-Kalalah. If it is a man that dies leaving a sister,
but no child, she shall have half the inheritance, and [in her
case] he will be her heir if she has no children. If there are two
sisters, they shall have two-thirds of the inheritance; if there are
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brothers and sisters, the male will have twice the share of the
female. (Thus) does Allah make clear to you (His Law) lest you
go astray. And Allah is the All-Knower of everything.”’y

This is the Last Ayah Ever Revealed, the Ruling on Al-
Kaldlah

Al-Bukhari recorded that Al-Bara’ said that the last Sirah to
be revealed was Stirah Bard’ah (chapter 9) and the last Ayah
to be revealed was,

s p
€They ask you for a legal verdict.. p!")

Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir bin ‘Abdullah said, “The
Messenger of Allah # came visiting me when I was so ill that I
fell unconscious. He performed ablution and poured the
remaining water on me, or had it poured on me. When I
regained consciousness, I said, 1 will only leave inheritance
through Kalalah, so what about the inheritance that I leave
behind?’ Allah later revealed the Ayah about Fara’id
(inheritance [4:11)).”2 The Two Sahihs P! and also the Group
recorded it. In one of the wordings, Jabir said that the Ayah on
inheritance was revealed;

¢They ask you for a legal verdict. Say: “Allah directs (thus)
about Al-Kaldlah.p™

The wording of the Ayah indicates that the question was about
the Kalalah,

$omds 06 P
¢Say : “Alldh directs (thus)...»

We mentioned the meaning of Kaldlah before, that it means
the crown that surrounds the head from all sides. This is why
the scholars stated that Kaldlah pertains to one who dies and
M) Fath Al-Bari8:117.

) Ahmad 3:298.
Bl Fath Al-Bari 12:26 and Muslim 3:1235.

"I Fath Al-Bari 12:5, Muslim 3:1235, Abu Dawud 3:308, Tuhfat Al-
Ahwadhi 6 :273, An-Nasa’l in Al-Kubrd 4 :59 and Ibn Majah 1:462.
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leaves behind neither descendants, nor ascendants. Some said
that the Kaldlah pertains to one who has no offspring, as the
Ayah states,

€05 A o S yp
&If it is a man that dies, leaving no child,

The meaning and ruling of Kalalah was somewhat confusing
to the Leader of the Faithful ‘Umar bin Al-Khattdb. It is
recorded in the Two Sahihs that ‘Umar said, “There are three
matters that I wished the Messenger of Allah & had explained
to us, so that we could abide by his explanation. (They are: the
share in the inheritance of) the grandfather, the Kalalah and a
certain type of Riba.”!! Imam Ahmad recorded that Ma‘dan bin
Abi Talhah said that ‘Umar bin Al-Khattdb said, “There is
nothing that I asked the Messenger of Allah # about its
meaning more than the Kalalah, until he stabbed me with his
finger in my chest and said,

S5y T g A 4 ke
«The Ayah that is in the end of Siirat An-Nisa’ should suffice
for you 212

Ahmad mentioned this short narration for this Hadith, Muslim
recorded a longer form of it.*!

The Meaning of This Ayah
Allah said,
R

&If it is a man that dies.» Allah said in another Ayah,
€45 ) &6 58 ¥y
4Everything will perish save His Face.p

Therefore, everything and everyone dies and perishes except
Alldh, the Exalted and Most Honored. Allah said,

LTI CH e st B Fes Das Less LN (L (L7 @0 4
RN Gl 55 3 45 O (D O B K
(1 Rath Al-Bari 1:48 and Muslim 4:2322.

2 Ahmad 1:26.
1B Muslim 3:1236.
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¢Whatsoever is on it (the earth) will perish. And the Face of
your Lord full of majesty and honor will remain forever .

Allah said here,

€5 4 3y
¢leaving no child,p referring to the person who has neither

children, nor parents. What testifies to this, is that Allah said
afterwards,

€35 0 da OB &8 0
¢Leaving a sister, she shall have half the inheritance.p

Had there been a surviving ascendant, the sister would not
have inherited anything, and there is a consensus on this
point. Therefore, this Ayah is referring to the man who dies
leaving behind neither descendants nor ascendants, as is
apparent for those who contemplate its meaning. This is
because when there is a surviving parent, the sister does not
inherit anything, let alone half of the inheritance.

Ibn Jarir and others mentioned that Ibn ‘Abbas and Ibn Az-
Zubayr used to judge that if a person dies and leaves behind a
daughter and a sister, the sister does not inherit anything.
They would recite,

€35 © A G 2845 %5 4 ST SR T g
&If it is a man that dies, leaving a sister, but no child, she
shall have half the inheritance.)

They said that if one leaves behind a daughter, then he has
left behind a child. Therefore the sister does not get anything.
The majority of scholars disagreed with them, saying the
daughter gets one half and the sister the other half, relying on
other evidence. This Ayah (4:176 above) gives the sister half of
the inheritance in the case that it specifies. As for giving the
sister half in other cases, Al-Bukhari recorded that Sulayman
said that Ibrahim reported to Al-Aswad that he said, “During
the time of the Messenger of Allah %, Mu‘adh bin Jabal gave a
judgment that the daughter gets one half and the sister the
other half. !l Al-Bukhari recorded that Huzayl bin Shurahbil

M Al-Bukhari: 6741.
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said, “Abu Musa Al-Ash‘ari was asked about the case when
there was a daughter, grand-daughter and sister to inherit. He
said, ‘The daughter gets one-half and the sister one-half.’ Go
and ask Ibn Masqd, although I think he is going to agree with
me.’ So Ibn Mas‘id was asked and was told about Abu Muséa's
answer, and Ibn Mas®d commented, 1 would have deviated
then and would not have become among those who are rightly
guided. 1 will give a judgment similar to the judgment given by
the Prophet 2. The daughter gets one-half, the grand-daughter
gets one-sixth, and these two shares will add up to two-thirds.
Whatever is left will be for the sister.” We went back to Abu
Musa and conveyed to him Ibn Mas‘d’s answer and he said,
‘Do not ask me (for legal verdicts) as long as this scholar is still
among you.”!!
Allah then said,

CHd LIy 4
4... and he will be her heir if she has no children.»

This Ayah means, the brother inherits all of that his sister
leaves behind if she has no surviving offspring or parents. If
she has a surviving parent, her brother would not inherit
anything. If there is someone who gets a fixed share in the
inheritance, such as a husband or half brother from the
mother’s side, they take their share and the rest goes to the
brother. It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Ibn ‘Abbas said
that the Messenger of Allah #5 said,

055 J45 JJ3% San i 20 sl Sapnd bt

1Give the Fardi'd to its people, and whatever is left is the share
of the nearest male relative .»'?

Allah said,
&% & HHh0 B I P
&If there are two sisters, they shall have two-thirds of the
inheritance ;
meaning, if the person who dies in Kaldlah has two sisters,
they get two-thirds of the inheritance. More than two sisters

1} Al-Bukhari: 6736.
(21 Fath Al-Bari 12:17, Muslim 3:1233.
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share in the two-thirds. From this Ayah, the scholars took the
ruling regarding the two daughters, or more, that they share
in the two-thirds, just as the share of the sisters (two or more)
was taken from the Ayah about the daughters,

€45 0 O 5 55 A0 K oy
&if (there are) only daughters, two or more, their share is fwo
thirds of the inheritance.p [4:11].
Allah said,

€Nt B2 55 S8 W g Gy 6 usd
&if there are brothers and sisters, the male will have twice the
share of the femnale.»

This is the share that the male relatives (sons, grandsons,
brothers) regularly get, that is, twice as much as the female
gets. Allah said,

K5 5

€(Thus) does Allah make clear to you...»
His Law and set limits, clarifying His legislation,

s
¢Lest you go astray.p from the truth after this explanation,
ke 1 ey 40

¢And Allah is the All-Knower of everything.»

Allah has perfect knowledge in the consequences of
everything and in the benefit that each matter carries for His
servants. He also knows what each of the relatives deserves
from the inheritance, according to the degree of relation he or
she has with the deceased.

Ibn Jarir recorded that Tariq bin Shihdb said that Umar
gathered the Companions of the Messenger of Allah # once
and said, “I will give a ruling concerning the Kaldlah that even
women will talk about it in their bedrooms.” A snake then
appeared in the house and the gathering had to disperse.
‘Umar commented, ‘Had Alladh willed this (‘Umar’s verdict
regarding the Kaldlah) to happen, it would have happened.”!!

(1] At-Tabari 9:439.
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The chain of narration for this story is authentic. Al-Hakim,
Abu ‘Abdullah An-Naysaburi recorded that ‘Umar bin Al-
Khattab said, ‘Had I asked the Messenger of Allah # regarding
three things, it would have been better for me than red camels.
(They are:} who should be the Khalifah after him; about a
people who said, ‘We agree to pay Zakdh, but not to you
(meaning to the Khalifah),’ if we are allowed to fight them; and
about the Kalalah.” Al-Hakim said, “Its chain is Sahth
according to the Two Shaykhs, and they did not recorded it."!"!
Ibn Jarir also said that it was reported that ‘Umar said, “I feel
shy to change a ruling that Abu Bakr issued. Abu Bakr used to
say that the Kalalah is the person who has no descendants or
ascendants.”? Abu Bakr’s saying is what the majority of
scholars among the Companions, their followers and the earlier
and later Imams agree with. This is also the ruling that the
Qur’an indicates. For Allah stated that He has explained and
made plain the ruling of the Kalalah, when He said,

2 o5 K 46 N o et i 2y
€(Thus) does Allah makes clear to you (His Law) lest you go
astray. And Allah is the All-Knower of everything .p
And Allah knows best.

' Al-Hakim 2:304.
121 At-Tabari 9:437.
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The Tafsir of Siirat Al-Ma’idah
(Chapter - 5)

The Virtues of Sirat Al-Ma’idah; When It was Revealed

At-Tirmidhi recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr said, “The last
Strahs to be revealed were Siurat Al-Ma'idah and Suarat Al-Fath
{chapter 48).” At-Tirmidhi commented, “This Hadith is Hasan,
Gharib.”!! and it was also reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that
the last Siirah to be revealed was,

& 4
&When there comes the help of Allih and the Conquest,$'?

Al-Hakim collected a narration similar to that of At-Tirmidhi
in his Mustadrak, and he said, “It is Sahih according to the
criteria of the Two Shaykhs and they did not record it.”*! Al-
Hakim narrated that Jubayr bin Nufayr said, “I performed Hajj
once and visited ‘A’ishah and she said to me, ‘O Jubayr! Do
you read (or memorize) Al-Ma’idah ?’ 1 answered Yes.” She
said, 1t was the last Surah to be revealed. Therefore, whatever
permissible matters you find in it, then consider (treat) them
permissible. And whatever impermissible matters you find in
it, then consider (treat} them impermissible.”” Al-Hakim said,
“It is Sahih according to the criteria of the Two Shaykhs and
they did not record it.”"” Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdur-
Rahman bin Mahdi related that Mu‘awiyah bin Salih added
this statement in the last Hadith, “l (Jubayr) also asked
‘Alishah about the Messenger of Allah’s conduct and she

answered by saying, ‘The Qur'an.” An-Nasal also recorded
it.!15!

o s g

() Tunfat Al-Ahwadhi 8:436.

@' Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8 :437.

Bl A)-Hakim 2:311.

4] Al-Hakim 2:311.

15! Ahmad 6:188 and An-Nasa'i in Al-Kubra: 11138.
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¢In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful .»

¢1. O you who believe! Fulfill (your) obligations. Lawful to you
(for food) are all the beasts of cattle except that which will be
announced to you (herein), game (also) being unlawful when
you assume lhram. Verily, Alldh commands that which He
wills.d

€2. O you who believe! Violate not the sanctity of the symbols
of Allah, nor of the Sacred Month, nor of the Hady brought for
sacrifice, nor the garlands, nor the people coming to the Sacred
House (Makkah), seeking the bounty and good pleasure of their
Lord. But when you finish the Ihram, then hunt, and let not
the hatred of some people in (once) stopping you from Al-Masjid
Al-Haram (at Makkah) lead you to transgression. Help you one
another in Al-Birr and At-Taqwa, but do not help one another
in sin and transgression. And have Taqwa of Allah. Verily,
Alldh is severe in punishment.$

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that a man came to ‘Abdullah bin
Mastd and said to him, “Advise me.” He said, “When you
hear Allah’s statement,

€l 2l Gliy
€0 you who believe!y then pay full attention, for it is a righteous
matter that He is ordaining or an evil thing that He is forbidding.”
Khaythamah said, “Everything in the Qur’an that reads,
i 2ol Gliy

€O you who believe!y reads in the Tawrah, ‘O you who are in
need.” Allah said,
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€00 5P
4Fulfill (your) obligations.»

Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid and others said that ‘obligations’ here
means treaties.!!! Ibn Jarir mentioned that there is a
consensus for this view. Ibn Jarir also said that it means
treaties, such as the alliances that they used to conduct.”?!
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbis commented:

S0, U B <l ey
4O you who believe! Fulfill (your) obligations.p

“Refers to the covenants, meaning, what Alldh permitted,
prohibited, ordained and set limits for in the Qur’an.
Therefore, do not commit treachery or break the covenants.
Allah emphasized this command when He said,

s % FL s 28 P
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4¢And those who break the covenant of Allah, after its
ratification, and sever that which Allah has commanded to be
joined,» until, .
€00 2y
&unhappy (evil) home (i.e. Hell) 3™l
Ad-Dahhak said that,
i, By
&Fulfill your obligations.y

“Refers to what Allah has permitted and what He has
prohibited. Allah has taken the covenant from those who

proclaim their faith in the Prophet i and the Book to fulfill the
obligations that He has ordered for them in the permissible and
the impermissible.”

Explaining the Lawful and the Unlawful Beasts
Alldh said,

AN fg K5 L

11 At-Tabari 9:450.
12) At-Tabari 9:449.
1Bl At-Tabari 9:452.
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¢Lawful to you (for food) are all the beasts of cattlep

camels, cows and sheep, as Al-Hasan, Qatddah and several
others stated.!!) Ibn Jarir said that this Tafsir conforms to the
meaning of (‘beasts of cattle’) that the Arabs had. We should
mention that Ibn ‘Umar, Ibn ‘Abbas and others relied on this
Ayah as evidence to allow eating the meat of the fetus if it is
found dead in the belly of its slaughtered mother. ?! There is
a Hadith to the same effect collected in the Sunan of Abu
Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah and narrated by Abu Sa‘id
who said, “We asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah! When we
slaughter a camel, cow or sheep, we sometimes find a fetus in
its belly, should we discard it or eat its meat?’ He said,

otf 485 55 56 a1z By 28
vEat it if you want, because its slaughter was fulfilled when its
mother was slaughtered .»”

At-Tirmidhi said, “This Hadith is Hasan.”®! Abu Dawud
recorded that Jabir bin ‘Abdullah said that the Messenger of
Allah 3% said, 3 .
wef 3185 L asdi 380
“Proper slaughter of the fetus is fulfilled with the slaughter of
its mother.» Only Abu Dawud collected this narration.!*!

Alldh’s statement, .
8% By

dexcept that which will be announced to you (herein),

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that it
refers to, “The flesh of dead animals, blood and the meat of
swine.”S Qatdadah said, “The meat of dead animals and
animals slaughtered without Alldh’s Name being pronounced
at the time of slaughtering.”® It appears, and Allah knows
best, that the Ayah refers to Allah’s other statement,

1l At-Tabari 9:455.

2] At-Tabari 9:456.

Bl Abu Dawud 3:252, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 5:48 and Ibn Majah
2:1066.

Bl Abu Dawud 3:253.

51 At-Tabari 9:458.

161 At-Tabari 9:458.
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&Forbidden to you (for food) are: Al-Maytah (the dead
animals), blood, the flesh of swine, and what has been
slaughtered as a sacrifice for others than Allah, and that which
has been killed by strangling, or by a violent blow, or by a
headlong fall, or by the goring of horns - and that which has
been (partly) eaten by a wild animal .${5:3],

for although the animals mentioned in this Ayah are types of
permissible cattle (except for swine), they become
impermissible under the circumstances that the Ayah [5:3]
specifies. This is why Allah said afterwards,

bl o 2 G 453 0

¢Unless you are able to slaughter it (before its death) and that
which is sacrificed (slaughtered) on An-Nusub (stone altars)p

as the latter type is not permissible, because it can no longer
be slaughtered properly. Hence, Allah’s statement,

8 Fod) A iy K ekl

¢Lawful to you are all the beasts of cattle except that which will
be announced to you,y

means, except the specific circumstances that prohibit some of
these which will be announced to you.

Allah said,

€ 35 0 3 B
¢game (also) being unlawful when you assume Ihram .3

Some scholars said that the general meaning of ‘cattle’
includes domesticated cattle, such as camels, cows and sheep,
and wild cattle, such as gazzelle, wild cattle and wild donkeys.
Allah made the exceptions mentioned above (dead animals
blood, flesh of swine etc.), and prohibited hunting wild beasts
while in the state of Ihrdm. It was also reported that the
meaning here is, “We have allowed for you all types of cattle in

all circumstances, except what We excluded herewith for the
one hunting game while in the state of Thrdm.” Allah said,
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”;LZQ\VPJUYJ&LJJ\;_’,KJ o..s)
¢But if one is forced by necessity, without willful disobedience,
and not transgressing, then, Allih is Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful .»

This Ayah means, “We allowed eating the meat of dead
animals, when one is forced by necessity, under the condition
that one is not transgressing the limits or overstepping them.”
Here, Alldh states, “Just as We allowed the meat of cattle in
all conditions and circumstances, then do not hunt game
when in the state of Ihram, for this is the decision of Allah,
Who is the Most Wise in all that He commands and forbids.”

So Allah said;
—bj v SA' A:I ;‘)

¢Verily, Allah commands that which He wills.$

The Necessity of Observing the Sanctity of the Sacred
Area and the Sacred Months

Alldh continues,
LB ARNE R A LA Fd 4 Y

4O you who believe! Violate not the sanctity of Sha'a’ir Allih
(the symbols of Allah),%

Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Sha‘@’ir Alldh means the rituals of Hajj."t"!
Mujshid said, “As-Safi and Al-Marwah, and the sacrificial
animal are the symbols of Allah.”?! It was also stated that
Sha'a’ir Allah is what He prohibited. Therefore, it means, do
not violate what Allah prohibited. Allah said afterwards,

ol Y
¢nor of the Sacred Month,»

for you are required to respect and honor the Sacred Month
and to refrain from what Allah forbade during it, such as
fighting. This also lays emphasis on avoiding sins during that
time. As Allah said;

(11 At-Tabari 9:463.
2l At-Tabari 9:463. -
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¢They ask you concerning fighting in the Sacred Month. Say,
“Fighting therein is a great (transgression).”’$

and,
Q05 S5z G Gf e i 35 313
¢Verily, the number of months with Alldh is twelve months (in
a year).¥
Al-Bukhari recorded in his Sahih that Abu Bakrah said that
the Messenger of Allah £ said during the Farewell Hajj,
Fe g L eV ol B GIE gy S SIED § Oui Op
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vThe division of time has returned as it was when Allah created
the Heavens and the earth. The year is twelve months, four of
which are sacred: Three are in succession, (they are:) Dhul-
Qa’dah, Dhul-Hijjah and Muharram, and (the fourth is) Rajab

of (the tribe of) Mudar which comes between Jumada (Ath-
Thaniyah) and Sha’ban »!"

This Hadith testifies to the continued sanctity of these
months until the end of time.

Taking the Hady® to the Sacred House of Allih, Al-
Ka‘bah

Allah’s statement,
L 3% WAV RS 2
¢nor of the Hady brought for sacrifice, nor the garlands,$

means, do not abandon the practice of bringing the Hady
{sacrificial animals) to the Sacred House, as this ritual is a
form of honoring the symbols of Allah. Do not abandon the
practice of garlanding these animals on their necks, so that
they are distinguished from other cattle. This way, it will be

(1) Fath Al-Bari 10:10.
2] The animal offered as a sacrifice by the pilgrims.
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known that these animals are intended to be offered as Hady
at the Ka‘bah, and thus those who might intend some harm
to them would refrain from doing so. Those who see the Hady
might be encouraged to imitate this ritual, and indeed, he who
calls to a type of guidance, will earn rewards equal to the
rewards of those who follow his lead, without decrease in their
own rewards. When the Messenger of Allah # intended to
perform Hajj, he spent the night at Dhul-Hulayfah, which is
also called Wadi Al-‘Aqiq. In the morning, the Prophet # made
rounds with his wives, who were nine at that time, performed
Ghusl (bath), applied some perfume and performed a two
Rak‘ah prayer. He then garlanded the Hady and announced
aloud his intention to perform Hajj and ‘Umrah. The Prophet’s
Hady at the time consisted of plenty of camels, more than
sixty, and they were among the best animals, the healthiest
and most physically acceptable, just as Allah’s statement
proclaims,

£33, Jl.u o /?f Cr s s Lee ] s Ll
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&Thus it is, and whosoever honors the symbols of Allah, then it
is truly, from the piety of the hearts.p

Mugidtil bin Hayyan said that Allah’s statement,
€ 5

¢nor the garlandsy means, “Do not breach their sanctity.”
During the time of Jahiliyyah, the people used to garland
themselves with animal hair and pelts when they left their
areas in months other than the Sacred Months. The idolators of
the Sacred House Area used to garland themselves with the
tree-stems of the Sacred Area, so that they were granted safe
passage.” This statement was collected by Ibn Abi Hatim, who
also recorded that Ibn ‘Abbés said, “There are two Ayat in this
Surah (Al-Ma’idah) that were abrogated, the Ayah about the
garlands [5:2], and

€ o S g K6 A oy

4So if they come to you (O Muhammad %), either judge
between them, or turn away from them .p""}

1" At-Tabari 10:332.
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The Necessity of Preserving the Sanctity and Safety of
those who Intend to Travel to the Sacred House

Allah said,
46555 o on 0 55 fOAT S 5k Wi
¢nor the people coming to the Sacred House (Makkah), seeking
the bounty and good pleasure of their Lord.»

The Ayah commands: Do not fight people who are heading
towards the Sacred House of Allah, which if anyone enters it,
he must be granted safe refuge. Likewise, those who are
heading towards the Sacred House seeking the bounty and
good pleasure of Allah, must not be stopped, prevented, or
frightened away from entering the Sacred House. Mujahid,
‘Ata’, Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Mutarrif bin ‘Abdullah, ‘Abdullah bin
‘Ubayd bin ‘Umayr, Ar-Rabi‘ bin Anas, Mugqatil bin Hayyan,
Qatadah and several others said that,

- e X7 ,J:.—)

€5 on S5 55
¢seeking the bounty of their Lord.p

refers to trading.!"! A similar discussion preceded concerning
the Ayah;

€t o 935 15553 o 4 s 3
¢There is no sin on you if you seek the bounty of your Lord
(during pilgrimage by trading).»
Allah said;
€y d
dand pleasure.»

Ibn ‘Abbas said that the word ‘pleasure’ in the Ayah refers
to, “seeking Allah’s pleasure by their Hajj.” Tkrimah, As-Suddi
and Ibn Jarir mentioned that this Ayah was revealed
concerning Al-Hutam bin Hind Al-Bakri, who had raided the
cattle belonging to the people of Al-Madinah. The following

year, he wanted to perform ‘Umrah to the House of Allah and
some of the Companions wanted to attack him on his way to

1 At-Tabari 9:480-481 .



80 Tafsir Ibn Kathir
the House. Allah revealed,

13
€655y o o s 5 A S 5 Uy

¢nor the people coming to the Sacred House (Makkah), secking
the bounty and good pleasure of their Lord .p!")

Hunting Game is Permissible After IThram Ends
Allah said,

€hiuct AT G5
€But when you finish the hram, then hunt,$

When you end your Ihram, it is permitted for you to hunt
game, which was prohibited for you during Ihram. Although
this Ayah contains a command that takes effect after the end
of a state of prohibition (during Ihram in this case), the Ayah,
in fact, brings back the ruling that was previously in effect. If
the previous ruling was an obligation, the new command will
uphold that obligation, and such is the case with
recommended and permissible matters. There are many Aydt
that deny that the ruling in such cases is always an
obligation. Such is also the case against those who say that it
is always merely allowed. What we mentioned here is the
correct opinion that employs the available evidence, and Allah
knows best.

Justice is Always Necessary
Allah said,
3 o 01 2 el of 5 862 004 VD
dand let not the hatred of some people in (once) stopping you
from Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at Makkah) lead you to
transgression (and hostility on your part).»
The meaning of this Ayah is apparent, as it commands: Let
not the hatred for some people, who prevented you from
reaching the Sacred House in the year of Hudaybiyyah, make

you transgress Allah’s Law and commit injustice against them
in retaliation. Rather, rule as Allah has commanded you, being

(m At-Tabari 9:472,475. The narrations about the cause of revelation
for this Ayah are not authentic.
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just with every one. We will explain a similar Ayabh later on,
< 2% - oo § or 3% 4, ez porad MG er G7
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éAnd let not the enmity and hatred of others make you avoid
justice. Be just: that is nearer to piety,p

which commands: do not be driven by your hatred for some
people into abandoning justice, for justice is ordained for
everyone, in all situations. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Zayd
bin Aslam said, “The Messenger of Allah # and his
Companions were in the area of Al-Hudaybiyyah when the
idolators prevented them from visiting the House, and that was
especially hard on them. Later on, some idolators passed by
them from the east intending to perform ‘Umrah. So the
Companions of the Prophet i said, ‘Let us prevent those (from
‘Umrah) just as their fellow idolators prevented us.’ Thereafter,
Allah sent down this Ayah.”!! Ibn Abbas and others said that
“Shana’an’ refers to enmity and hate. Allah said next,

€500 ST ge 5 95 G 1 15553
¢Help you one another in Al-Birr and At-Taqwa; but do not
help one another in sin and transgression.$

Allah commands His believing servants to help one another
perform righteous, good deeds, which is the meaning of ‘Al-
Birr’, and to avoid sins, which is the meaning of ‘At-Taqwa’.
Allah forbids His servants from helping one another in sin,
Jthm’ and committing the prohibitions. Ibn Jarir said that,
“Ithm means abandoning what Allah has ordained, while
transgression means overstepping the limits that Allah set in
your religion, along with overstepping what Allah has ordered
concerning yourselves and others.”? Imam Ahmad recorded
that Anas bin Malik said that the Messenger of Allah #£ said,

Gl 5T b B ain
«Support your brother whether he was unjust or the victim of
injustice.»
He was asked, “O Messenger of Allah! We know about
helping him when he suffers injustice, so what about helping

(1 At-Tabari 9:478.
(2] At-Tabari 9:490.
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P k him when he commits

injustice?” He said,
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tPrevent and stop him
from committing injus-
tice, and this represents
givin support  to
him o111

Al-Bukhari recorded
this Hadith through
Hushaym.!?) Ahmad
recorded that one of
the Companions of
the Prophet #
narrated the Hadith,
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tThe believer who

mingles with people and is patxent with
more reward than the believer who does

their annoyance, earns
not mingle with people

and does not observe patience with their annoyance .
Muslim!*! recorded a Hadith that states,
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tHe who calls to a guidance, will earn a reward similar to the

'} Ahmad 3:99.

(2} Fath Al-Bari5:117.
) Ahmad 5:365.

11 Muslim 4 :2060.
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rewards of those who accept his call, until the Day of
Resurrection, without decreasing their rewards. Whoever calls
to a heresy, will carry a burden similar to the burdens of those
who accept his call, until the Day of Resurrection, without
decreasing their own burdens.»
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¢3. Forbidden to you (for food) are: Al-Maytah (the dead
animals), blood, the flesh of swine, and that which has been
slaughtered as a sacrifice for other than Allah, and that which
has been killed by strangling, or by a violent blow, or by a
headlong fall, or by the goring of horns —and that which has
been (partly) eaten by a wild animal — unless you are able to
slaughter it (before its death) - and that which is sacrificed
(slaughtered) on An-Nusub (stone altars). (Forbidden) also is to
make decisions with Al-Azlam (arrows) (all) that is Fisq
(disobedience and sin). This day, those who disbelieved have
given up all hope of your religion; so fear them not, but fear
Me. This day, 1 have perfected your religion for you, completed
My favor upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your
religion. But as for him who is forced by severe hunger, with
no inclination to sin (such can eat these above mentioned
animals), then surely, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .»

The Animals that are Unlawful to Eat

Allah informs His servants that He forbids consuming the

. mentioned types of foods, such as the Maytah, which is the
animal that dies before being properly slaughtered or hunted.
Allah forbids this type of food due to the harm it causes,
because of the blood that becomes clogged in the veins of the
dead animal. Therefore, the Maytah is harmful, religiously and
physically, and this is why Allah has prohibited it. The only
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exception to this ruling is fish, for fish is allowed, even when
dead, by slaughtering or otherwise. Malik in his Muwatta, also
Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa’l and Ibn Majah in their
Sunan, Ibn Khuzaymah and Ibn Hibban in their Sahihs, all
recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah
# was asked about seawater. He said,

250y,

LY :k.jl §1H j)ﬁa.)l _’,}.n
uts water is pure and its dead are permissible !

The same ruling applies to locusts, as proven in a Hadith
that we will mention later. Allah’s statement,

435>
¢blood. . .»
This refers to flowing blood, according to Ibn ‘Abbas and Sa‘id
bin Jubayr, and it is similar to Allah’s other statement,

¢ Lo s

(\._,A.-a LS
¢Blood poured forth...p
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas was asked about the
spleen and he said, “Eat it.” They said, “It is blood.” He said,
“You are only prohibited blood that was poured forth.” Abu

‘Abdullah, Muhammad bin Idris Ash-Shafi1 recorded that Ibn
‘Umar said that the Messenger of Allah # said,

A6 pudn GTy Snady easd e 6B sy g G Jah
PNATH
tWe were allowed two dead animals and two (kinds of) blood.

As for the kwo dead animals, they are fish and locust. As for
the two bloods, they are liver and spleen .\

Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, Ibn Majah, Ad-Daraqutni and Al-
Bayhaqi also recorded this Hadith through ‘Abdur-Rahmaén bin
Zayd bin Aslam, who is a weak narrator.®!

" Abu Dawud 1:64, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 1:224, An-Nasa’i 1:50, Ibn
Majah 1:136, Ibn Khuzaymah 1:59, Ibn Hibban 2:272.

) Musnad Ash-Shafi12:173.

11 Ahmad 2:97, Ad-Daraqutni 4:272, Al-Bayhaqi 1:254, and others.
It is considered authentic due to its many routes.
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Allah’s statement,

(73

€t 55
¢the flesh of swine...»

includes domesticated and wild swine, and also refers to the
whole animal, including its fat, for this is what the Arabs
mean by Lahm or ‘flesh’. Muslim recorded that Buraydah bin
Al-Husayb Al-Aslami said that the Messenger of Allah # said,

sy il o 305 Bl W (s Sl B
tHe who plays Nardshir (a game with dice that involves

gambling) is just like the one who puts his hand in the flesh
and blood of swine !l

If this is the case with merely touching the flesh and blood
of swine, so what about eating and feeding on it? This Hadith
is a proof that Lahm means the entire body of the animal,
including its fat. In is recorded in the Two Sahihs that the
Messenger of Allah #& said,

s ity £y AR &5 5 o Op
vAllah made the trade of alcohol, dead animals, pigs and idols
illegal .»

The people asked, “O Allah’s Messenger! What about the fat
of dead animals, for it was used for greasing the boats and the
hides; and people use it for lanterns?” He said,

5 35
«No, it is illegal 12}

In the Sahih of Al-Bukhari, Abu Sufyan narrated that he
said to Heraclius, Emperor of Rome, “He (Muhammad)
prohibited us from eating dead animals and blood.”

Allah said,

L PPN

$¢And that which has been slaughtered as a sacrifice for other
than Allah.»

1 Muslim 4:1770.
12) Fath Al-Bari 4:495, Muslim 3:1207.
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Therefore, the animals on which a name other than Allih
was mentioned upon slaughtering it, is impermissible, because
Allah made it necessary to mention His Glorious Name upon
slaughtering the animals, which He created. Whoever does not
do so, mentioning other than Allah’s Name, such as the name
of an idol, a false deity or a monument, when slaughtering, he
makes this meat unlawful, according to the consensus.

Allah’s statement,

{k,r:*ﬁ;%
¢and that which has been killed by strangling...»
either intentionally or by mistake, such as when an animal

moves while restrained and dies by strangulation because of
its struggling, this animal is also unlawful to eat.

€535
¢or by a violent blow...»

This refers to the animal that is hit with a heavy object until it
dies. Ibn ‘Abbas and several others said it is the animal that is
hit with a staff until it dies."!! Qatadah said, “The people of
Jahiliyyah used to strike the animal with sticks and when it
died, they would eat it.”? It is recorded in the Sahih that ‘Adi
bin Hatim said, “I asked, ‘O Allah’s Messenger! I use the
Mi‘rad” for hunting and catch game with it.’ He replied,

Y PR LB R BT S T T
‘:.lét:)b—\-_-g)}; ubyﬁub‘dp 6:1;’;,}’0&‘,‘-9“3\"_-‘) ‘3!"

uIf the game is hit by its sharp edge, eat it. But, if it is hit by its
broad side, do not eat it, for it has been beaten to death %}

Therefore, the Prophet & made a distinction between killing
the animal with the sharp edge of an arrow or a hunting stick,
and rendered it lawful, and what is killed by the broad side of
an object, and rendered it unlawful because it was beaten to
death. There is a consensus among the scholars of Figh on this
subject.

1) At-Tabari 9:496.

(2] A¢-Tabari 9:496.

131 A sharp-edged piece of wood or a piece of wood provided with a
piece of iron used for hunting.

¥l Fath Al-Bari 9:518.
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As for the animal that falls headlong from a high place and
dies as a result, it is also prohibited. ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah
reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that an animal that dies by a
headlong fall, “Is that which falls from a mountain.™!
Qatadah said that it is the animal that falls in a well.l?) As-
Suddi said that it is the animal that falls from a mountain or
in a well.®!

As for the animal that dies by being gorged by another
animal, it is also prohibited, even if the horn opens a flesh
wound and it bleeds to death from its neck.

Allah’s statement,

@ F G
4and that which has been (partly) eaten by a wild animal,®

refers to the animal that was attacked by a lion, leopard, tiger,
wolf or dog, then the wild beast eats a part of it and it dies
because of that. This type is also prohibited, even if the animal
bled to death from its neck. There is also a consensus on this
ruling. During the time of Jahiliyyah, the people used to eat
the sheep, camel, or cow that were partly eaten by a wild
animal. Allah prohibited this practice for the believers.
Allah’s statement,

Gy
4unless you are able to slaughter it,3

before it dies, due to the causes mentioned above. This part of
the Ayah is connected to,
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dand that which has been killed by strangling, or by a violent
blow, or by a headlong fall, or by the goring of horns - and that
which has been (partly) eaten by a wild animal .»

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas commented on
Allah’s statement,

Gy

(1 At-Tabari 9:498.
12l At-Tabari 9:498.
B At-Tabari 9:498.
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¢unless you are able to slaughter it,»

“Unless you are able to slaughter the animal in the cases
mentioned in the Ayah while it is still alive, then eat it, for it
was properly slaughtered.”!! Similar was reported from Sa‘id
bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and As-Suddi.?! Ibn Jarir
recorded that ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “If you
are able to slaughter the animal that has been hit by a violent
blow, or by a headlong fall, or by the gorging of horns while it
still moves a foot or a leg, then eat from its meat.”® Similar
was reported from Tawus, Al-Hasan, Qatddah, ‘Ubayd bin
‘Umayr, Ad-Dahhak and several others, that if the animal that
is being slaughtered still moves, thus demonstrating that it is
still alive while slaughtering, then it is lawful.*!

The Two Sahihs recorded that Rafi‘ bin Khadij said, “I asked,
‘O Allah’s Messengerl We fear that we may meet our enemy
tomorrow and we have no knives, could we slaughter the
animals with reeds?’ The Prophet i said,

Lo oKasley g o g o8 L ot 555y i gt w
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tYou can use what makes blood flow and you can eat what is
slaughtered with the Name of Allah. But do not use teeth or
claws (in slaughtering). I will tell you why, as for teeth, they
are bones, and claws are used by Ethiopians for
slaughtering »15!

Allah said next,

ol g pl 3P
dand that which is sacrificed on An-Nusub.p

Nusub were stone altars that were erected around the
Ka‘bah, as Mujéhid and Ibn Jurayj stated.® Ibn Jurayj said,
“There were three hundred and sixty Nusub [around the

(1 At-Tabari 9:502.

(2l At-Tabari 9:504, 507.

31 At-Tabari 9:503.

4] At-Tabari 9:504.

(51 Fath Al-Bari 9:554, Muslim 3:1558.
16 At-Tabari 9:508.
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Ka‘bah] that the Arabs used to slaughter in front of, during
the time of Jdhiliyyah. They used to sprinkle the animals that
came to the Ka‘bah with the blood of slaughtered animals,
whose meat they cut to pieces and placed on the altars.”!!
Allah forbade this practice for the believers. He also forbade
them from eating the meat of animals that were slaughtered in
the vicinity of the Nusub, even if Allah’s Name was mentioned
on these animals when they were slaughtered, because it is a
type of Shirk that Allah and His Messenger ¥ have forbidden.

The Prohibition of Using Al-Azlam for Decision Making
Allah said,

N RIS
&(Forbidden) also is to make decisions with Al-Azlam$

The Ayah commands, “O believers! You are forbidden to use
Al-Azlam (arrows) for decision making,” which was a practice
of the Arabs during the time of Jahiliyyah. They would use
three arrows, one with the word ‘Do’ written on it, another
that says ‘Do not’, while the third does not say anything. Some
of them would write on the first arrow, ‘My Lord commanded
me,” and, ‘My Lord forbade me,” on the second arrow and they
would not write anything on the third arrow. If the blank
arrow was picked, the person would keep trying until the
arrow that says do or do not was picked, and the person
would implement the command that he picked. Ibn ‘Abbas
said that the Azldm were arrows that they used to seek
decisions through.l’ Muhammad bin Ishiaq and others said
that the major idol of the tribe of Quraysh was Hubal, which
was erected on the tip of a well inside the Ka‘bah, where gifts
were presented and where the treasure of the Ka‘bah was
kept. There, they also had seven arrows that they would use
to seek a decision concerning matters of dispute. Whatever the
chosen arrow would tell them, they would abide by it Al-
Bukhari® recorded that when the Prophet i entered Al-

11 At-Tabari 9:508.
12} At-Tabari 9:515.
(3] At-Tabari 9:513.
191 Fath Al-Bari 6:446.
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Ka‘'bah (after Makkah was conquered), he found pictures of
Ibrahim and Isma‘l in it holding the Azlam in their hands. The
Prophet commented,

ikl gy e 13 i 1,25 35 e
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“May Allah fight them (the idolaters)! They know that they
never used the Azldm to make decisions.»

Mujdhid commented on Allah’s statement,
IV S
4(Forbidden) also is to make decisions with Al-Azlam,»

“These were arrows that the Arabs used, and dice that the
Persians and Romans used in gambling.”!'l This statement by
Mujahid, that these arrows were used in gambling, is doubtful
unless we say that they used the arrows for gambling sometimes
and for decisions other times, and Allah knows best. We should
also state that Allah mentioned Azldm and gambling in His
statement before the end of the Surah (5:90, 91),
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40 you who believe! Intoxicants (all kinds of alcoholic drinks),
and gambling, and Al-Ansab, and Al-Azlam are an
abomination of Shaytan’s handiwork. So avoid that in order that
you may be successful. Shaytan wants only to excite enmity
and hatred between you with intoxicants (alcoholic drinks) and
gambling, and hinder you from the remembrance of Allih and
from the Saldh (the prayer). So, will you not then abstain?}

In this Ayah, Allah said,
€35 %95 SING LA )
¢(Forbidden) also is to make decisions with Al-Azlam, (all) that
is Fisq.p
meaning, all these practices constitute disobedience, sin,
misguidance, ignorance and, above all, Shirk.

1 At-Tabari 9:512.
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wording collected by Ahmad, and At-Tirmidhi

] Ahmad 3:344, Fath Al-Bari 3:58, Abu pawud 2:187, Tuhfat Al

Ahwadhi 2:591, An-Nasa'l 6 :80

and Tbn Majah 1 1440.
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aytan and the Disbelievers Do Not H
Will Ever Follow Them G

Allah said,

€This day, those who disbelieved havc given up all hope of your
religion ;¥

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that the
Ayah means, “They gave up hope that Muslims would revert to
their rehglon " This is similar to the saying of ‘Ata’ bin Abi
Rabah, As-Suddi and Mugatil bin Hayyan.””! This meaning is
supported by a Hadith recorded in the Sahih that states,
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«Verily, Shaytan has given up hope that those who pray in the

Arabian Peninsula, will worship him. But he will stll stir
trouble among them !

It is also possible that the Ayah negates the possibility that
the disbelievers and Shaytan will ever be like Muslims, since
Muslims have various qualities that contradict Shirk and its
people. This is why Allah commanded His believing servants to
observe patience, to be steadfast in defying and contradicting
the disbelievers, and to fear none but Allah. Allah said,

056 AE i
€So fear them not, but fear Me.3

meaning, ‘do not fear them when you contradict them. Rather,
fear Me and I will give you victory over them, I will eradicate
them, and make you prevail over them, I will please your
hearts and raise you above them in this life and the Hereafter.’

Islam Has Been Perfected For Muslims
Allah said,

'l At-Tabari 9:516.
2l At-Tabari 9:516.
Bl Muslim 4:2166.
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&y FT K0 Loy g K8 856 K, 0 23T 153
&This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed
My favor upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your
religion .

This, indeed, is the biggest favor from Allah to this Ummah,
for He has completed their religion for them, and they, thus,
do not need any other religion or any other Prophet except
Muhammad . This is why Allah made Muhammad & the
Final Prophet and sent him to all humans and Jinn. Therefore,
the permissible is what he allows, the impermissible is what he
prohibits, the Law is what he legislates and everything that he
conveys is true and authentic and does not contain lies or
contradictions. Allah said;

< P v eGrs
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¢And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in
justice,»

meaning, it is true in what it conveys and just in what it
commands and forbids. When Allah completed the religion for
Muslims, His favor became complete for them as well. Allah
said,
€8, Y K 2y g1 K 26 5, 30 28T 15

&This day, | have perfected your religion for you, completed

My favor upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your

religion .y
meaning, accept Islam for yourselves, for it is the religion that
Allah likes and which He chose for you, and it is that with

which He sent the best of the honorable Messengers and the
most glorious of His Books.

Ibn Jarir recorded that Haron bin ‘Antarah said that his
father said, “When the Ayah,

€5, &I 2181 (50
&This day, I have perfected your religion for you...»

was revealed, during the great day of Hajj (the Day of ‘Arafah,
the ninth day of Dhul-Hijjah) ‘Umar cried. The Prophet # said,
‘What makes you cry?’ He said, ‘What made me cry is that our



94 Tafsir Ibn Kathir

religion is being perfected for us. Now it is perfect, nothing is
perfect, but it is bound to deteriorate.’ The Prophet # said,

REXIA

“You have said the truth™'! What supports the meaning of
this Hadith is the authentic Hadith,

A ol oG 3 s o T psle B

uUslim was strange in its beginning and will return strange
once more. Therefore, Tiba'?! for the strangers 11

Imam Ahmad recorded that Tariq bin Shihab said, “A
Jewish man said to Umar bin Al-Khattab, ‘O Leader of the
Believers! There is a verse in your Book, which is read by all
of you (Muslims), and had it been revealed to us, we would
have taken that day (on which it was revealed) as a day of
celebration.” ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab asked, ‘Which is that verse?’
The Jew replied,

€ L 5%, K0 21 30
€This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed
My favor upon you...p
‘Umar replied, By Allah! | know when and where this verse
was revealed to Alldh’s Messenger . It was the evening on the
Day of ‘Arafah on a Friday.”!*! Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith
through Al-Hasan bin As-Sabbah from Ja‘far bin ‘Awn.!S
Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa1'® also recorded this Hadith.
In the narration collected by Al-Bukhari in the book of
Tafsir, through Tariq, he said, “The Jews said to ‘Umar, By
Allah! There is a verse that is read by all of you (Muslims),

and had it been revealed to us, we would have taken that day
(on which it was revealed) as a day of celebration.” ‘Umar said,

(1 At-Tabari 9:519.

2! Tuba means “good news”, and it is also a tree in Paradise. See the
Tafsir of Sitrat Ar-Ra‘d 13:29 (volume five).

) Muslim 1:130.

141 Ahmad 1:38.

Bl Fath ALBari 1:129.

6] Muslim 4:2313, At-Tirmidhi Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8:407 and An-
Nasa’t 5:251.
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‘By Allah! I know when and where this verse was revealed and
where the Messenger of Allah # was at that time. It was the
day of ‘Arafah, and I was at ‘Arafah, by Allah.”*! Sufyan (one of
the narrators) doubted if Friday was mentioned in this
narration. Sufydn’s confusion was either because he was
unsure if his teacher included this statement in the Hadith or
not. Otherwise, if it was because he doubted that the particular
day during the Farewell Hajj was a Friday, it would be a
mistake that could not and should not have come from
someone like Sufyan Ath-Thawri. The fact that it was a Friday,
is agreed on by the scholars of Sirah and Figh. There are
numerous Hadiths that support this fact that are definitely
authentic and of the Mutawatif?! type. This Hadith was also
reported from Umar through various chains of narration.

Permitting the Dead Animals in Conditions of Necessity
Allah said,
4But as for him who is forced by severe hunger, with no
inclination to sin (such can eat these above mentioned animals),
then surely, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .p

Therefore, when one is forced to take any of the
impermissible things that Allih mentioned to meet a necessity,
he is allowed and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful with
him. Allah is well aware of His servant’s needs during dire
straits, and He will forgive and pardon His servant in this
case. In the Musnad and the Sahih of Ibn Hibban, it is
recorded that Ibn ‘Umar said that Messenger of Allah § said,

g 74 01 R0 6 L 75 6 ok
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“Allgh likes that His Rukhsah (allowance) be used, just as He
dislikes that disobedience to Him is committed ./

We should mention here that it is not necessary for one to

) Fath Al-Bari 8:119.

2l The name applied to a report whose every chain of narration
contains a number of trustworthy narrators in each level of the
chain.

13) Ibn Hibban 4:182.
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wait three days before eating the meat of dead animals, as
many unlettered Muslims mistakenly think. Rather, one can
eat such meat when the dire need arises.

Imédm Ahmad recorded that Abu Waqid Al-Laythi said that
the Companions asked, “O Messenger of Allah! We live in a
land where famine often strikes us. Therefore, when are we
allowed to eat the meat of dead animals?” The Prophet
replied,

g R S L U 11,488 0 AL 1

“When you neither find food for lunch and dinner nor have any
produce to eat, then eat from it.»

Only Imam Ahmad!) collected this narration and its chain
meets the criteria of the Two Sahihs.
Alldh said,
€5 Gkl X

4with no inclination to sin,¥
meaning, one does not incline to commit what Allih has
prohibited. Allah has allowed one when necessity arises to eat
from what He otherwise prohibits, under the condition that his
heart does not incline to eat what Allah prohibited. Alldh said
in Sarat Al-Bagarah,
€505 5 W5 e 3 W 8 Vi g0 B RS

€But if one is forced by necessity without willful disobedience

nor transgressing due limils, then there is no sin on him.

Truly, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .p

Some scholars used this Ayah as evidence that those who

travel for the purpose of committing an act of disobedience are
not allowed to use any of the legal concessions of travel,

because these concessions are not earned through sin, and
Allah knows best.

*s 2N Y PR z ] s PP pae
Uuﬁﬂia;@@b*‘&lubh);:“‘fﬁgj@ A e Gy
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¢4. They ask you what is lawful for them. Say: “Lawful unto

1l Ahmad 5:218.
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you are At-Tayyibat (the good things). And those Jawarih
(beasts and birds of prey) which you have trained as hounds,
training and teaching them (to catch) in the manner as directed
to you by Allah; so eat of what they catch for you, but
pronounce the Name of Allah over it, and have Taqwa of Alldh.
Verily, Allah is swift in reckoning.”’y

Clarifying the Lawful

In the previous Ayah Alldh mentioned the prohibited types of
food, the impure and unclean things, harmful for those who
eat them, either to their bodies, religion or both, except out of
necessity,

LN POA SR AR i W

dwhile He has explained to you in detail what is forbidden to
you, except under compulsion of necessityy

After that, Allah said,
$List &5 38 3 5 e &y
¢They ask you what is lawful for them. Say, “Lawful unto you
are At-Tayyibat...”'y
In Strat ALAraf Allah describes Muhammad # allowing the
good things and prohibiting the filthy things. Mugqatil said, “At-
Tayyibat includes everything Muslims are allowed and the
various types of legally earned provision.” Az-Zuhri was once
asked about drinking urine for medicinal purposes and he said

that it is not a type of Tayyibat.” Ibn Abi Hatim also narrated
this statement.

Using Jawarih!"! to Hunt Game is Permissible
Allah said,
G oSl 5 LT 0
¢And those Jawarih (beasts and birds of prey) which you have
trained as hounds...%

That is, lawful for you are the animals slaughtered in Allah’s
Name, and the good things for sustenance. [The game you

1 Hunting animal.
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catch] with the Jawarih are also lawful for you. This refers to
trained dogs and falcons, as is the opinion of the majority of
the Companions, their followers, and the Imams. ‘Ali bin Abi
Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbéas said that,

ok ol o 2R Gy

¢And those Jawarih (beasts and birds of prey) which you have
trained as hounds...»

refers to trained hunting dogs, falcons and all types of birds
and beasts that are trained to hunt, including dogs, wild cats,
falcons, and so forth.!'!! Ibn Abi Hatim collected this and said,
“Similar was reported from Khaythamah, Tawus, Mujahid,
Makhul and Yahya bin Abi Kathir.”? Ibn Jarir recorded that
Ibn ‘Umar said, “You are permitted the animal that the trained
birds, such as falcons, hunt for you if you catch it (before it
eats from it). Otherwise, do not eat from it.”®l I say, the
majority of scholars say that hunting with trained birds is just
like hunting with trained dogs, because bird’s of prey catch
the game with their claws, just like dogs. Therefore, there is
no difference between the two. Ibn Jarir recorded that ‘Adi bin
Hatim said that he asked the Messenger of Allah # about the
game that the falcon hunts and the Messenger 3% said,

«Whatever it catches for you, eat from it »l%

These carnivores that are trained to catch game are called
Jawdrih in Arabic, a word that is derived from Jarh, meaning,
what one earns. The Arabs would say, “So-and-so has Jaraha
something good for his family,” meaning, he has earned them
something good. The Arabs would say, “So-and-so does not
have a Jarih for him,” meaning, a caretaker. Allah also said,

L TR A Ve

4¢And He knows what you have done during the day...»

i1l At-Tabari 9:548.
121 At-Tabari 9:547-548.
131 At-Tabari 9:549.
14 A¢-Tabari 9:550.
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meaning, the good or evil you have earned or committed.
Allah’s statement,
a2y

-3

4trained as hounds,p those Jawdrih that have been trained to
hunt as hounds with their claws or talons. Therefore, if the
game is killed by the weight of its blow, not with its claws, then
we are not allowed to eat from the game. Allah said,

¢training them in the manner as directed to you by Allih,

as when the beast is sent, it goes after the game, and when it
catches it, it keeps it until its owner arrives and does not
catch it to eat it itself. This is why Allah said here,

e B R K R T i

¢so eat of what they catch for you, but pronounce the Name of
Allah over it,»

When the beast is trained, and it catches the game for its
owner who mentioned Allah’s Name when he sent the beast after
the game, then this game is allowed according to the consensus
of scholars, even if it was killed. There are Hadiths in the
Sunnah that support this statement. The Two Sahihs recorded
that ‘Adi bin Hatim said, “I said, ‘O Allah’s Messenger! 1 send
hunting dogs and mention Allah’s Name.’ He replied,

e sl 6 %6 e 25855 e duds gt p

uf, with mentioning Allah’s Name, you let loose your tamed

dog after a game and it catches it, you may eat what it
catches .»

I said, ‘Even if it kills the game?’ He replied,
e S e Ste B0 0, o B sk w5 Gy
0 J,;, e
“Even if it kills the game, unless another dog joins the hunt,

Jor you mentioned Alldh's Name when sending your dog, but
not the other dog.»

I said, T also use the Mi7rad and catch game with it.” He
replied,
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A6 6 1a5 6 ask sl by UK G5 Lanaly ci i
ulf the game is hit by its sharp edge, eat it, but if it is hit by
its broad side, do not eat it, for it has been beaten to death /')

In another narration, the Prophet #: said,
A [ S NN FRU L R TR I+ (R A B R
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uf you send your hunting dog, then mention Allah’s Name
and whatever it catches for you and you find alive, slaughter it.

If you catch the game dead and the dog did not eat from it,
then eat from it, for the dog has caused its slaughter to be

fulfilled b2
In yet another narration of two Sahihs, the Prophet i said,
v ohe Bl Bk ST GG 986 56 g8t g
uf the dog eats from the game, do not eat from it for I fear that
it has caught it as prey for itself o)

Mention Allih’s Name Upon Sending the Predators to
Catch the Game

Allah said,
ke &1 2SI K A T ke
4so eat of what they catch for you, but pronounce the Name of
Alldh over it,»

meaning, upon sending it. The Prophet i said to ‘Adi bin
Hatim,

0 PR Pt T JCRY PR Fod | T R R
«When you send your trained dog and mention Allah’s Name,
eat from what it catches for you »¥
It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Abu Tha‘labah related

1} Fath Al-Bdri 9:527, Muslim 3:1529.
(2] Fath Al-Bari 9:513, Muslim 3:1530.
Bl Fath Al-Bari 9:527, Muslim 3:1529.
¥l Fath Al-Bdri 9:524.
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that the Prophet # said,
b ont 356 gy S5 L ot 36 &g Ehzsh p

uIf you send your hunting dog, mention Allah’s Name over it.
If you shoot an arrow, mention Allah’s Name over it )]

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas commented,
e B 285
¢but pronounce the Name of Allah over it,3
“When you send a beast of prey, say, In the Name of Allah!
If you forget, then there is no harm.”? It was also reported
that this Ayah commands mentioning Allah’s Name upon

eating. It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that the Messenger of
Allah # taught his stepson ‘Umar bin Abu Salamah saying,

WL s B3 By IS5 @ p

“Mention Allah’s Name, eat with your right hand and eat from
the part of the plate that is in front of you

Al-Bukhiri recorded that ‘A’ishah said, “They asked, ‘O
Allah’s Messenger! Some people, - recently converted from
disbelief - bring us some meats that we do not know if Allah’s
Name was mentioned over or not.’ He replied,

o185 250 G 1, i
tMention Allah’s Name on it and eat from it .»"%)
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€5. Made lawful to you this day are At-Tayyibat. The food of
the People of the Scripture is lawful to you, and your food is
lawful to them. (Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women

(1) Fath Al-Bari 9:527, Muslim 3:1532.
(2] At-Tabari 9:571.

Bl Fath Al-Bari 9:431, Muslim 3:1599.
1 Fath Al-Bari 9:550.
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from the believers and chaste women from those who were given
the Scripture before your time when you have given them their
due, desiring chastity, not illegal sexual intercourse, nor taking
them as girlfriends (or lovers). And whosoever rejects faith,
then fruitless is his work; and in the Hereafter he will be among
the losers.»

Permitting the Slaughtered Animals of the People of the
Book

After Allah mentioned the filthy things that He prohibited for
His believing servants and the good things that He allowed for

them, He said next, .
S0 KT A 1Ty

§¢Made lawful to you this day are At-Tayyibat.p

Allah then mentioned the ruling concerning the slaughtered
animals of the People of the Book, the Jews and Christians,

1 b S5 6
£The food of the People of the Scripture is lawful to you..p

meaning, their slaughtered animals, as Ibn ‘Abbas, Abu
Umamah, Myjahid, Sa‘ld bin Jubayr, Tkrimah, ‘Ata’, Al-Hasan,
Makhual, Ibrahim An-Nakhai, As-Suddi and Mugqatil bin
Hayyan stated.!!! This ruling, that the slaughtered animals of
the People of the Book are permissible for Muslims, is agreed
on by the scholars, because the People of the Book believe
that slaughtering for other than Allah is prohibited. They
mention Allah’s Name upon slaughtering their animals, even
though they have deviant beliefs about Alldh that do not befit
His majesty.

It is recorded in the Sahih that ‘Abdullah bin Mughaffal said,
“While we were attacking the fort of Khaybar, a person threw a
leather bag containing fat, and I ran to take it and said, T will
not give anyone anything from this container today.” But when
I turned 1 saw the Prophet # (standing behind) while
smiling.”? The scholars rely on this Hadith as evidence that
we are allowed to eat what we need of foods from the booty

111 At-Tabari 9:573-577.
121 Fath Al-Bari 9:552.
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before it is divided. The scholars of the Hanafi, the Shafii and
the Hanbali Madhhabs rely on this Hadith to allow eating parts
of the slaughtered animals of the Jews that they prohibit for
themselves, such as the fat. They used this Hadith as evidence
against the scholars of the Maliki Madhhab who disagreed with
this ruling. A better proof is the Hadith recorded in the Sahih
that the people of Khaybar gave the Prophet #: a gift of a
roasted leg of sheep, which they poisoned. The Prophet # used
to like eating the leg of the sheep and he took a bite from it,
but it told the Prophet & that it was poisoned, so he discarded
that bite. The bite that the Prophet & took effected the palate of
his mouth, while Bishr bin Al-Bara’ bin Ma‘rur died from eating
from that sheep. The Prophet # had the Jewish woman,
Zaynab, who poisoned the sheep, killed. Therefore, the Prophet
# and his Companions wanted to eat from that sheep and did
not ask the Jews if they removed what the Jews believed was
prohibited for them, such as its fat.!!l

Allah’s statement,

€4 3, sy

¢and your food is lawful to them.» means, you are allowed to
feed them from your slaughtered animals. Therefore, this part
of the Ayah is not to inform the People of the Scriptures that
they are allowed to eat our food - unless we consider it
information for us about the ruling that they have - i.e, that
they are allowed all types of foods over which Allah’s Name was
mentioned, whether slaughtered according to their religion or
otherwise. The first explanation is more plausible. So it means:
you are allowed to feed them from your slaughtered animals
just as you are allowed to eat from theirs, as equal
compensation and fair treatment. The Prophet # gave his robe
to ‘Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salal, who was wrapped with it
when he died. They say that he # did that because ‘Abdullih
had given his robe to Al-‘Abbas when Al-‘Abbas came to Al-
Madinah. As for the Hadith,

e5E Yy deub 86 Y5 (L V) s
‘Do not befriend but a believer, nor should other than a Tagi
1! path Al-Bari 7:569.
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(pious person) eat your food.»,"
This is to encourage such behavior, and Allah knows best.

The Permission to Marry Chaste Women From the
People of the Scriptures

Allah said,
o531 5 L)

rd

4(Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women from the

believersp

The Ayah states: you are allowed to marry free, chaste
believing women. This Ayah is talking about women who do
not commit fornication, as evident by the word ‘chaste’. Allah
said in another Ayah,

G LB ¥ 9852 F pildh

¢Desiring chastity not committing illegal sexual intercourse,

nor taking them as boyfriends (lovers).p [4:25]

‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar used to advise against marrying
Christian women saying, “I do not know of a worse case of
Shirk than her saying that 1sa is her lord, while Allah said,

€ & K50 s V3
¢And do not marry idolatresses till they believe.”
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ﬁbu Malik Al-Ghifari said that
Ibn ‘Abbas said that when this Ayah was revealed,
€ & L0 V)
4And do not marry idolatresses till they believe,$

the people did not marry the pagan women. When the
following Ayah was revealed,

55 o IS B Gt 5 2ecity

¢(Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women from the
believers and chaste women from those who were given the
Scripture before your timep

("I Abu Dawud 5:167. ‘Abdullah bin Ubayy was known as a hypocrite.
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they married women from the People of the Book.” Some of
the Companions married Christian women and did not see any
problem in this, relying on the honorable Ayah,

&(Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women from those who
were given the Scripture before your timey

Therefore, they made this Ayah an exception to the Ayah in
Surat Al-Bagarah,

€5 & 8,5 155 V3p
¢And do not marry the idolatresses till they believe,

considering the latter Ayah to include the People of the Book
in its general meaning. Otherwise, there is no contradiction
here, since the People of the Book were mentioned alone when
mentioning the rest of the idolators.

Allah said,
TR pel S B IS 5 U o 5 9
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¢Those who disbelieve from among the People of the Scripture
and the idolators, were not going to leave (their disbelief) until
there came to them clear evidence .$

and,
*‘r/,a L AT T e ‘.).z.f’ - 'gl, PRTVINT R B LI P
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¢And say to those who were given the Scripture and to those
who are illiterates: “Do you (also) submit yourselves?” If they
do, they are rightly guided .»

Allah said next,

sao0% 2

¢iass Kl%

¢When you have given them their dued,

This refers to the Mahr, so just as these women are chaste
and honorable, then give them their Mahr with a good heart.
We should mention here that Jabir bin ‘Abdullah, ‘Amir Ash-
Shabi, Ibrahim An-Nakhal and Al-Hasan Al-Basri stated that
when a man marries a woman and she commits illegal sexual
intercourse before the marriage is consummated, the marriage
is annulled. In this case, she gives back the Mahr that he paid
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whomever offers it to them.
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S & her.!!

Allah said,
Vi Geatd 3% gedd
I AT
€50 ks

¢Desiring chastity, not
illegal sexual intercourse,
nor taking them as girl-
friends (or lovers).p

And just as women
must be chaste and
avoid illegal sexual
activity, such is the
case with men, who
must also be chaste
and honorable.
Therefore, Allah said,

L EP e
€...not illegal
intercourse’®
as adulterous people
do, those who do not

avoid sin, nor reject
adultery with

sexual

4nor taking them as girl-friends (or lovers),$

meaning those who have mistresses and girlfriends who
commit illegal sexual intercourse with them, as we mentioned

in the explanation of Surat An-Nisa’.
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Stirah 5. Al-Md'idah (6) (Part-6) 107

3 DKE el i 2 =45 Ky 3y

¢6. O you who believe! When you stand (intend) to offer the
Saldh (the prayer), then wash your faces and your hands
(forearms) up to the elbows, rub (by passing wet hands over)
your heads, and (wash) your feet up to the ankles. I you are in
a state of Janaba, purify _/ourselves (bathe your wihole body).
But if you are ill or on a journey or any of you comes from the
Gha'it (toilet) or you have touched women and you find no
water, then perform Tayammum with clean earth and rub
therewith your faces and hands. Allah does not want to place
you in difficulty, but He wants to purify you, and to complete
His Favor to you that you may be thankful .p

The Order to Perform Wudda’
Allah said,

i gy S50
¢When you stand for (intend to offer) the Salah,

Allah commanded performing Wudu’ for the prayer. This is a
command of obligation in the case of impurity, and in the case
of purity, it is merely a recommendation. It was said that in
the beginning of Islam, Muslims had to perform Wudad’ for
every prayer, but later on, this ruling was abrogated. Imam
Ahmad bin Hanbal recorded that Sulayman bin Buraydah said
that his father said, “The Prophet # used to perform Wudu’
before every prayer. On the Day of Victory, he performed Wudu’
and wiped on his Khuffs and prayed the five prayers with one
Wudi’. Umar said to him, ‘O Messenger of Allah! You did
something new that you never did before.’ The Prophet # said,

ﬂﬁhda&l.&..;q;!'

I did that intentionally O ‘Umarh™" Muslim™ and the
collectors of the Sunan also recorded this Hadith. At-Tirmidhi
said,“Hasan Sahih.”®

!l Ahmad 5:358.

2 Muslim1 :232.

) Abu Dawud 1:120, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 1:194, An-Nasa’ 1:86, Ibn
Majah 1:170.




108 Tafsir Ibn Kathir

Ibn Jarir recorded that Al-Fadl bin Al-Mubashshir said, “I
saw Jabir bin ‘Abdullah perform several prayers with only one
Wudid’. When he would answer the call of nature, he
performed Wudii’ and wiped the top of his Khuffs with his wet
hand. I said, ‘O Abu ‘Abdullah! Do you do this according to
your own opinion?’ He said, ‘Rather, I saw the Prophet & do
the same thing. So, I do what I saw the Messenger of Alldh i
doing.”'l Ibn Majah also recorded this Hadith.!? Ahmad
recorded that ‘Ubaydullah bin ‘Abdullah bin Umar was asked;
“Did you see ‘Abdulldh bin Umar perform Wuda’ for every
prayer, whether he was in a state of purity or not,?” So he
replied, “Asma’ bint Zayd bin Al-Khattab told him that
‘Abdullah bin Hanzalah bin Abi ‘Amir Al-Ghasil told her that
the Messenger of Allah # was earlier commanded to perform
Wudi’ for every prayer, whether he needed it or not. When that
became hard on him, he was commanded to use Siwdk for
every prayer, and to perform Wudi’ when Hadath (impurity)
occurs. ‘Abdullah (Ibn Umar) thought that he was able to do
that (perform Wuda’ for every prayer) and he kept doing that
until he died.”® Abu Dawud!® also collected this narration.
This practice by Ibn Umar demonstrates that it is encouraged,
not obligatory, to perform Wudi’ for every prayer, and this is
also the opinion of the majority of scholars.

Abu Dawud recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas said that when
the Messenger of Allah # once left the area where he answered
the call of nature, he was brought something to eat. They said,
“Should we bring you your water for Wuda?’ He said,

<z [T T 4 LAY P S
RGN S5 15 6o L S5l L

«I was commanded to perform Wudi’ when I stand up for
prayer )
At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasai® also recorded this Hadith and
At-Tirmidhi said, “This Hadith is Hasan.” Muslim recorded

1] At-Tabari 10:11.

2 1bn Majah 1:170.

Bl Ahmad 5:225.

%] Abu Dawud 1:41.

151 Abu Dawud 4:36.

11 Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 5:579 and An-Nasa’ 1 :85.
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that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “We were with the Prophet # when he
went to answer the call of nature and when he came back, he
was brought some food. He was asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah!
Do you want to perform Wudi’?’ He said,

(56 ol e

«“Why? Am | about to pray so that I have to make
Wudﬂ’.}l”’m

The Intention and Mentioning Alldh’s Name for Wud@’

Allah said;

a3 56y
&then wash your faces...»

The obligation for the intention before Wuda’ is proven by

this Ayah;
35545 LLAG i gy 23 G
¢When you stand (intend) to offer the Salih then wash your

faces. ..

This is because it is just like the Arabs saying; “When you
see the leader, then stand.” Meaning stand for him.
And the Two Sahihs recorded the Hadith,

(53U s M IS L BB IV
“Actions are judged by their intentions, and each person will
earn what he intended %

It is also recommended before washing the face that one
mentions Alldh’s Name for the Wudi’ A Hadith that was
narrated by several Companions states that the Prophet &
asaid,

uwmlr_..tj.ur_luds,.a_, Yo

tThere is no Wudii’ for he who does not mention Allah’s Name
over it a3

1 Muslim 1:283.
12l Fath Al-Bari 1:15, Muslim 3:1515.
Bl Abu Dawud 1:75.
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It is also recommended that one washes his hands before he
puts his hands in the vessel of water, especially after one
wakes up from sleep, for the Two Sahihs recorded that Abu
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah i said,

RIS T A B (R PR W R AR A R
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uIf one of you wakes up from his sleep, let him not put his
hand in the pot until he washes it thrice, {or one of you does
not know where his hand spent the night !

The face according to the scholars of Figh starts where the
hair line on the head starts, regardless of one’s lack or
abundance of hair, until the end of the cheeks and chin, and
from ear to ear.

Passing the Fingers through the Beard While Performing
Wudua’

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Wa'il said, “I saw ‘Uthman
when he was performing Wudu'.. When he washed his face,
he passed his fingers through his beard three times. He said,
1 saw the Messenger of Allah do what you saw me doing.”!?
At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah!® also recorded this Hadith. At-
Tirmidhi said “Hasan Sahih.” while Al-Bukhari graded it Hasan.

How to Perform Wudi’

Imdm Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas once performed
Wudii’ and took a handful of water and rinsed his mouth and
nose with it. He took another handful of water and joined both
hands and washed his face. He took another handful of water
and washed his right hand, and another handful and washed
his left hand with it. He next wiped his head. Next, he took a
handful of water and sprinkled it on his right foot and washed
it and took another handful of water and washed his left foot.
When he finished, he said, “This is how I saw the Messenger
of Alldh # (performing Wudii).”*! Al-Bukhari also recorded

) Fath Al-Bari 1:316, Muslim 1:233.

2l Jami‘ Al-Masanid was-Sunan 17 :197.

Bl Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 1:133 and Ibn Majah 1:148.
“l Ahmad 1:268.
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it.!l Allah said,

¢ardi § Kol
dand your hands (forearms) up to (Illa) the elbows...»
meaning, including the elbows. Alldh said in another Ayah
[using Hal], . . o e
€08 ¢ 56 8 K gy s ke 4y
¢And devour not their substance to (Ila) your substance (by adding
or including it in your property). Surely, this is a great sin.»
It is recommended that those who perform Wudii’ should
wash a part of the upper arm with the elbow. Al-Bukhari and

Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger
of Allah # said,

O o st o5 oy byt B 5o s 28 i 35 B3eig 5 G

el €50 3
tOn the Day of Resurrection, my Ummah will be called *‘those
with the radiant appendages” because of the traces of Wudi’.

Therefore, whoever can increase the area of his radiance should
do so.012!

Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, “I heard my
intimate friend (the Messenger # ) saying,

oty 530 8l 5 3 e Lot {0
«The radiance of the believer reaches the areas that the water of
(his) Wudii’ reaches .13
Allah said next, ,
(fv@fé} faly
€Rub your heads.p

It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Malik bin ‘Amr bin
Yahya Al-Mazini said that his father said that a man said to
‘Abdullah bin Zayd bin ‘Asim, the grandfather of ‘Amr bin
Yahya and one of the Companions of the Messenger #, “Can
you show me how the Messenger of Allah # used to perform

) Fath Al-Bari 1:290.
(2l Fath Al-Bari 1:283, Muslim 1:216.
3 Muslim 1:219.
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Wudua?” ‘Abdullah bin Zayd said, “Yes.” He then asked for a
pot of water. He poured from it on his hands and washed them
twice, then he rinsed his mouth and washed his nose [with
water] thrice [by putting water in it and blowing it out]. He
washed his face thrice and after that he washed his forearms
up to the elbows twice. He then passed his wet hands over his
head from its front to its back and vice versa, beginning from
the front and taking them to the back of his head up to the
nape of the neck and then brought them to the front again
from where he had started. He next washed his feet.!'l A
similar description of the Wudi’ of the Messenger of Allah s
was performed by ‘Ali in the Hadith by ‘Abdu Khayr.”! Abu
Dawud recorded that Mu‘awiyah and Al-Miqdad bin Ma‘dikarib
narrated similar descriptions of the Wudu’ of the Messenger of
Allah #.® These Hadiths indicate that it is necessary to wipe
the entire head.

‘Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Humran bin Aban said, “l saw
Uthman bin ‘Affan performing Wudi’, and he poured water
over his hands and washed them thrice, and then rinsed his
mouth and washed his nose [by putting water in it, and then
blowing it out]. Then he washed his face thrice, and then his
right forearm up to the elbows thrice, and washed the left
forearm thrice. Then he passed his wet hands over his head,
then he washed his right foot thrice, and next his left foot
thrice. After that ‘Uthman said, 1 saw the Prophet i
performing Wudu’ like this, and said,

R T A R T A T SR PR ’~’r'7{_;‘:"
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uIf anyone performs Wudii’ like that of mine and offers a two-
Rak’ah prayer during which he does not think of anything else,
then his past sins will be forgiven .»"l

Al-Bukharil® and Muslim!®! also recorded this Hadith in the

(' Fath Al-Bari 1:347, Muslim 1:210.
2l Abu Dawud 1:82.

B Abu Dawud 1:88-89.

4 Abdur Razzaq 1:44.

5 Fath Al-Bari1:311.

6] Muslim 1:205.
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Two Sahihs. In his Sunan, Abu Dawud also recorded it from
‘Uthman, under the description of Wudd’, and in it, that he
wiped his head one time.!")

The Necessity of Washing the Feet
Allah said,

¢St ) ey
¢and your feet up to ankles.y

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas stated that the Ayah
refers to washing (the feet).” ‘Abdullah bin Mastd, ‘Urwah,
‘Ata’, Tkrimah, Al-Hasan, Mujahid, Ibrahim, Ad-Dahhak, As-
Suddi, Mugatil bin Hayyan, Az-Zuhri and Ibrahim At-Taymi
said similarly.®! This clearly indicates the necessity of washing
the feet, just as the Salaf have said, and not only wiping over
the top of the bare foot.

The Hadiths that Indicate the Necessity of Washing the
Feet

We mentioned the Hadiths by the two Leaders of the
Faithful, ‘Uthman and ‘Ali, and also by Ibn ‘Abbas, Mu‘awiyah,
‘Abdullah bin Zayd bin ‘Asim and Al-Miqdad bin Ma‘dikarib,
that the Messenger of Allah # washed his feet for Wudi’,
either once, twice or thrice.

It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr
said, “The Messenger of Allah #: was once late during a trip we
were taking, and he caught up with us when the time
remaining for the ‘Asr prayer was short. We were still
performing Wudiz’ (in a rush) and we were wiping our feet. He
shouted at the top of his voice,

R R AN I A A JEAD

wPerform Wudii’ thoroughly. Save your heels from the
Fire »14

The same narration was also collected in the Two Sahihs

11l Abu Dawud 1:80, 82.

121 At-Tabari 10:55.

31 At-Tabari 10:54-57.

(4] Fath Al-Bari 1:319, Muslim 1:214.
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from Abu Hurayrah.!!! Muslim recorded that ‘A’ishah said that
the Prophet i said,
GO G SESY 555 2,550 1,40h
tPerform Wudit’ thoroughly. Save your heels from the Fire»1?)
‘Abdullah bin Al-Harith bin Jaz’ said that he heard the
Messenger of Allah # saying,
B G 3G o k05 Sl B
Save your heels and the bottom of the feet from the Fire.»

It was recorded by Al-Bayhaqi and Al-Hakim, and this chain
is Sahih.®

Muslim recorded that Umar bin Al-Khattab said that a man
once performed Wudi’ and left a dry spot the size of a
fingernail on his foot. The Prophet saw that and he said to
him,

82,53 556 g
“Go back and perform proper Wugdi’ »14)
Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhaqi also recorded that Anas bin
Malik said that a man came to the Prophet #, after he

performed Wudi’ and left a dry spot the size of a fingernail on
his foot. The Messenger of Allah # said to him,

18255} L ol
1Go back and perform proper Wudii’ »i5!

Imdm Ahmad recorded that some of the wives of the
Prophet # said that the Prophet saw % a man praying, but
noticed a dry spot on his foot, the size of a Dirham. The
Messenger of Allah # ordered that man to perform Wudi’
again.®! This Hadith was also collected by Abu Dawud from
Bagiyyah, who added in his narration, “And (the Prophet

[ Fath Al-Bari 1:321, Muslim 1:215.

(21 Muslim 1:213.

(! Al-Bayhagqi 1:70 and Al-Hakim in Al-Mustadrak 1:162.
M Muslim 1:215.

I3 Al-Bayhagqi 1:70.

61 Ahmad 3:424.
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ordered him) to repeat the prayer.”!! This Hadith has a strong,
reasonably good chain of narrators. Allah knows best.

The Necessity of Washing Between the Fingers

In the Hadith that Humran narrated, ‘Uthm&an washed
between his fingers when he was describing the Wudii’ of the
Prophet .12 The collectors of the Sunan recorded that Laqit
bin Sabrah said, “I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! Tell me about
Wudii’’ The Messenger i replied,

st 5,8 5N Gy 5 UG5 oY1 55 B eyt

«Perform Wudi’ thoroughly, wash between the fingers and
exaggerate in rinsing your nose, unless you are fasting.»"!

Wiping Over the Khuffs'¥! is an Established Sunnah

Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal recorded that Aws bin Abi Aws
said, “I saw the Messenger of Allah # perform Wudi’ and wipe
over his Khuffs. He then stood up for prayer.”® Abu Dawud
recorded this Hadith by Aws bin Abi Aws, who said in this
narration, “I saw the Messenger of Allah #z, after he answered
the c;lll of nature, perform Wudi’ and wipe over his Khuffs and
feet.”

Imam Ahmad recorded that Jarir bin ‘Abdullah Al-Bajali
said, “I embraced Islam after Surat Al-Md'idah was revealed
and I saw the Messenger of Allih wipe after I became
Muslim.”7! 1t is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Hammam
said, “Jarir answered the call of nature and then performed
Wudia’ and wiped over his Khuffs. He was asked, Do you do
this?’ He said, ‘Yes. I saw the Messenger of Allah #, after he
answered the call of nature, perform Wudii’ and wipe on his
Khuffs.” Al-A‘mash commented that Ibrahim said, “They liked

11 Abu Dawud 1:121.

(2 Majma‘ Az-Zawa’id 1:235.

Bl Abu Dawud 1:99, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 1:149, An-Nasai 1:79, Ibn
Majah 1:142.

18l Leather socks.

151 Ahmad 4:8.

1) Abu Dawud 1:113.

) Ahmad 4:363.
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this Hadith because Jarir embraced Islam after Sirat Al-
Ma’idah was revealed.”!!! This is the wording collected by
Muslim. The subject of the Messenger of Allah # wiping over
his Khuffs, instead of washing the feet, if he had worn his
Khuffs while having Wudii’, reaches the Mutawatir grade of
narration, and they describe this practice by his words and
actions.

Performing Tayammum with Clean earth When There is
no Water and When One is Ill

Allah said,
bAg 5 Aoyl £ 51 0 5 s S A g s 2
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€But if you are ill or on a journey or any of {ou comes from
the Gha'it (toilet), or you have touched women'™ and you find
no water, then perform Tayammum with clean earth and rub
therewith your faces and hands.)

We discussed all of this in Sirat An-Nisd’, and thus we do
not need to repeat it here. We also mentioned the reason
behind revealing this Ayah. Yet, Al-Bukhari mentioned an
honorable Hadith here specifically about the Tafsir of this
noble Ayah. He recorded that ‘A’ishah said, “Upon returning to
Al-Madinah, a necklace of mine was broken (and lost) in Al-
Bayda’ area. Allah’s Messenger i stayed there and went to
sleep with his head on my lap. Abu Bakr (‘A’ishah’s father)
came and hit me on my flank with his hand saying, You have
detained the people because of a necklace?’ So I wished | were
dead because (I could not move} the Messenger was i sleeping
on my lap and because of the pain Abu Bakr caused me.
Allah’s Messenger # got up when dawn broke and there was
no water. So Allah revealed,

K5 B AT ) 25 ) B o (i

€O you who believe! When you stand (inlend) to offer As-Salih
(the prayer), then wash your facesy

M Fath Al-Bari 1:589, Muslim 1:228.
2l see Surat An-Nisa’, no.43 for an explanation of ‘touched women’
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until the end of the Ayah. Usayd bin Al-Hudayr said, ‘O the
family of Abu Bakr! Allah has blessed the people because of
you. Therefore, you are only a blessing for the people.”

Allah said,

dois 5 e Jasy i Bf G
4Allah does not want to place you in difficulty,

This is why He made things easy and lenient for you. This is
why He allowed you to use Tayammum when you are ill and
when you do not find water, to make things comfortable for
you and as mercy for you. Allah made Tayammum in place of
Wudii’, and Allah made it the same as ablution with water for
the one who it is legitimate for, except for certain things, as we
mentioned before. For example; Tayammum only involves one
strike with the hand on the sand and wiping the face and
hands. Allah said,

s s 5 55 5 1 8

¢but He wants to purify you, and to complete His favor on you
that you may be thankful .p '

for His bounties on you, such as His easy, kind, merciful,
comfortable and lenient legislation.

Supplicating to Allah after Wuda’

The Sunnah encourages supplicating to Allah after Wuda’
and states that those who do so are among those who seek to
purify themselves, as the Ayah above states. Imam Ahmad,
Muslim and the collectors of Sunan narrated that Ugbah bin
‘Amir said, “We were on watch, guarding camels, and when my
turn to guard came, | took the camels back at night. I found
that the Messenger of Allah # was giving a speech to the
people. I heard these words from that speech:

uww.,-s)‘)-umrmwu,rpwb
ﬂ&\dw; Y\ s«.g;-;;

tAny Muslim who performs Wudi’ properly, then stands up
and prays a two Rak’ah prayer with full attention in his heart

11 Fath Al-Bari 8:121.
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and face™ , will earn Paradise .»

I said, ‘What a good statement this is!’” A person who was
close by said, ‘The statement he said before it is even better.’
When I looked, I found that it was ‘Umar, who said, 1 saw

that you just came. The Prophet said,

I R I RN TN L BV RS EORE
GG gl B B o 2 gt 5 aad Ny g i asas B,
tWhen any of you performs Wudii’ properly and says, ‘I bear
witness that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah
and that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger’, the eight

doors of Paradise will be opened for him so that he can enter
from any door he wishes.»”

This is the wording collected by Muslim.!?

The Virtue of Wuda’

Malik recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger

of Allah 5 said,

B B e E5R ety 3B gt el 3 G i
BB b 55 8l JE 3 o T Gl o )
Bt sy Jek 55 B 0 5T & i i s
l;.‘,c)::ﬂl :J‘;' l:.;:é;.;;} sgl.;h gi:j J’:J‘C; }i :L;j‘ E ;)(;;) L&,:..“.; A..b:’w :
«When the Muslim or the believing servant performs Wudi’
and washes his face, every sin that he looked at with his eyes
will depart from his face with the water, or with the last drop of
water. When he washes his hands, every sin that his hands
committed will depart from his hands with the water, or with
the last drop of water. When he washes his feet, every sin to
which his feet took him will depart with the water, or with the
last drop of water. Until, he ends up sinless »'® Muslim also
recorded it.!*!

1

According to An-Nawawi; “Submission of the limbs and humility of

the heart.”

12l Ahmad 4:153, Muslim: 1:209, Abu Dawud 1:118, An-Nasa'i

13]
14]

1:92, Ibn Majah 1:159.
Al-Muwatta’ 1:32.
Muslim 1:215.

Tafsir Ibn Kathir
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Muslim recorded
that Abu Malik Al-
Ash‘ari said that the
Messenger of Allah
said,

. ¢ - 'G
S (NSNS A N T
Ot S & Ay
RS A YRR
é}.‘d-“} ‘q’}j‘j f\;-‘.“ ;:J’;
Saian; s iy L2
a8 dshy Suy
s;.‘b:n.z wl.‘:.ﬂ 35’ cu:l.:j.é
byt 3G A 0

WPurity is half of faith
and Al-Hamdu Lillah
(all the thanks are due to
Allah) fills the Mizin
(the Scale). And Subhan
Allah and Alldhu Akbar
(all praise is due to
Allah, and Alldh is the

Most Great) fills what is between the heaven and earth. As-Sawm (the
fast) is a Junnah (a shield), Sabr (patience) is a light, Sadagah (charity)
is evidence (of faith) and the Qur‘an is proof for, or against you. Every
person goes out in the morning and ends up selling himself, he either

frees his soul or destroys it »!"!

Muslim recorded that Ibn ‘Umar said that the Messenger of

Allah 3 said,

Gatb 5 e Y3 gL 5 B W i Y
“Allah does not accept charity from one who commits

Ghulal,®! or prayer without purity

1) Muslim 1:203.

12 Ghuliil means to behave treacherously. Here it is about stealing

from the goods taken during war.
B Muslim1:204.
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47. And remember Alldh’s favor to you and His covenant with
which He bound you when you said: “We hear and we obey.”
And have Taqwa of Allah. Verily, Allih is All-Knower of that
which is in the breasts.p

¢8. O you who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah as just
witnesses; and let not the enmity and hatred of others make you
avoid justice. Be just, that is nearer to Taqwa; and have Taqwi
of Allah. Verily, Allah is Well-Acquainted with what you do.}

€9. Allah has promised those who believe and do deeds of
righteousness, that for them there is forgiveness and a great
reward (i.e. Paradise) .

€10. And they who disbelieve and deny Our Ayat are those
who will be the dwellers of the Hell-fire »

€11. O you who believe! Remember the favor of Alldh unto you
when some people desired (made a plan) to stretch out their
hands against you, but (Allih) held back their hands from you.
So have Taqwa of Allah. And in Alldh let the believers put their
trust.d

Reminding the Believers of the Bounty of the Message
and Islam .

Allah reminds His believing servants of His bounty by
legislating this glorious religion and sending them this
honorable Messenger. He also reminds them of the covenant
and pledges that He took from them to follow the Messenger
#, support and aid him, implement his Law and convey it on
his behalf, while accepting it themselves. Allah said,
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4And remember Alldh’s favor upon you and His covenant with
which He bound you when you said, “We hear and we obey."$

This is the pledge that they used to give to the Messenger of
Allah # when they embraced Islam. They used to say, “We gave
our pledge of obedience to the Messenger of Allih # to hear
and obey, in times when we are active and otherwise, even if we
were passed on for rights, and not to dispute leadership with
its rightful people.” Allah also said,

L

¢And what is the matter with you that you believe not in
Allah! While the Messenger invites you to believe in your Lord;
and He has indeed taken your covenant, if you are real
believers .

It was also said that this Ayah (5:7) reminds the Jews of the
pledges and promises Alldh took from them to follow
Muhammad § and adhere to his Law, as ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah
reported that Ibn ‘Abbas stated.

Allah then said,

1)
¢And have Taqwa of Allah.»

in all times and situations. Allah says that He knows the
secrets and thoughts that the hearts conceal,

(;}i"aﬁ 2 ';:EZ o ;1)
¢Verily, Allah is All-Knower of the secrets of (your) breasts.p

The Necessity of Observing Justice
Allah said,
¢4 S BF i i Clgp
40 you who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah...»

meaning, in truth for the sake of Allah, not for the sake of
people or for fame,
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€13 a5p
das just witnessesp observing justice and not transgression. It
is recorded in the Two Sahihs that An-Nu‘méan bin Bashir said,
“My father gave me a gift, but ‘Amrah bint Rawahah, my
mother, said that she would not agree to it unless he made
Allah’s Messenger i as a witness to it. So, my father went to

Allah’s Messenger i to ask him to be a witness to his giving
me the gift. Allah’s Messenger # asked,

s clos Sy Jsh
“'Have you given the like of it to everyone of your offspring?”
He replied in the negative. Allah’s Messenger % said,
“‘.SJY; \,J.Ul} &l |)m|i
tHave Taqwa of Allah and treat your children equally. »
And said;
¢ shall not be witness to injustice.»

My father then returned and took back his gift.”!"!
Allah said;
€10, 3 g2 L5 e =i 9
¢and let not the enmity and hatred of others make you avoid
justice.p
The Ayah commands: Do not be carried away by your hatred
for some people to avoid observing justice with them. Rather,

be just with every one, whether a fnend or an enemy. This is
why Alldh said,

€& S50 A e
¢Be just: that is nearer to Taqwad this is better than if you
abandon justice in this case.

Although Allah said that observing justice is ‘nearer to
Taqwa’, there is not any other course of action to take,
therefore ‘nearer’ here means ‘is’. Allah said in another Ayah,

) Fath Al-Bari 5:250, Muslim 3:1242,

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































