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(ABRIDGED)

The Qur’an is the revelation of Allah’s Own Words
for the guidance of His creatures. Since the Qur’an is
the primary source of Islamic teachings, the correct
understanding of the Qur’an is necessary for every

Muslim. The Tafsir of Ibn Kathir is the most renowned
and accepted explanation of the Qur’an in the entire
world. In it one finds the best presentation of Hadiths,
History, and scholarly commentary.
Darussalam is proud to present for the first time this
abridged version of Tafsir Ibn Kathir, which is free
from unauthentic Hadiths.
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Important Guidelines About the Authenti-

city of the Reports and Quotations in the
Tafsir of lbn Kathir

Reportsfrom the Companionsofthe Messengerof Allah j%

Reports that are attributed to the companions of Allah’s
Messenger # are commonly used for additional explanation of
the meanings of the Qur'an. As for those quotes that Ibn
Kathir mentions in passing, these quotes may, or may not be
authentically attributed to them. Wherever it is mentioned that
one of them said something, and that statement contradicts
other clearly authentic texts, then such statements can not
be held as an evidence against what is known to be authentic.
Additional information in this regard is found in the
Introduction of Ibn Kathir.

Incomplete Chains of Narration

The following is a list of common incomplete chains of
narrations that Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir often quotes.

- ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah (Al-Walibi) reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said...

- (‘Atiyah) Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said...

- Ad-Dahhéak from Ibn ‘Abbas.

— As-Suddi reported from Abu Malik and Abu Salih from Ibn
‘Abbas, Ibn Mas‘Gd and [or] some men among the
companions.

- Al-Hasan Al-Basri reporting from or about the Prophet .

- Qatadah reporting from or about the Prophet #:.

All narrations coming from these chains are unauthentic
according to the Sciences of Hadith. Their meanings, however,
may be correct as understood by authentic texts, and for this
reason they are commonly referenced.

Reports from the Followers of the Companions and
those who Follow them

The following is a list of those who did not see the Prophet



16 Tafsir Ibn Kathir

#, but they report from companions of the Prophet i&, while
often they themselves are quoted for Tafsir. Reports that are
attributed to them are used as additional support in
understanding certain issues by Ibn Kathir. Such quotes may,
or may not be authentically attributed to them. Wherever it is
mentioned that one of them said something, and that
statement contradicts other clearly authentic texts, then such
statements can not be held as evidence against the authentic
evidence.

Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Sa‘id bin Jubayr, Said bin Al-Musayib, ‘Ata’
(bin Abi Rabah), ‘Ata’ Al-Khurrasani, Mugatil bin Hayyan, Ar-
Rabi‘ bin Anas, Ash-Shabbi, Qatadah, Mujahid, ‘Tkrimah, Ad-
Dahhéak, ‘Abdur-Rahmaén bin Zayd bin Aslam (Ibn Zayd), Ibn
Jurayj.

Other Scholars After the Companions

The following are some scholars that Ibn Kathir often quotes
from. Since these scholars are not well known to the average
English reader, one should beware that their own statements
about the Prophet 3%, his companions, or circumstances
surrounding the Qur’an’s revelation, are not to be considered
as important as authentically narrated texts.

Waki‘, Sufyan Ath-Thawri, Muhammad bin Ishaq, Ibn
‘Atiyyah, Ibn Abi Hatim, Ibn Jarir (At-Tabari).
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The Tafsir of Sirat Al-Ahzab
(Chapter - 33)

— Continued —
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¢51. You can postpone
whom you will of them,
and you may receive
whom you will. And
whomsoever you desire
of those whom you have
set aside, it is no sin on
you: that is better that
they may be comforted
and not grieved, and
may all be pleased with
what you give them. Al-
lah knows what is in
your hearts. And Allah
is Ever All-Knowing,
Most Forbearing.»

The Prophet i has the Choice of either accepting or
rejecting Women who offer Themselves to Him

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased
with her, used to feel jealous of the women who offered
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themselves to the Prophet . She said, “Would a woman not
feel shy to offer herself without any dowery?” Then Allih
revealed the Ayah,
€ S o) R T8 S W0
¢You can postpone whom you will of them, and you may
receive whom you will .

She said, “I think that your Lord is hastening to confirm your
desire.”!!) We have already stated that Al-Bukhari also recorded
this.’! This indicates that what is meant by the word:

L ¥
4postponed is delay, and

L S I
dwhom you will of themp means, ‘of those who offer themselves
to you.’

b

¢ o ) widd
¢and you may receive whom you will.» means, ‘whoever you wish,
you may accept, and whoever you wish, you may decline, but
with regard to those whom you decline, you have the choice of
going back to them later on and receiving them.’ Allah says:

€L 0 50 S i S5
¢And whomsoever you desire of those whom you have set aside,
it is no sin on you (to receive her again).p

Others said that what is meant by:

o -

b

i A c.g;&
¢You can postpone (the turn of) whom you will of them,}

means, ‘your wives: there is no sin on you if you stop dividing
your time equally between them, and delay the turn of one of
them and bring forward the turn of another as you wish, and
you have intercourse with one and not another as you wish.’
This was narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Al-Hasan,

M Ahmad 6:158.
(2} Fath Al-Bari 8:385.
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Qatadah, Abu Razin, ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam and
others.

Nevertheless, the Prophet # used to divide his time between
them equally, hence a group of the scholars of Figh among the
Shafiis and others said that equal division of time was not
obligatory for him % and they used this Ayah as their
evidence.

Al-Bukhari recorded that ‘A’ishah said: “The Messenger of
Allah % used to ask pemiésion of us {for changing days) after
this Ayah was revealed: =

13 r oo s rvrr er /.z;::; e e L . B P ae gl - Py
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&You can postpone whom you will of them, and you may
receive whom you will. Akl whomsoever you desire of those

whom you have set aside, it is no sin on you.»”

I (the narrator) said to her: “What did you say?” She said, ‘I
said, If it were up to me, I would not give preference to
anyone with regard to you, O Messenger of Allah™!l

This Hadith indicates that what is meant in this Hadith from
‘Alishah is that it was not obligatory on him to divide his time
equally between his wives. The first Hadith quoted from her
implies that the Ayah was revealed concerning the women who
offered themselves to him. Ibn Jarir prefered the view that the
Ayah was general and applies both to the women who offered
themselves to him and to the wives that he already had, and
that he was given the choice whether to divide him time
among them or not.”! This is a good opinion which reconciles
between the Hadiths.
Allah says:

C
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&that is better that they may be comforted and not grieved, and
may all be pleased with what you give them.»

meaning, ‘if they know that Allah has stated that there is no
sin on you with regard to dividing your time. If you wish, you
may divide you time and if you do not wish, you need not
divide your time, there is no sin on you no matter which you

11} Fath Al-Bari 8:385.
(2 At-Tabari 20:304.
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do. Therefore if you divide your time between them, this will
be your choice, and not a duty that is enjoined upon you, so
they will feel happy because of that and will recognize your
favor towards them in sharing your time equally among them
and being fair to all of them.’

€300 o u s A6y
4Allah knows what is in your hearts.$ means, ‘He knows that you
are more inclined towards some of them than others, which you
cannot avoid.” Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘A’ishah said: “The

Messenger of Allah # used to divide his time between his
wives fairly and treat them equally, then he said:

el 3 s s ol o6 Al G g s 25l

«O Allah, I have done as much as I can with regard to what is
under my control, so do not blame me for that which is under
Your control and not mine »"1!!

It was also recorded by the four Sunan compilers. After the
words “so do not blame me for that which is under Your
control and not mine,” Abu Dawud’s report adds the phrase:

RO R RCTIR R

8So do not blame me for that which is under Your control and not
mine.) meaning matters of the heart.”?, Its chain of narration is
Sahih, and all the men in its chain are reliable.

Then this phrase is immediately followed by the words,

L W 24 e
¢And Allah is Ever All-Knowing,® i.e., of innermost secrets,

L

>

¢Most Forbearing.$ meaning, He overlooks and forgives.
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(1 Ahmad 6:144.

] Abu Dawud 2:601, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 4:294, An-Nasa’ 7 :63, Tbn
Majah 1:633.
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€52. It is not lawful for you (to marry other) women after this,
nor to change them for other wives even though their beauty
attracts you, except those whom your right hand possesses. And
Allah is Ever a Watcher over all things.

The Reward of His Wives for choosing to stay with the
Messenger i

More than one of the scholars, such as Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid,
Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, Ibn Zayd, Ibn Jarir and others!’! stated
that this Ayah was revealed as a reward to the wives of the
Prophet # expressing Alldh’s pleasure with them for their
excellent decision in choosing Allah and His Messenger i and
the Home of the Hereafter, when the Messenger of Allah %,
gave them the choice, as we have stated above. When they
chose the Messenger of Allah i their reward was that Allah
restricted him to these wives, and forbade him to marry
anyone else or to change them for other wives, even if he was
attracted by their beauty — apart from slave-girls and prisoners
of war, with regard to whom there was no sin on him. Then
Allah lifted the restriction stated in this Ayah and permitted
him to marry more women,? but he did not marry anyone
else, so that the favor of the Messenger of Allah % towards
them would be clear.

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased
with her, said: “The Messenger of Allah # did not die until
Allah permitted (marriage to other) women for him.”® It was
also recorded by At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa’ in their Sunans.!*!
On the other hand, others said that what was meant by the
Ayah,

€5 b 1 5 54 D
41t is not lawful for yozi (to marry other) women after this,$

means, ‘after the description We have given of the women who
are lawful for you, those to whom you have given their dowery,

11 At-Tabari 20:297, 299.

12 Ahmad 6:41.

B) See Sitrat Al-Ahzab 33:50.

' Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:78, An-Nasa’i 6 :56.
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those whom your right hand possesses, and daughters of your
paternal uncles and aunts, maternal uncles and aunts, and
those who offer themselves to you in marriage - other kinds of
women are not lawful for you.” This view was narrated from
Ubayy bin Kab, from Mujahid in one report which was
transmitted from him, and others.

At-Tirmidhi recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said: “The Messenger of
Allah §& was forbidden to marry certain kinds of women apart
from believing women who had migrated with him, in the
Ayah,

c % i .z, <. g for & o<t gl PO R W

(“/? ’ :’g/z

=

&1t is not lawful for you (to marry other) women after this, nor
to change them for other wives even though their beauty attracts
you, except those whom your right hand possesses.p

Allah has made lawful believing women, and believing women
who offered themselves to the Prophet # for marriage, and He
made unlawful every woman who followed a religion other
than Islam, as Allah says:

A= B2 35 ol 56 S5

¢And whosoever disbelieves in faith, then fruitless is his worky

(5:5).
Ibn Jarir, may Allah have mercy on him, stated that this Ayah
is general in meaning and applies to all the kinds of women
mentioned and the women to whom he was married, who were
nine. What he said is good, and may be what many of the
Salaf meant, for many of them narrated both views from him,

and there is no contradiction between the two. And Allah
knows best.

€ A 5 6 & by 3G S
¢nor to change them for other wives even though their beauty
attracts you,»

He was forbidden to marry more women, even if he were to
divorce any of them and wanted replace her with another, except
for those whom his right hand possessed (slave women).

Rl %
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¢53. O you who believe! Enter not the Prophet's houses, unless
permission is given to you for a meal, (and then) not (so early
as) to wait for its preparation. But when you are invited, enter,
and when you have taken your meal, disperse without sitting
for a talk. Verily, such (behavior) annoys the Prophet, and he is
shy of (asking) you (to go); but Allah is not shy of (telling you)
the truth. And when you ask (his wives) for anything you
want, ask them from behind a screen, that is purer for your
hearts and for their hearts. And it is not (right) for you that
you should annoy Allah's Messenger, nor that you should ever
marry his wives after him (his death). Verily, with Allah that
shall be an enormity .»

¢54. Whether you reveal anything or conceal it, verily, Alldh is
Ever All-Knower of everything.»

The Etiquette of entering the Houses of the Prophet i
and the Command of Hijab

This is the Ayah of Hijab, which includes several legislative
rulings and points of etiquette. This is one of the cases where
the revelation confirmed the opinion of Umar bin Al-Khattab,
may Allah be pleased with him, as it was reported in the Two
Sahihs that he said: “My view coincided with that of my Lord
in three things. I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, why do you not
take Maqdm Ibrahim as a place of prayer?’ Then Allah
revealed:

NEPCWEPRR
4And take you (people) the Magam (place) of Ibrahim as a place
of prayery (2:125)

And I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, both righteous and immoral
people enter upon your wives, so why do you not screen
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them?’ Then Allah revealed the Ayah of Hijab. And I said to
the wives of the Prophet & when they conspired against him
out of jealousy,

(:KE 5;' r—i’j 13.):. ‘.\1 f‘m el ul rz)' “_;.2)

&1t may be if he divorced you (all) that his Lord will give him
instead of you, wives better than youp (66:5),

and this is what Allah revealed.”!!

In a report recorded by Muslim, the prisoners of Badr are
mentioned, and this is a fourth matter (in which the view of
‘Umar coincided with that of his Lord).!?!

Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik said: “Umar bin Al-
Khattab said: ‘O Messenger of Alldh, both righteous and
immoral people enter upon you, so why not instruct the
Mothers of the believers to observe Hijab?' Then Alldh revealed
the Ayah of Hijab."*!

Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik, may Allah be
pleased with him, said: “When the Messenger of Allah i
married Zaynab bint Jahsh, he invited the people to eat, then
they sat talking. When he wanted to get up, they did not get
up. When he saw that, he got up anyway, and some of them
got up, but three people remained sitting. The Prophet i
wanted to go in, but these people were sitting, then they got
up and went away. I came and told the Prophet # that they
had left, then he came and entered. I wanted to follow him,
but he put the screen between me and him. Then Allah
revealed,

b % 40 8 K Y e 1B U o Gy
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€O you who believe! Enter not the Prophet's houses, unless
permission is given to you for a meal, (and then) not (so early
as) lo wait for its preparation. But when you are invited, enter,
and when you have taken your meal, disperse...)”“”

1 Fath Al-Bari 1:60, Muslim 4:1765.
2l Muslim 4:1765.

Bl Fath Al-Bari 8:387.

1 Fath Al-Bari 8:387.
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Al-Bukhari also recorded this elsewhere.l’l It was also
recorded by Muslim and An-Nasa'1.!?

Then Al-Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik said: “The
Prophet # married Zaynab bint Jahsh with (a wedding feast
of) meat and bread. I sent someone to invite people to the
feast, and some people came and ate, then left. Then another
group came and ate, and left. I invited people until there was
no one left to invite. I said, ‘O Messenger of Alldh, I cannot
find anyone else to invite.’ He ¥ said,

DR AHRE
tTake away the food .»

There were three people left who were talking in the house.
The Prophet # went out until he came to the apartment of
‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, and he i said,

Zsre 2.6 ot "‘o‘o'r 3
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tMay peace be upon you, members of the household, and the
mercy and blessings of Allah.»

She said, ‘And upon you be peace and the mercy of Allah,
How did you find your (new) wife, O Messenger of Allih? May
Allah bless you.” He went round to the apartments of all his
wives, and spoke with them as he had spoken with ‘A'ishah,
and they spoke as ‘A’ishah had spoken. Then the Prophet 3
came back, and those three people were still talking in the
house. The Prophet i was extremely shy, so he went out and
headed towards ‘A’ishah’s apartment. I do not know whether I
told him or someone else told him when the people had left, so
he came back, and when he was standing with one foot over
the threshold and the other foot outside, he placed the curtain
between me and him, and the Ayah of Hijab was revealed.”!
This was recorded only by Al-Bukhari among the authors of
the Six Books, apart from An-Nasa’i, in Al-Yaum wal-Laylah.1¥)
L IR R
4Enter not the Prophet's houses,p the believers were prohibited

M Fath Al-Bari 11:24.

12l Muslim 2:1050, An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubrd 6 :435.
13l Fath Al-Bari 8:388.

1"l An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubra 6:75.
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from entering the houses of the Messenger of Allah i without
permission, as they used to do during the Jahiliyyah and at
the beginning of Islam, until Allah showed His jealousy over
this Ummah and commanded them to seek permission. This is
a sign of His honoring this Ummah. Hence the Messenger of
Allah # said:

i i 5,205
«Beware of entering upon women.. alt
Then Allah makes an exception, when He says:

RN FR R
qunless permission is given to you for a meal, (and then) not
(so early as) to wait for its preparation.d

Mujahid, Qatadah and others said: “This means, without
waiting for the food to be prepared.”? In other words, do not
watch the food as it is being cooked to see if it is nearly ready,
then come and enter the house, because this is one of the
things that Allah dislikes and condemns. This indicates that it
is forbidden to watch out for food being prepared, which is
what the Arabs called Tatfil (being an uninvited guest). Al-
Khatib Al-Baghdadi wrote a book condemning those who
watch out for food being prepared, and mentioned more things
about this topic than we can quote here. Then Allah says:
€550 20 6 R 25§ 55D
¢But when you are invited, enter, and when you have taken
your meal, dispersey

In Sahih Muslim it is recorded that Ibn Umar, may Allah be
pleased with him, said: “The Messenger of Allah & said:

G 5108 e sadii il 8k s idp
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«When anyone of you invites his bother, let him “respond,
whether it is for a wedding or for any other reason .2+
Allah says:

1 Muslim 4:1711.
121 At-Tabari 20:306. R T T T
B Muslim 2:1058.
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€ond 50 P
<without sitting for a talk.» meaning, as those three people did
who stayed behind and chatted, and forgot themselves to such
an extent that this caused inconvenience for the Messenger of

Allah # as Allah says:
€l A0 AN f S K B
¢Verily, such (behavior) annoys the Prophet, and he is shy of
(asking) you (to go);»
It was said that what was meant was, your entering his
houses without permission causes him inconvenience and
annoyance, but he did not like to forbid them to do so

because he felt too shy,” until Alldh revealed that this was
forbidden. Alldh says:

13
.ror

€51 5 L ¥ 5
¢but Allah is not shy of (telling you) the truth.p

meaning, ‘this is why He is forbidding and prohibiting you
from doing that.’
Then Alldh says:

SR A (e g
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$¢And when you ask (his wives) for anything you want, ask
them from behind a screen,®

meaning, just as it is forbidden for you to enter upon them, it
is forbidden for you to look at them at all. If anyone of you
has any need to take anything from them, he should not look
at them, but he should ask for whatever he needs from behind
a screen.’

Prohibition of annoying the Messenger # and the
Statement that His Wives are Unlawful for the Muslims
ISEQAPIEA S IR R R AL E R P
€4 3 g Glem
€And it is not (right) for you that you should annoy Allah's

Messenger, nor that you should ever marry his wives after him
(his death). Verily, with Allah that shall be an enormity.»
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Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said concerning the
Ayah;

12 U J e 8 0
¢And it is not (right) for you that you should annoy Alldh’s
Messenger,y

“This was revealed concerning a man who wanted to marry
one of the wives of the Prophet # after he died. A man said to
Sufyan, ‘Was it ‘A'ishah?’ He said, ‘That is what they said.’ "!}

This was also stated by Muqatil bin Hayyan and ‘Abdur-
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam.”! He also reported with his
chain of narration from As-Suddi that the one who wanted to
do this was Talhah bin Ubaydullah, may Alldh be pleased
with him, until this Ayah was revealed forbidding that. Hence
the scholars were unanimous in stating that it was forbidden
for anyone to marry any of the women who were married to
the Messenger of Alldh # at the time when he died, because
they are his wives in this world and in the Hereafter, and they
are the Mothers of the believers, as stated previously.

Alldh regarded that as a very serious matter, and issued the
sternest of warnings against it, as He said:

€5 3 ke S K6 D
¢Verily, with Allah that shall be an enormity.»
Then He said:
‘(@u-{;w:é'u(“‘;"géﬁﬁ:-bﬁoﬁ’

&Whether you reveal anything or conceal it, verily, Allah is
Ever All-Knower of everything.»

meaning, ‘whatever you conceal in your innermost thoughts, it
is not hidden from Him at all.’

fji,)..a“ ,J.‘ G u\:.Y\ 4.11.. “.l;u:)

¢Allah knows the fraud of the eyes, and all that the breasts
conceal . (40:19).

() Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 6:643. This is reported w1thout a chain of
narration by Ibn Abi Hatim. n

(21 At-Tabari 20:316.
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z \{,Z}S})’G{,Sj_’:u‘\d,u,wu.w_b own (believing) women,
P s 22320 |lOr their (female) slaves.
d'm -’“"mu)ud@l“’” 2 And (O ladies) have
S AL T it 5 Taqui of Allah. Verily,
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\3“”‘ ‘M‘-“UL"-’J'*" L] Relatives before

‘»»a\&u&,&u.}qm Whom a Woman
does not need to

observe Hijab

When Allah commands women to observe Hijab in front of
men to whom they are not related, He explains who are the
relatives before whom they do not need to observe Hijab. This

is like the exceptions stated in Siurat An-Nir, where Allah says:
N el § @l B T ool 5 50 V) 5 <l N
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4And not to reveal their adornment except to their husbands, or
their fathers, or their husbands’ fathers, or their sons, or their
husbands’ sons, or their brothers, or their biothers' sons, or
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their sisters’ sons, or their women, or their right hand
possessions, or the Tabi'in among men who do not have desire,

. or small children who are not aware of the nakedness of
women.$:(24:31). .

The Ayah contains more detail than this, which we have
already discussed in the Tafsir of the Ayah and do not need to
repeat here. ;

Ibn Jarir recorded that Ash-Sha‘bi and ‘lkrimah said
concerning the Ayah,

€650 3 5% 25 )
&It is no sin on them before their fathers...p
I said, “What about the paternal uncle and the maternal uncle
- why are they not mentioned?” He said: “Because they may
describe her to their sons, so it is disliked for a woman to
remove her covering in front of her paternal uncle or maternal
uncle."!! o
¢5s V53

&or their own women,$ means that they do not have to observe
Hijab in front of other believing women.

¢ et oy

dor their (female) slaves.» Sa‘id bin Al-Musayyib said: “This
means female slaves only.” This was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim.

€l 3§ § 0 8 QW
¢And (O ladies) have Taqwa of Allah. Verily, Allah is Ever
All-Witness over everything. =
means, and fear Him in private and in public, for He witnesses
all things and nothing is hidden from Him, so think of the
One Who is always watching.
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456. Allah sends His Salah on the Prophet, and also His angels
(do so). O you who believe! Send your Salah on him, and greet
him with Taslim .

(1 At-Tabari 20:318.
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The Command to say Saldh upon the Prophet i

Al-Bukhari said: “Abu Al-‘Aliyah said: “Allah’s Salgh is His
praising him before the angels, and the Salah of the angels is
their supplication.” Ibn ‘Abbas said: “They send blessings.”!|
Abu Isa At-Tirmidhi said: “This was narrated from Sufyan
Ath-Thawri and other scholars, who said: ‘The Salah of the
Lord is mercy, and the Salah of the angels is their seeking
forgiveness.”!?!

There are Mutawadtir Hadiths narrated from the Messenger of
Allah # commanding us to send blessings on him and how we
should say Salgh upon him. We will mention as many of them
as we can, if Allah wills, and Alldh is the One Whose help we
seek.

In his Tafsir of this Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that Kab bin
Ujrah said, “It was said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, with regard to

sending Saldm upon you, we know about this, but how about
Salah?’ He #: said:

SR CCL R T EUN B BT A PR E TR
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“Say: O Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhammad and upon
the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your Salih upon the
Jamily of Ibrahim, verily You are the Most Praiseworthy, Most
Glorious. O Allah, send Your blessings upon Muhammad and
upon the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your blessings

upon the family of Ibrahim, verily You are Most Praiseworthy,
Most Glorious.'"»13

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn Abi Layla said that Kab bin
‘Ujrah met him and said, “Shall I not give you a gift? The
Messenger of Allah i came out to us and we said, ‘O
Messenger of Allah! We knmow how to send Salam upon you,
but how can we send Salgh?’ He # said:

CelA g e Ge W i T B 5 G e AT

M Fath Al-Bari 8:392.
2] Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 2:610.
18) Fath Al-Bari 8:392. e
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«Say: O Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhammad and upon
the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your Salah upon the
family of Ibrahim, verily You are the Most Praiseworthy, Most
Glorious. O Allah, send Your blessings upon Muhammad and
upon the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your blessings
upon the family of Ibrahim, verily You are Most Praiseworthy,
Most Glorious.''v”

This Hadith has been recorded by the Group in their books
with different chains of narration.

Another Hadith
Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri, may Allah be
pleased with him, said: “We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, this is
the Saldm upon you, but how do we send Saladh upon you?’
He # said:
P I P FRCK: PR NG A R RS EL B PR P4 R
Gl e S50 WS I T IS 435 B 3,0
«Say: O Allah, send Your $alah upon Muhammad, Your
servant and Messenger, as You sent Your Saldh upon the
family of Ibrahim, and send Your blessings upon Muhammad

and upon the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your blessings
upon the family of Ibrahim.""»”

Abu Silih narrated that Layth said:
el I LB ES50 WS (udRd T IS 435 e
«Upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad as You
sent Your blessings upon the family of Ibrahim .»

Ibrahim bin Hamzah told that, Ibn Abi Hazim and Ad-
Darawardi told, that Yazid, i.e., Ibn Al-Had said:

iGN WS (i g ai 0,05« ey B Eds G
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tAs You sent Your Salah upon Ilbrahim, and send Your
blessings upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, as
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You sent Your blessings upon Ibrahim and the family of
Torahim ")

This was also recorded by An-Nasa’l and Ibn Majah.?!

Another Hadith

Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Humayd As-Si‘idi that they
said: “O Messenger of Allah, how can we send Saldh upon
you?” He #% said,

. - ] . s, el .. . . . , ,
.‘3)‘;3 t;-_—f‘};! ul-; sL-;L; s tﬁ.,:,;" 5?|ij) y » Q.LF J.'p r;U‘ :|}j";,
opd Tt ) ot o 2436 5 255 3 50

tSay: O Allah, send Your Salah upon Muhammad and his
wives and offspring, as You sent Your Salah upon Ibrahim, and
send Your blessings upon Muhammad and his wives and
offspring, as You sent Your blessings upon the family of
Ibrahim, verily You are Most Praiseworthy, Most
Glorious " »"3!

It was also recorded by the rest of the Group, apart from At-
Tirmidhi.!

Another Hadith

Muslim recorded that Abu Mas‘d Al-Ansari said: “We came to
the Messenger of Alldh # and we were with Sa‘d bin ‘Ubadah.
Bashir bin Sa‘d said to him, ‘Allah has commanded us to send
Saldh upon you, O Messenger of Allah. How can we send
Saldh upon you?’ The Messenger of Allih #: remained quiet
for so long that we wished that he had not asked him, then
the Messenger of Allah # said:

e e B U8 S T 5 5 e 1 i b
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) Fath Al-Bari 8:392.

(2l An-Nasa’i 3:49, Ibn Majah 1:292.

31 Ahmad 5:424.

4 Fath Al-Bari 11:157, Muslim 1:306, Abu Dawud 1:600, An-Nasa'i
3:49, Ibn Majah 1:293.
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1Say: O Allah, send Your $alah upon Muhammad and upon
the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your Salah upon the
family of Ibrahim, and send Your blessings upon Muhammad
and upon the family of Muhammad, as You sent Your blessings
upon the family of Ibrahim among all people, verily You are
Most Praiseworthy, Most Glorious."” And the Salam is as you
know .»"11

This was also recorded by Abu Dawud, An-Nasa’l, At-Tirmidhi
and Ibn Jarir. At-Tirmidhi said, “It is Hasan Sahih."?

Saying Saldh upon the Prophet 3 before the
Supplication

Imam Ahmad, Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi reported the
following Hadith and graded it Sahth; An-Nasa'i, Ibn
Khuzaymah and Ibn Hibban recorded in their Sahihs that
Fadélah bin ‘Ubayd, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “The
Messenger of Allah # heard a man making supplication in his
prayer when he had not praised Allah or said Saldh upon the
Prophet #%. The Messenger of Allah # said:

Wis J,:._E,»

tThis man is rushing.» Then he called him over and said,
to him or to someone else,

AT HA T A QO - P P PP WA i R w4 B P
«When any one of you supplicates, let him start by praising
and glorifying Alldh, may He be exalted, then let him send

Salah upon the Prophet, and after that let him make
supplication as he wishes .»"13

I Mustim 1:305.

2! Abu Dawud 1:600, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9 :84, An-Nasa’l in Al-Kubra
6:436, At-Tabari 20:321.

Bl Ahmad 6:18, Abu Dawud 2:162, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:450, An-
Nasa’t 3:44, Ibn Khuzaymah 1:351, Ibn Hibban 3:308.
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The Virtue of saying Saldh upon the Prophet

Another Hadith

At-Tirmidhi recorded that Ubayy bin Kab said: “When two
thirds of the night had passed, the Messenger of Allah %
would get up and say,

i sﬂgljﬂ
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10 people, remember Allah, remember Allah, the first blast of
the Trumpet has come and will be followed by the second blast,

death has come with all its horrors, death has come with all its
horrors.»”

Ubayy said, “I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, I send a lot of
Saldh upon you, how much of my prayer should be Saldh
upon you?' He said,
LR
tWhatever you want.» | said, ‘A quarter?’ He said,
0l 5 5eh B35 Of (Eip W
tWhatever you want, but if you increase it, it will be better for
you.»
I said, ‘Half?’ He said,
0l 23 5 35 0P (Sl L
sWhatever you want, but if you increase it, it will be better for
you.»
I said, ‘Two thirds?’ He said,
TR H IR SR N DRV
«Whatever you want, but if you increase it, it will be better for
you.»
I said, ‘Should I make my whole prayer for you?’ He said,

«This would be sufficient to relieve your distress and earn you
forgiveness of your sins.»”
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Then he said: “This is a Hasan Hadith."\!!

Another Haditth

Imdm Ahmad recorded that Abu Talhah said that the
Messenger of Allah i came one day looking happy. They said,
“O Messenger of Alldh, we see that you look happy.” He said,

Y8104 e 3 80 5 gy ol 1S ¢ 06 G el 2
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tThe angel came to me and told me, O Muhammad, would it
not please you if your Lord, may He be glorified, says: ‘No
member of your Ummah sends Salah upon you but 1 send Salah
upon him tenfold, and no member of your Ummah sends
greetings of Salam upon you but 1 send greetings of Salim
upon him tenfold?"” I said, "'Of course.'s?!

This was also recorded by An-Nasa’i.l®!

Another Chain of Narration

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Talhah Al-Ansari said: “One
morning the Messenger of Alldh #& was in a cheerful mood and
looked happy. They said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, this morning
you are in a cheerful mood and look happy.’ He said,

808 ke a2l 5y Gl o 20 108 355 % 5 e o 6T e
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tOf course just now someone [an angel] came to me from my
Lord and said, "Whoever among your Ummah sends Salih
upon you, Allah will record for him ten good deeds and will

erase for him ten evil deeds, and will raise his status by ten

degrees, and will return his greeting with something similar to
it

This is also a good chain, although they (Al-Bukhari and

) Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7:152.
12 Ahmad 4:30.

B An-Nasa't 3:44.

I Ahmad 4:29.
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Muslim) did not report it.

Another Hadith

Muslim, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa’l recorded that
Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him, said: “The
Messenger of Allah # said:

¢Whoever sends one Salah upon me, Allah will send ten upon
him .»
At-Tirmidhi said: “This is a Sahih Hasan Hadith. On the same
topic, narrations come from ‘Abdur-Rahman bin ‘Awf, ‘Amir

bin Rabi‘ah, ‘Ammaér, Abu Talhah, Anas and Ubayy bin
Kab."l!

Another Hadith
Imam Ahmad recorded from Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet i
said:
Ei el 5 355 @ g g ey G865 G e 1l
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Send Saldah upon me, for this is Zakih for you, and ask Allah
to grant me Al-Wasilah, for it is a position in the highest part

of Paradise which only one man will attuin, and I hope that |
will be the one.»

This was recorded only by Ahmad.!?!

Another Hadith

Imam Ahmad recorded that Al-Husayn bin ‘Ali said that the
Messenger of Allah # said:
15le Jag o 1 Site Lis 3 Qs
tThe miser is the one in whose presence I am mentioned, then
he does not send Salah upon me.»
Abu Safid said:

! Muslim 1:306, Abu Dawud 2:184, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 2:608, An-
Nasai 3:50.

12l Ahmad 2:365. See also Muslim no. 384.
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u:’[}, J_’d,: ",_f.p
v...and he does not send Salah upon me .o\

This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who then said: “This
Hadith is Hasan Gharib, Sahih."?

Another Hadith

At-Tirmidhi recorded that Abu Hurayrah said: “The Messenger
of Allah & said:

e 35 gt il any (gl Juad (8GR Sigb g5 Sl g
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tMay he be humiliated, the man in whose presence 1 am
mentioned and he does not send Salih upon me; may he be
humiliated, the man who sees the month of Ramadan come and
8o, and he is not forgiven; may he be humiliated, the man
whose parents live to old age and they do not cause him to be
granted admittance to Paradise.»”

Then he (At-Tirmidhi) said: “Hasan Gharib."®!

Occasions for saying Salah upon Him i

It is reported that we should send blessings upon him on
many occasions, such as following the call to prayer, as in the
Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad from ‘Abdulldh bin ‘Amr bin
Al-‘As, who said that he heard the Messenger of Alldh i say:

el gl 1 b g Ol 50 A O 800 2505 st 2
tWhen you hear the Mu'adhdhin, repeat what he says, then
send Salah upon me, for whoever sends Salah upon me, Allah

will send Salah upon him tenfold. Then ask Allah to grant me
Al-Wasilah, which is a status in Paradise to which only one of

') Ahmad 1:201.
2} Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:531.
B] Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9:530.
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the servants of Allah will be entitled, and I hope that 1 will be
the one. Whoever asks Allah for Al-Wasilah for me, it will be
permitted for me to intercede for him o\l

This was recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and
An-Nasa'i.l?!

Other occasions when we should send Saldh upon the
Prophet #i include when entering or exiting the Masijid,
because of the Hadith recorded by Imam Ahmad from
Fatimah, the daughter of the Messenger of Allah % who said:
“When the Messenger of Allah # entered the Masjid, he would
send Saldh and Salam upon Muhammad, and say,

» . )
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WO Allah, forgive me my sins and open for me the gates of
Your mercy»

When he exited, he would send Salah and Salam upon
Muhammad, and say,

0l Sl 581 g g i el

WO Allah, forgive me my sins and open for me the gates of
Your bounty »™3!

We should also send Saldh upon him during the Funeral
prayer. The Sunnah is to recite Sirat Al-Fatihah following the
first Takbir, to send Saldh upon the Prophet # during the
second Takbir, to make supplication for the deceased during
the third Takbir, and in the fourth Takbir to say, “O Allah, do
not deprive us of his reward, and do not test us after him.”
Ash-Shafii, may Allah have mercy on him, recorded that
Abu Umamah bin Sahl bin Hunayf was told by one of the
Companions of the Prophet # that the Sunnah in the funeral
prayer is for the Imam to pronounce the Takbir, then to recite
Surat Al-Fatihah silently after the first Takbir, then to send
Salah upon the Prophet # then to offer sincere supplication
for the deceased, but not to recite any Qur’an in any of the

i Ahmad 2:168.

12l Muslim 1:288, Abu Dawud 1:359, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 1:83, An-
NasaT 2:25.

1Bl Ahmad 6:282.
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Takbirs, then to conclude by saying Salam silently.!') An-
Nasa’l also recorded this from Abu Umaéamah, who said, “This
is from the Sunnah,” and he mentioned it./?! According to the
correct view, such a statement reported from a Companion
carries the ruling of Marfii®3

It is recommended to conclude supplications with Salah
upon the Prophet #. At-Tirmidhi recorded that Umar bin Al-
Khattab said: “A supplication remains suspended between
heaven and earth and does not ascend any further until you
send Salah upon your Prophet.”*!

This was also narrated by Mu‘adh bin Al-Harith from Abu
Qurrah from Sa‘id bin Al-Musayyib from Umar, as a saying of
the Prophet £:.1° It was also recorded by Razin bin Mu‘awiyah
in his book, where he also attributed it to the Prophet %
reporting that he said:

Gl o gle e B ks ¥ eV e g 5k e
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A supplication remains suspended between heaven and earth
and does not ascend any further until a person sends Salah on
me. Do not treat me like a spare water container, send Salah
upon me at the beginning of your supplication, at the end and
in the middle '

Sending Saldh upon the Prophet # is even more strongly
encouraged in the Quniit supplication. Ahmad, the Sunan
compilers, Ibn Khuzaymah, Ibn Hibban and Al-Hakim recorded
that Al-Hasan bin ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said:
“The Messenger of Allah # taught me some words to say
during Al-Witr:

PR ETRE R =G TS R P RCH T SRR H A1

" Musnad Ash-Shafiip. 210.
12| An-Nasa’i 4 :75.

31 Here the meaning is that the statement; “this is the Sunnah”
coming from a Companion means that it carries the ruling of having
come from the Prophet #z himself.

) Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 2:610.
IS1' Takhrijf Al Kashshaf by Ibn Hajar p. 137.
€l Jami* Al-Usul 4 :155.
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‘O Allah, guide me along with those whom You have guided,
grant me health along with those to whom You have granted
health, be an ally to me along with those to whom You are an
ally, and bless me for that which You have bestowed. Protect
me from the evil You have decreed, for verily You decree and
none can decree over You. Verily, he whom You show
allegiance to is never abased and he whom You take as an
enemy is never honored and mighty, O our Lord, blessed and
Exalted are You.'»”

In his Sunan, An-Nasa has the addition,
wiss e oy
«‘and may Allah bless Muhammad."» at the end of this Qunut.!"!
It is also recommended to say plenty of Saldh upon him on
Friday and on the eve of Friday.”’) Imam Ahmad recorded that

Aws bin Aws Ath-Thaqafi, may Allah be pleased with him,
said: “The Messenger of Alldh & said:

PEARES-PE PR PR EPEIE S R A W S
tOne of the best of your days is Friday; on this day Adam was
created and died, on this day the Trumpet (Siir) will be blown

and all will have swoon away. So on this day send plenty of
Salah upon me, for your Saldh will be presented to me.»

They said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, how will they be shown

to you after your body has dispersed into the earth?’ He
said,

SR B o S P R TR
“Allah has forbidden the earth to consume the bodies of the

M Ahmad 1:199, Abu Dawud 2:133, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 2:562, An-
Nasa'l 3:248, Ibn Majah 1:372, Ibn Khuzaymah 2:151, Ibn
Hibban 2:148, Al-Hakim 3:172.

(2) Thursday night.
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Prophets v
This was also recorded by Abu Dawud, An-Nasa’i and Ibn
Majah, and it was graded Sahih by Ibn Khuzaymah, Ibn
Hibban, Ad-Daraqutni and An-Nawawi in Al-Adhkar.?!
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(57 . Verily, those who annoy Allah and His Messenger, Allih

has cursed them in this world and in the Hereafter, and has
prepared for them a humiliating torment.$

¢58. And those who annoy believing men and women
undeservedly, they bear the crime of slander and plain sin.p

Whoever annoys Allih and His Messenger i, is cursed in
this World and the Hereafter

Here, Allah warns and threatens those who annoy Him by
going against His commands and doing that which He has
forbidden, and who persist in doing so, and those who annoy
His Messenger # by accusing him of having faults or
shortcomings — Allah forbid. Tkrimah said that the Ayah:

/
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¢Verily, those who annoy Allah and His Messenger,®
was revealed concerning those who make pictures or
images.?
In The Two Sahihs, it is reported that Abu Hurayrah said:
“The Messenger of Allah # said:

3 A8 SO sak ol sain G s 2 sk i 3es B W O
“Allah says: “The son of Adam annoys Me by inveighing

against time, but I am time, for I cause the alternation of night
and day.'»1%

The meaning of this Hadith is that in the Jahiliyyah they used

m Ahmad 4:8.

(2} Abu Dawud 1:635, An-Nasa’t 3:91, Ibn Majah 1:524, Ibn
Khuzaymah 3:118, Ibn Hibban 2:132, An-Nawawi 97.

131 At-Tabari 20:322.

¥l Fath Al-Bari 8:437, Muslim 4:1762.
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to say, “How bad time is, it has done such and such to us!”
They used to attribute the deeds of Allah to time, and inveigh
against it, but the One Who did that was Allah, may He be
exalted. So, He forbade them from this. Al-‘Awfi reported that
Ibn ‘Abbas said that the Ayah,

(ﬁ)f‘j.; al :-'J:; :u]l ul)
¢Verily, those who annoy Allah and His Messenger,$

was revealed about those who slandered the Prophet i over
his marriage to Safiyyah bint Huyay bin Akhtab.!'!

The Ayah appears to be general in meaning and to apply to all
those who annoy him in any way, because whoever annoys
him annoys Allah, just as whoever obeys him obeys Alldh.

The Threat to Those Who fabricate Slander
€821 U o232 Gl < Y

¢And those who annoy believing men and women
undeservedly,

means, they attribute to them things of which they are
innocent, which they do not know and do not do.
UL ) &g I Gy
4they bear the crime of slander and plain sin.p

This is the most serious slander, to tell or transmit things
about the believing men and women that they have not done,
in order to bring shame upon them and accuse them of
shortcomings. Among those to whom the description most
applies are those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers,
followed by the Rafidites who accuse the Companions of
shortcomings and faults of which Allah has stated that they
are innocent, and describe them as the opposite of what Allah
has said about them. Allah, may He be exalted, has told us
that He is pleased with the Migrants and Ansar, and has
praised them, but these foolish and ignorant people inveigh
against them and accuse them of shortcomings, and say

[} At-Tabari 20:323. See the section on reports at the beginning of
this book.
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things about them that they did not do and could never have
done. In reality, their hearts are misguided, for they condemn
those who deserve praise and praise those who deserve

condemnation.

Abu Dawud recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that it was
said: “O Messenger of Allah, what is backbiting (Ghibah)?” He

said,
sk &, B 2%
ut is when you mention something about your brother that he
dislikes .»
It was asked, “But what if what I say about my brother is
true?” He said,
3B 0uE G p& o b 0B 0 G 58 i

uf it is true, then you have committed backbiting (Ghibah)
about him, and if it is not true, then you have slandered
him 1!

This was also recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said, “Hasan
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That will be better that they should be known so as not to be
annoyed. And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .3

€60. If the hypocrites and those in whose hearts is a disease,
and those who spread false news among the people in Al-
Madinah stop not, We shall certainly let you overpower them,
then they will not be able to stay in it as your neighbors but a

(1) Abu Dawud 5:192.
2] Muslim no. 2589, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 6 :63.
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little while.$

461. Accursed, they shall be seized wherever found, and killed
with a (terrible) slaughter .»

¢62. That was the way of Allih in the case of those who passed
away of old, and you will not find any change in the way of
Allah.»

The Command of Hijab

Here Alldh tells His Messenger # to command the believing
women - especially his wives and daughters, because of their
position of honor - to draw their Jilbabs over their bodies, so
that they will be distinct in their appearance from the women
of the Jahiliyyah and from slave women. The Jilbab is a Rida’,
worn over the Khimdr. This was the view of Ibn Mas‘d,
‘Ubaydah, Qatadah, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Sa‘ld bin Jubayr,
Ibrahim An-Nakha‘i, ‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani and others. It is like
the Izdar used today. Al-Jawhari said: “The Jilbab is the outer
wrapper.” '

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that Allih
commanded the believing women, when they went out of their
houses for some need, to cover their faces from above their
heads with the Jilbab, leaving only one eye showing.!!]
Muhammad bin Sirin said, “l asked ‘Ubaydah As-Salmani
about the Ayah:

424

¢to draw their Jalabib over their bodies.d He covered his face and
head, with just his left eye showing.”?

&
Feres K7 o

¢That will be better that they should be known so as not to be
annoyed .

means, if they do that, it will be known that they are free, and
that they are not servants or whores.

€Ut BAS A 6

il At-Tabari 20:324.
12} At-Tabari 20:325.
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¢And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .y

means, with regard to what happened previously during the
days of Jahiliyyah, when they did not have any knowledge
about this.

A Stern Warning to the Evil Hypocrites

Then Allah issues a warning to the hypocrites, those who
make an outward display of faith while concealing their
disbelief,

€37 il o <GP

¢those in whose hearts is a disease,d Tkrimah and others said that
this refers to adulterers in this instance.!!

0 g b
¢and those who spread false news among the people in Al-
Madinahy

means, those who say that the enemy has come and war has
started, which is a lie and a fabrication. Unless they give up
these actions and return to the truth,

€¢We shall certainly let you overpower them,$
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “We will give
you power over them.”? Qatadah said: “We will incite you

against them.”3 As-Suddi said: “We will inform you about
them.”

€ & ¥ 2

¢then they will not be able to stay in ity means, in Al-Madinah,
€nil B8 iy
¢but a little while. Accursed...p

‘this describes their state while they are in Al-Madinah for this
short time before they are expelled and sent far away.’

1) A¢-Tabari 20:326.
12) At-Tabari 20:328.
131 At-Tabari 20:328.
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dthey shall be seized
wherever found,»
means, ‘they will be
attacked, because
they are so weak and
so few,’

5

dand killed with a
(terrible) slaughter .y
Then Allah says:
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¢J3
¢That was the way of
Allah in the case of those
who passed away of
old,»
meaning, this is how
Allah dealt with the
hypocrites when they
persisted in hypocrisy
and disbelief and did

not give it up; He incited the believers against them and

caused them to prevail over them.

 SHP R
¢and you will not find any change in the way of Allah.3
means, the way in which Allah deals with this does not alter

or change.
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€63. People ask you concerning the Hour, say: *The knowledge
of it is with Allah only. What do you know? It may be that the
Hour is near!"'y

€64. Verily, Allah has cursed the disbelievers, and has prepared
for them a flaming Fire.p

€65. Wherein they will abide forever, and they will find neither
a a protector nor a helper.p

€66. On the Day when their faces will be turned over in the
Fire, they will say: "“Oh, would that we had obeyed Allah and
obeyed the Messenger."$

€67. And they will say: “Our Lord! Verily, we obeyed our
chiefs and our great ones, and they misled us from the way.”'»

468. “Our Lord! Give them double torment and curse them
with a mighty curse!’y

No One knows when the Day of Resurrection will come
except Allah

Here Allah tells His Messenger @ that he cannot know when
the Hour will come, and if people ask him about that, He
instructs him to refer the matter to Allah, may He be exalted,
as Allah says in Surat Al-A‘raf, even though that was revealed
in Makkah and this Sitrah was revealed in Al-Madinah. Alldh
continues to tell him to refer this matter to the One Who
knows about it, but He tells him that it is at hand, as He
says:

€03 5 0 5 83 G

¢What do you know? It may be that the Hour is near!y

This is like the Ayat

GG S50 el X

&The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has been cleft
asunder.p [54:1]
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¢Draws near for mankind their reckoning, while they tumn
away in heedlessness.p {21:1)
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A eve
>
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¢The Event (the Hour) ordained by Allah will come to pass, so
seek not to hasten ity [16:1].

The Curse on the Disbelievers and its Eternity and their
Regret

Then Allah says:
€K S5 By

¢Verily, Allah has cursed the disbelievers,» means, He has
distanced them from His mercy.

dand has prepared for them a flaming Fire (Hell).» means, in the
Herealfter.

AL
¢Wherein they will abide forever,p means, they will stay there
forever and ever, never leaving or finding relief from it.
€65 %5 & Gl VD
dand they will find neither a a protector nor a helper.»

means, they will have no saviour to help them or rescue them
from their predicament. Then Allih says:

Py

SN il 4 GO U a8 BT o i B 5

4On the Day when their faces will be turned over in the Fire,
they will say: “Oh, would that we had obeyed Allah and
obeyed the Messenger."y
means, they will be dragged into the Fire on their faces and
their faces will be contorted in Hell, and in that state they will
wish that they had been among those who had obeyed Allah

and His Messenger # in this world. Allah describes how they
will be in the Hereafter:
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¢And the Day when the wrongdoer will bite at his hands, he
will say: “Oh! Would that I had taken a path with the
Messenger. Ah! Woe to me! Would that I had never taken so-
and-so as an intimate friend! He indeed led me astray from the
Reminder after it had come to me. And Shaytan is to man ever
a deserter in the hour of need.”$ (25:27-29)

€D BF § e W 5
¢How much would those who disbelieved wish that they had
been Muslims.p (15:2)
And here too, Allah tells us that when they are in this state,
they will wish that they had obeyed Allah and His Messenger
# in this world:

¢@IL QLY T8 e i Y @ U
¢And they will say: “Our Lord! Verily, we obeyed our chiefs
and our great ones, and they misled us from the way."»

Tawiis said: “ ‘Our chiefs’ means their nobles and ‘our great
ones’ means their scholars.”

T ity g T
¢Our Lord! Give them double tormentd means, ‘for their disbelief
and because they mislead us.’

Abu Al-Qasim At-Tabarani recorded from Abu Rafi‘ that
among the names of those who fought with ‘Ali, may Allah be
pleased with him, was Al-Hajjaj bin ‘Amr bin Ghaziyah, and he
was the one who, when they met, said; “O people of the Angar!
Do you want to say when we meet our Lord:

5T D ilie et T @Y GLE 68 cio < g wy

EBE @
4Our Lord! Verily, we obeyed our chiefs and our great ones,
and they misled us from the way. Our Lord! Give them double
torment and curse them with a mighty curse!y”
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469. O you who believe! Be not like those who annoyed Miisa,
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but Allah cleared him of that which they alleged, and he was
honorable before Allah.3

The Fabrications of the Jews against Musa

Al-Bukhari recorded in the Book of Hadiths about the

Prophets, that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah

#% said:
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1Miisd, peace be upon him, was a shy and modest man who
would never show anything of his skin because of his shyness.
Some of the Children of Israel annoyed him by saying: ‘“He
only keeps himself covered because of some defect in his skin,
either leprosy or scrotal hernia or some other defect.” Alldh,
may He be glorified, wanted to clear Miisa, peace be upon him,
of what they were saying. One day Miisa was alone, so he took
off his garment and put it on a rock, then he took a bath. When
he had finished, he turned back to pick up his garment, but the
rock moved away, taking his garment with it. Miisa picked up
his stick and chased the rock, saying, “My garment, O rock!
My garment, O rock!"” Until he reached a group of the
Children of Israel, who saw him naked and found that he was
the best of those whom Allah had created. Thus he was cleared
of what they had said about him. Then the rock stood still, so
he took his garment and put it on. He started hitting the rock
with his stick, and by Allah, the marks of that beating were left
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on the rock, three or four or five. This is what is referred to in
the Ayah: €O you who believe! Be not like those who annoyed
Miisa, but Allah cleared him of that which they alleged, and he
was honorable before Aliah.pv")

This Hadith is one of those which were recorded by Al-Bukhari
but not Muslim.

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullih (bin Mastd) said:
“One day, the Messenger of Allah i distributed some booty
and a man among the Ansar said, ‘This division was not done
for the sake of Allah.’ I said, ‘O enemy of Allah! I am going to
tell the Messenger of Allah i# what you have said.’ So, I told
the Prophet # about it. His face reddened and he said,

G 18 3 B ) 3 2 e Kt
tMay Allah have mercy on Miisi. He was annoyed with worse
than this, yet he remained patient.»”

This was recorded in the Two Sahihs.|?
s & S 56
dand he was honorable before Alldh.» means, he had a position of
status and honor before his Lord, may He be exalted and
glorified. Al-Hasan Al-Basri said: “His supplications would be
answered by Allah.”®! Some of them said that part of his great
standing before Allah was that he interceded for his brother
Haran, asking Allah to send him with him as a Messenger, and
Allah granted his request and said:
G S 0 A
¢And We granted him his brother Hariin, (also) a Prophet, out
of Our mercy.$ (19:53)
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4€70. O you who believe! Have Taqwi of Allah and speak
(always) the truth.p

) Fath Al-Bari 6:502.
[2) Ahmad 1:380, Al-Bukhari no. 3405, Muslim no. 1062.
131 Al-Baghawi 3 :545
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¢71. He will direct you to do righteous good deeds and will
forgive you your sins. And whosoever obeys Allah and His
Messenger, he has indeed achieved a great victory.»

The Command to the Believers to have Taqwd and
speak the Truth

Here Alldh commands His servants to have Taqwa of Him,
worshipping Him as if they can see Him, and to

45 Vi)

4speak  (always) the truth.p meaning, to speak in a
straightforward manner, with no crookedness or distortion. He
promises them that if they do that, He will reward them by
making their deeds righteous, i.e., enabling them to do right-
eous deeds, and He will forgive them their past sins. With
regard to whatever sins they may commit in the future, He will
inspire them to repent from them. Then He says:

€0 5 56 s
¢And whosoever obeys Allah and His Messenger, he has indeed
achieved a great victory.p

meaning, he will be saved from the fire of Hell and will enjoy

everlasting delights (in Paradise).
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€72. Truly, We did offer the Amanah™ to the heavens and the
earth, and the mountains, but they declined to bear it and were

afraid of it. But man bore it. Verily, he was unjust and
ignorant.»

473. So that Allah will punish the hypocrites, men and women,
and the men and women who are idolators. And Alldh will
pardon the believers, men and women. And Allah is Ever Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful .3

'l Amanah means trust. Here we see that there are reports that give

particular explanations for it in this context.
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How Man bore the Amdnah

Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Al-Amanah means
obedience. This was offered to them before it was offered to
Adam, and they could not bear it. Then Allah said to Adam: 1
have offered the Amdnah to the heavens and the earth and the
mountains, and they could not bear it. Will you take it on?’ He
said, ‘O Lord, what does it involve?’ He said, ‘If you do good,
you will be rewarded, and if you do evil, you will be punished.’
So Adam took the Amdnah and bore it, and this is what is
referred to in the Ayah:

e - 2 S slrrs
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¢But man bore it. Verily, he was unjust and ignorant $"!)

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Al-Amanah
means Al-Fard’id (the obligatory duties). Alldh offered them to
the heavens and the earth and the mountains, (on the grounds
that) if they fulfilled them, He would reward them; and if they
failed, He would punish them. But they did not want to do that,
and they were afraid of it, not because their intention was sinful,
but because of their respect for the religion of Allah, in case they
could not fulfill the obligations involved. Then Allah offered it to
Adam, and he accepted it with all that it entailed. This is what is
referred to in the Ayah:

VOVEVE T P IR
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4But man bore it. Verily, he was unjust and ignorant.y

meaning, he underestimated the command of Allah. "2l

This was also the view of Mujahid, Said bin Jubayr, Ad-
Dahhak, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and others that Al-Amdnah means
Al-Fara’id®! Others said that it meant obedience. Al-A‘mash
narrated from Abu Ad-Duha from Masruq that Ubayy bin Kab
said: “Part of Al-Amdnah means that woman was entrusted
with her own chastity.”®! Qatadah said: “Al-Amdnah means
religion, obligatory duties and prescribed punishments.”®l

(1 At-Tabari 20:338.
12} A¢-Tabari 20:337.
3] Ay-Tabari 20:337.
141 At-Tabari 20:338.
181 At-Tabari 20:339.
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Malik narrated that Zayd bin Aslam said: “Al-Amdnah means
three things: prayer, fasting and performing Ghusl to cleanse
oneself from sexual impurity.”

There is no contradiction between all of these views; they are

all in agreement and all refer to responsibility and the
acceptance of commands and prohibitions with their attendant
conditions, which is that the one who fulfills this
responsibility, will be rewarded; while the one who neglects it,
will be punished. Man accepted this despite the fact that he is
weak, ignorant and unjust - except for those whom Alldh
helps, and Allah is the One Whose help we seek.
One of the reports which deal with Al-Amanah is the Hadith
recorded by Imam Ahmad from Hudhayfah, may Allah be
pleased with him, who said: “The Messenger of Alldh i told us
two Hadiths, one of which I have seen and the other I am still
waiting to see. He told us that Al-Amanah is deeply rooted in
the heart of man, then the Qur'an was revealed and they
know it from the Qur'an and from the Sunnah. Then he told
us that Al-Amanah will be taken away. He said,

BEX S Iy R JE3 o e S6N JazE G 32w g
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‘A man may sleep and Al-Amanah will be taken from his

" heart, leaving nothing but a trace like a blister left by a coal if

you were to roll it over your leg - you will see it protruding
but there is nothing inside. »

Then he took a pebble and rolled it over his leg, then he said:

W25 0% g 2 50 5 BuN 33 3 D00 Y 50 el Lt
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«Then the people will start buying and selling, and hardly
anyone will be paying attention to Al-Amanah, until it will be
said that among the tribe of so-and-so there is a trustworthy
man, and it will said of a man, 'how strong he is, how nice
and how wise,’ and there is not even a mustard seed of faith in
his heart.»

No doubt, there came upon me a time when I did not mind
dealing (bargaining) with anyone of you, for if he was a
Muslim, his 1slam would compel him to pay me what is due to



56 Tafsir Ibn_Kathir

me, and if he was a Christian, or Jew, the Muslim official
would compel him to pay me what is due to me, but today, I
do not deal except with such and such person among you."!!
It was also recorded in the Two Sahihs from the Hadith of Al-
A‘mash.?

Imdm Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullih bin ‘Amr, may Allah
be pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah i said:
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vThere are four things, if you attain them, then whatever you
miss in this world will not matter: preserving trust, speaking
the truth, being of good character and moderation in eating "

The Result of taking on the Amanah

s AN, s
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4So that Allah will punish the hypocrites, men and women,
and the men and women who are idolators.}

means, because the sons of Adam have undertaken to fulfill
the Amdnah, which means duties, Allah will punish the men
and women among them who are hypocrites, who are those
who make an outward display of faith because they fear the
believers, but in their hearts they conceal disbelief and in fact
are followers of the disbelievers.

€82, he i)
¢and the men and women who are idolators.»

these are the ones who both outwardly and inwardly associate
others in worship with Allah and go against His Messengers.

RSN R
4And Allah will pardon the believers, men and women.p

means, He will show mercy to the believers among mankind,
who believe in Allah and in His angels, Books and Messengers,

1 Ahmad 5:383.
12l Fath Al-Bari 11:341, Muslim 1:126.
31 Ahmad 2:177.
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and who obey Him.

L SR
¢And Allah is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Mercifil .p

This is end of the Tafsir of Stirat Al-Ahzab. Allah’s is the praise
and thanks.
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The Tafsir of Sirah Saba’
(Chapter - 34)
Which was revealed in Makkah
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In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful .
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41. All praise is due to
Allah, to Whom belongs
all that is in the heavens
and all that is on the
earth. His is all praise
in the Hereafter, and He
is the All-Wise, the All-
Aware.d
¢2. He knows that
which goes into the earth
and that which comes
forth from it, and that
which descends from the
heaven and that which
ascends to it. And He is

All Praise and the Knowledge of the Unseen belong to

Allah Alone

Allah tells us that all praise belongs to Him alone in this world
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and in the Hereafter, because He is the Giver and Bestower
who gives to the people of this world and the Hereafter, the
Sovereign and Controller of all. Allah sayS'

€5 )y 100 a0 AN 9 A A B B YA A

€And He is Allah; none has the right to be worshipped but He,
all praise is due to Him (both) in the first (i.e., in this world)
and in the last (the Hereafter). And for Him is the decision,
and to Him shall you (all) be returned.$ (28:70).

Allah says:

€Nl § U5 il g U A G & iy

¢All praise is due to Allah, to Whom belongs all that is in the

heavens and all that is in the earth.p
meaning, all of it is His dominion and is enslaved by Him and
subject to His control, as Allah says:

€N B8 G iy

¢And truly, unto Us (belong) the last (Hereafter) and the first

(this world)} (92:13).
Then Allah says:

v Zeo

€87 g U

4His is all praise in the Hereafter,»

for He is the One Who will be worshipped forever and praised
for eternity.

i 5y

4and He is the All-Wise,» means, in all that He says and does,
legislates and decrees.
iy
¢the All-Aware.» from Whom nothing at all is hidden or
concealed. Malik narrated that Az-Zuhri said, “He is All-Aware
of His creation, All-Wise in His commands.” Alldh says:
€ g5 G ¥ g g Uiy
¢He knows that which goes into the earth and that which comes
forth from it,»
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meaning, He knows the number of raindrops that sink into
the depths of the earth, and the seeds that have been sown,
and the things that are hidden in it, and He knows what

comes forth from that, how many they are, how they grow and
what they look like.

€A 2 S 3P
¢and that which descends from the heaven)

means, of raindrops and provision, and what ascends into it,
i.e., righteous deeds and other things.

€N 200 A
¢And He is the Most Merciful, the Oft-Forgiving .y

means, He is Most Merciful to His servants; He does not
hasten to punish them, and He forgives the sins of those who
repent to Him and put their trust in Him.
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¢3. Those who disbelieve say : ““The Hour will not come to us.”
Say: “Yes, by my Lord, the All-Knower of the Unseen, it will
come to you; not even the weight of a speck of dust or less than
that or greater escapes His knowledge in the heavens or in the
earth but it is in a Clear Book."}

¢4. That He may recompense those who believe and do
righteous good deeds. Those, theirs is forgiveness and generous
provision .

¢5. But those who strive against Our Ayat to frustrate them -
those, for them will be a severe painful torment.»

€6. And those who have been given knowledge see that what is
revealed to you from your Lord is the truth, and that it guides
to the path of the Exalted in might, Owner of all praise.p
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The Hour will come so that each Person will be rewarded
or punished in accordance with His Deeds

This is one of three Aydt — there is no fourth - where Allah
commands His Messenger # to swear by His Almighty Lord
that the resurrection will surely come, because the stubborn
followers of dishelief denied that it would happen. One of these
Ayat is in Sirah Yiinus, where Allah says:

oy A [: [
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¢And they ask you to inform them (saying): “Is it true?"’ Say:

"“Yes! By my Lord! It is the very truth! and you cannot escape
it (10:53).
The second of these Ayat is this one:
G 55 G Tk o UK G 3y
¢Those who disbelieve say: "The Hour will not come to us.”
Say: "Yes, by my Lord, it will come to you..."}.
And the third of them appears in Strat At-Taghabun, where
Allah says:
HEapase B g g e JIRE o @y
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¢The disbelievers pretend that they will never be resurrected (for
reckoning). Say: ''Yes! By my Lord, you will certainly be
resurrected, then you will be informed of what you did; and
that is easy for Allah"'y (64:7).

And Allah says here:
¢Say: ""Yes, by my Lord, it will come to you..."y
Then Allah is described in a manner that affirms that:
G5 o SAA W T 8 5 5000 g 5 S A0 5 Y O ep
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&the All-Knower of the Unseen, not even the weight of a speck

of dust or less than that or greater escapes His knowledge in the
heavens or in the earth but it is in a Clear Book.$

Mujahid and Qatadah said, “Nothing is hidden or concealed
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from Him.”!! In other words, everything is encompassed by
His knowledge, and nothing is hidden from Him. Even though
bones may be scattered and disintegrate, He knows where they
have gone and where they have dispersed, then He will bring
them back just as He created them in the first place, because
He has knowledge of all things.

Then Allah tells us of His wisdom in re-creating bodies and
bringing about the Hour, as He says:

[4 .
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¢That He may recompense those who believe and do righteous
good deeds. Those, theirs is forgiveness and generous provision.
But those who strive against Our Ayat to frustrate them$

meaning, those who try to turn others away from the path of
Allah and who disbelieve His Messengers,

et 35 0 25 A dG
&those, for them will be a severe painful torment.p

This means, He will bestow His favor upon the blessed, who
are the believers, and will punish the doomed, who are the
disbelievers. This is like the Ayah:

€oA N o Sl S i 2oel 0 2t o 2n N
¢Not equal are the dwellers of the Fire and the dwellers of the
Paradise. It is the dwellers of Paradise that will be successful .y
(59:20)
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4Shall We treat those who believe and do righteous good deeds

like those who cause mischief on the earth? Or shall We treat
those who have Taqwa as the evildoers?y (38:28)
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€¢And those who have been given knowledge see that what is
revealed to you from your Lord is the truth,®

11} A¢-Tabari 20:350
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gmEed \ This is another kind

of wisdom, following
on from the one
before, which is that
when those who
believed in what was
revealed to the
Messengers see the
onset of the Hour and
how the righteous
and the wicked will be
rewarded and
punished respectively,
which they knew of
beforehand in this
world from the Books
of Allah and which
they are now seeing
with their own eyes,
they will say:

€3 & 42 X Sy
¢Indeed, the Messengers
of our Lord did come
with the truthy (7:43).
And it will be said:

Gaay

¢This is what the Most Gracious had promised, and the

Messengers spoke truth!y (36:52)

.

02 Ser 4 v 00 - 2 e - . ,‘:r L34
el 0 G0 L5 3) 4 L5 g ) Ay

¢Indeed you have stayed according to the decree of Allah, until
the Day of Resurrection; so this is the Day of Resurrectiond

(30:56),
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¢And those who have been given knowledge see that what is
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revealed to you from your Lord is the truth, and that it guides
to the path of the Exalted in might, Owner of all praise.}

The Exalted in might is the One Who is All-Powerful, Whom
none can overwhelm or resist, but He subjugates and controls
all things. The Owner of All praise is the One Who, in all His
words, deeds, laws and decrees, is deserving of praise, may He
be glorified and exalted.
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47. Those who disbelieve say: ''Shall we direct you to a man
who will tell you (that) when you have become fully
disintegrated into dust with full dispersion, then you will be
created (again) anew?"'y

48. Has he invented a lie against Allah, or is there a madness
in him? Nay, but those who disbelieve in the Hereafter are
(themselves) in a torment, and in far error.p

49. See they not what is before them and what is behind them,
of the heaven and the earth? If We will, We shall sink the earth
with them, or cause a piece of the heaven to fall upon them.
Verily, in this is a sign for every servant who turns (to Allah)
in repentance .y

The Disbelievers’ Denial of Life after Death, and the
Refutation of Their View

Here Allah tells us how the disbelievers and heretics denied
that the Hour will come, and mocked the Messenger & for
speaking of it.

4550 ¥ 2 RE g § 0 B K oF 6

¢Those who disbelieve say : *'Shall we direct you to a man who
will tell you (that) when you have become fully disintegrated
into dust with full dispersion...?"'$

means, when your bodies have disintegrated into the earth
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and dispersed without a trace,

¢Sy

¢then youy means, after this has happened,
€z gl P
€will be created (again) anewp

means, you will be restored to life and will receive provision
anew. By telling us this, he is doing one of two things: either
he is deliberately fabricating something and saying that Allah
has revealed it to him, or he is not doing it deliberately, but he
is deluded as crazy and insane people are.’ They said:

€ o MO8 A GG

- 4Has he invented a lie against Allah, or is there a madness in
him?%

Allah said, refuting their words:
T S35 S 4 555, 3555 i
¢Nay, but those who disbelieve in the Hereafter are (themselves)
in a torment, and in far error.p

meaning, the matter is not as they claim or as they think; on
the contrary, Muhammad i is the one who is telling the
truth, and is righteous and wise; he is the one who has
brought the truth, and they are the foolish and ignorant liars.

L IR

¢are themselves) in a torment,» means, their disbelief, which will
lead them to the torment of Allah.

PR

Eaadl G
dand in far error.$ far from the truth in this world.

Then Allah warns them of His power in the creation of
heavens and earth, as He says:
€T S o B G cedd O ) I A
4See they not what is before them and what is behind them, of
the heaven and the earth?®

meaning, wherever they go, in whatever direction, the heavens
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are above them and the earth is beneath them. This is like the
Ayah:

€ Bl 125 G5 GG hoaasS )l G ARGy
¢With Hands did We construct the heaven. Verily, We are
Able to extend the vastness of space thereof. And We have
spread out the earth; how Excellent Spreader (thereof) are We!»
(51:47-48)

R 2 U o 1t S 5N 2 a2 W
¢If We will, We shall sink the earth with them, or cause a piece

of the heaven to fall upon them.

means, ‘if We wished, We could do that to them because: of
their wrongdoing and Our power over them, but We delay it
because We are Patient and Forgiving.’

Then Allah says:

- b e P RAd - t4
€t 2 B LY 5 g gy

¢Verily, in this is a sign for every Munib servant.

Ma‘mar narrating from Qatadah, said that Al-Munib means
every one who repents.!!! Sufyan narrated from Qatadah, that
Al-Munib is the one who turns to Allih.?! This means that in
looking at the creation of the heavens and the earth, there is a
sign for every servant who is intelligent and wise and who
turns towards Allah. There is a sign of the Allah’s ability to
recreate bodies and bring about the Resurrection, because the
One Who was able to create these heavens - with their vast
reaches of space, and this earth, as deep and vast as it is - is
able to recreate bodies and revive decayed bones. This is like
the Ayat:

e Cate % o L sdre e ete  Fe Lz%
€t e Gl oF o Laky SOV RlAN GIE will Sl

¢Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth, Able to
create the like of them? Yes, indeed!d (36:81)

R R T B PR Y AR S PN T it e
7z Al s

(1 ‘Abdur-Razzaq 3:126.
2] At-Tabari 20:356
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€The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater

than the creation of mankind; yet, most of mankind know not.»
(40:57)

e T Le sttoar e Beza pis S 2. . er o ys e eees
sl JA ol 0l 5t i U N A gy jl.-:..; 3 6, 550 G A0
=3 PR P Y. . oo . et Mere | ez,
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410. And indeed We bestowed grace on Dawud from Us
(saying): *'O you mountains! Glorify with him! And you birds

(also)! And We made the iron soft for him."»

€11. Saying : *‘Make you perfect coats of mail, and balance well
the rings of chain armor [Sard], and work you (men)
righteousness. Truly, I am All-Seer of what you do."'y

The Favors which Allih bestowed upon Dawud

Here Allah tells us how He blessed His servant and Messenger
Dawud (David), peace be upon him, and what He gave him of
His great bounty, giving him both prophethood and kingship,
and huge numbers of troops. And He blessed him with a
mighty voice. Such that when he glorified Allah, the firm,
solid, high mountains joined him in glorifying Alldh, and the
free-roaming birds, who go out in the morning and come back
in the evening, stopped for him, and he was able to speak all
languages.

In the Sahih it is recorded that the Messenger of Allah 3%
heard the voice of Abu Musa Al-Ash‘ari, may Allah be pleased
with him, reciting at night, and he stopped and listened to his
recitation, then he said:

G315 I 15 e U 1A ol
«This man has been fgiven one of the sweet melodious voices of
the Prophet Dawud .»!"

Abu Uthman An-Nahdi said, “I never heard any cymbal,
stringed instrument or chord that was more beautiful than the
voice of Abu Musa Al-Ash‘ari, may Allah be pleased with
him."?!

1] Muslim 1:546.
12! Fada’it Al-Qur'an by Abu Ubayd p. 79.
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<oy
4Glorify» means, glorify Allah. This was the view of Ibn ‘Abbas,
Mujahid and others.!'! The root of this word [Ta’wib] means to

repeat or respond, so the mountains and birds were
commanded to repeat after him.

4.1 % Gy

¢And We made the iron soft for him.» Al-Hasan Al-Basri,
Qatadah, Al-A‘mash and others said, “He did not need to heat
it in the fire or beat it with a hammer; he could simply twist it
in his hands, like a thread.”?! Allah said:

¢sil JH

¢Saying : “"Make you perfect coats of mail..."', which means chain
mail. Qatadah said, “He was the first person ever to make chain
mail; before that, they used to wear plated armor.”3

3 g 55
¢and balance well the rings of chain armor [Sard],%

This is how Allah taught His Prophet Dawud, peace be upon
him, to make coats of mail. Mujahid said concerning the
Ayah:

G4 g 55
¢and balance well the rings of chain armor [Sard],$
“Do not make the rivets too loose that the rings (of chain mail)
will shake, or make them too tight that they will not be able to
move at all, but make it just right.”* ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah
reported that Tbn ‘Abbas said, “Sard refers to a ring of iron.”

Some of them said, “Chain mail is called Masrid if it is held
together with rivets.”

€yl (6D

¢and work you (men) righteousness. means, with regard to what

1l At-Tabari 20:357.
12l At-Tabari 20:359.
1B At-Tabari 20:359.
1% At-Tabari 20:361.
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Allah has given you of blessings.
s HIE G P

Ed

€Truly, I am All-Seer of what you do.» means, watching you and
seeing all that you do and say; nothing of that is hidden at all.

Pl TP VR P YL < I - DV e CLAY L e ey,
o Jom o0 Sl o il G GLG D08 QA D8 GG% o Sy
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€12. And to Sulayman (We subjected) the wind, its morning
was a month's (journey), and its afternoon was a month's
(journey). And We caused a fount of Qitr to flow for him, and
there were Jinn that worked in front of him, by the leave of his
Lord. And whosoever of them turned aside from Our command,
We shall cause him to taste of the torment of the blazing Fire.}

¢13. They worked for him as he desired on Maharib, Tamathil,
large basins like Jawab and Qudir Rasiyat. “Work you, O
family of Dawud, with thanks!" But few of My servants are
grateful .p

The Favors which Allih bestowed upon Sulaymin

Having mentioned the blessings with which He favored Dawud,
Allah follows this by mentioning what He gave to Dawud’s son
Sulaymén (Solomon), may peace be upon them both. He
subjugated the wind to him, so that it would carry his carpet
one way for a month, then back again the next month. Al-
Hasan Al-Basri said, “He set out from Damascus in the
morning, landed in Istakhar where he ate a meal, then flew on
from Istakhar and spent the night in Kabil.”!! Between
Damascus and Istakhar is an entire month’s travel for a swift
rider, and between Istakhar and Kabul is an entire month’s
travel for a swift rider.

€Lt G2 iy
¢And We caused a fount Qitr to flow for him,y

(1] At-Tabari 20:362.
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Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be plased with him, Mujahid, Tkrimah,
‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani, Qatadah, As-Suddi, Malik from Zayd bin
Aslam, ‘Abdur-Rahméan bin Zayd bin Aslam and others said,
“Qitr means copper.”!l Qatadah said, “It was in Yemen."?)
Allah brought forth all the things that people make for
Sulayman, peace be upon him.

esr ser pour

€5 ol 25 & 58 & i 5oP
éand there were Jinn that worked in front of him, by the leave
of his Lord .3

means, ‘We subjugated the Jinn to work in front of him,’ by
the permission of his Lord, i.e., by Allah’s decree and
subjugation, they built whatever constructions he wanted, and
did other work as well.
€3 5 b o
§And whosoever of them turned aside from Our command, ¥
means, whoever among them tried to rebel and disobey,
€l S G Siy
§We shall cause him to taste of the torment of the blazing
Fire.»
which means, burning.

< Dl L

€325 Sld o T CA P
§They worked for him as he desired on Maharib, Tamathil,

Maharib refers to beautiful structures, the best and innermost
part of a dwelling. Ibn Zayd said, “This means dwellings."*!
With regard to “Tamathil,” ‘Atiyah Al-‘Awfi, Ad-Dahhék and As-
Suddi said that Tamdthil means pictures.'!
'(«-«-a-i it ,‘.; ;v-,‘.; e‘_,’l? 9\:’;’)
¢large basins like Jawab and Qudir Rasiyat.p
Jawab, the plural form of Jabiyah, refers to cisterns or tanks

1 At Tabari 20:363, 364.
(2l At-Tabari 20:363.
131 At-Tabari 20:365.
41 At-Tabari 20:366.
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in which water is held, and Quduir Rasiyat are cauldrons that
stay in one place and are not moved around because of their
great size. This was the view of Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and
others.!!!

€082 530 i sty
¢Work you, O family of Dawud, with thanks!y

means, ‘We said to them: Work with thanks for the blessings
that We have bestowed upon you in this world and the
Hereafter.” This indicates that thanks may be expressed by
actions as much as by words and intentions.

Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman Al-Hubuli said, “Prayer is thanks,
fasting is thanks, every good deed that you do for the sake of
Allah is thanks, and the best of thanks is praise.” This was
recorded by Ibn Jarir.””! In the Two Sahihs, it is reported that
the Messenger of Allah # said:

G L gl D g 56 555 B 0 i sokan S By
RS U b B8 W5 fhs S @ et s i )

1Y 1355 V) Uy
tThe most beloved of prayer to Allah is the prayer of Dawud.
He used to sleep for half the night, stand in prayer for a third
of it and sleep for a sixth of it. The most beloved of fasting to

Allah is the fasting of Dawud. He used to fast for a day then
not fast for a day, and he never fled the battlefield )

Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Fudayl said concerning the Ayah:
052 336 3 TRy
¢Work you, O family of Dawud, with thanks!p

Dawud said, “O Lord! How can [ thank you when thanks itself
is a blessing from You?” He said: “Now you have truly given
thanks to Me, for you have realized that it is a blessing from
Me. "4

M At-Tabari 20:367.

2] At-Tabari 20:369.

B) Fath Al-Bari 6:525, Muslim 2:816.
1) Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 6 :680.
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GKE 8 5 35
¢But few of My servants are grateful.» This is a reflection of
reality.

'z ’z ) PN

A'LA‘J&LU"JY‘M\:Y\Q&,‘J;PJ) U)‘“-‘-\bwm)
€l JEI g B O i B S S

414. Then when We decreed death for him, nothing informed
them (Jinn) of his death except a little worm of the earth which
kept (slowly) gnawing away at his stick. So when he fell down,
the Jinn saw clearly that if they had known the Unseen, they
would not have stayed in the humiliating torment.»

The Death of Sulayman

Allah tells us how Sulayman, peace be upon him, died and
how Allah concealed his death from the Jinn who were
subjugated to him to do hard labor. He remained leaning on
his stick, which was his staff, as Ibn ‘Abbas may Allah be
pleased with him, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatiadah and others
said.!"! He stayed like that for a long time, nearly a year.
When a creature of the earth, which was a kind of worm, ate
through the stick, it became weak and fell to the ground. Then
it became apparent that he had died a long time before. It also
became clear to Jinn and men alike that the Jinn do not know
the Unseen as they (the Jinn) used to imagine and tried to
deceive people This is what Allah says:

¢ 0G0 o R0 R Sk LN e A

¢nothing informed them (Jinn) of his death except a little worm
of the earth which kept (slowly) gnawing away at his stick. So
when he fell down, the Jinn saw clearly that if they had known
the Unseen, they would not have stayed in the humiliating
torment.»

meaning, it became clear to the people that they (the Jinn)
were lying.

(' At-Tabari 20:370.
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His provision and give thanks to Him by worshipping Him
alone, and they followed that for as long as Allah willed, then
they turned away from that which they had been commanded
to do. So they were punished with a flood which scattered
them throughout the lands around Saba’ in all directions, as
we will see in detail below, if Alldh wills. In Him we put our
trust.

Ibn Jarir recorded that Farwah bin Musayk Al-Ghutayfi, may
Allah be pleased with him, said, “A man said, ‘O Messenger of
Allah! Tell me about Saba’ - what was it, a land or a woman?’
He #% said:

éiL:‘j:,f‘..:;,;l;; c,\i}j\i JJJJ»)&) u,a‘ \1) u")t‘u’-"
AR PR LI S .«J.,Lp, r\ié;. LA el s AR
ST s g 33515 5,4 ,2250 diisd
[t was neither a land nor a woman. It was a man who had ten
children, six of whom went Yemen and four of whom went
Ash-Sham. Those who went Ash-Sham were Lakhm, Judham,
‘Amilah and Ghassan. Those who went south were Kindah, Al-
Ash‘ariyyiin, Al-Azd, Madhhij, Himyar and Anmar.»
A man asked, ‘Who are Anmar?’ He g_g said:

oo }—.

.G.L-"u_’ rn.:- (..g..a J.L‘l'
«Those among whom are Khath'am and Bajilah »1"]

This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi in his Jami‘ [Sunan] in more
detail than this; then he said, “This is a Hasan Gharib
Hadith. "

The genealogists - including Muhammad bin Ishaq - said,
“The name of Saba’ was ‘Abd Shams bin Yashjub bin Ya‘rub
bin Qahtan; he was called Saba’ because he was the first Arab
tribe to disperse. He was also known as Ar-Rd’ish, because he
was the first one to take booty in war and give it to his people,
so he was called Ar-Rd’ish; because the Arabs call wealth Rish
or Riydsh.

They differ over Qahtan, about whom there were three views.
(The first) he descended from the line of Iram bin Sam bin

(M A¢-Tabari 20:375.
121 Tunhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9 :88.
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Nuah, then there were three different views over how he
descended from him. (The second) was that he was descended
from ‘Abir, another name for Hud, peace be upon him, then
there were also three different views over exactly how he
descended from him. (The third) was that he was descended
from Isméatl bin Ibrahim Al-Khalil, peace be upon him, then
there were also three different views over exactly how he
descended from him. This was discussed in full detail by
Imam Al-Hafiz Abu Umar bin ‘Abdul-Barr. An-Namari, may
Allah have mercy on him, in his book Al-Musamma Al-Inbdh
‘Ala Dhikr Usil Al-Qaba’il Ar-Ruwat.

The meaning of the Prophet’s words,

(Al G A S

«He was a man among the Arabs .»!!)

means that he was one of the original Arabs, who were before
Ibrahim, peace be upon him, and were descendants of Sam
bin Nih (Shem, the son of Noah). According to the third view
mentioned above, he descended from Ibrahim, peace be upon
him, but this was not a well-known view among them. And
Alldh knows best. But in Sahih Al-Bukhari, it is reported that
the Messenger of Allah # passed by a group of people from
(the tribe of) Aslam who were practicing archery, and he said,

oGty 58 50T 5B Jelis g 1,000
«Shoot, O sons of Isma'il, for your father was an archer 1%

Aslarn was a tribe of the Ansar, and the Ansar - both Aws and
Khazraj — were from Ghassan, from the Arabs of Yemen from
Saba’, who settled in Yathrib when Saba’ was scattered
throughout the land when Allah sent against them the flood
released from the dam. A group of them also settled in Syria,
and they were called Ghassin for the name of the water
beside which they camped - it was said that it was in the
Yemen, or that it was near Al-Mushallal, as Hassan bin
Thabit, may Allah be pleased with him, said in one of his
poems. The meaning of his words: “If you ask, then we are the
community of the noble descendants, our lineage is Al-Azd

1 At-Tabari no. 28782.
[2) path Al-Bari 6:261.
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and our water is Ghassan.”
toA be 3728 J i

tHe had ten sons among the Arabs )

means that these ten were of his lineage, and that the origins
of the Arab tribes of the Yemen go back to him, not that they
were his sons born of his loins. There may have been two or
three generations between him and some of them, or more or
less, as is explained in detail in the books of genealogy.
The meaning of the words,

«Six of whom went south and four of whom went north 1!

is that after Allah sent against themn the flood released from
the dam, some of them stayed in their homeland, whilst others
left to go elsewhere.

The Dam of Ma’arib and the Flood

The story of the dam is about the water which used to come
to them from between two mountai.s, combined with the
floods from rainfall and their valleys. Their ancient kings built
a huge, strong dam and the water reached a high level
between these two mountains. Then they planted trees and got
the best fruits that could ever be harvested, plentiful and
beautiful. A number of the Salaf, including Qatadah,
mentioned that a woman could walk beneath the trees,
carrying a basket or vessel — such as is used for gathering
fruit — on her head. And that the fruit would fall from the
trees and fill the basket without any need for her to make the
effort to pick the fruit, because it was so plentiful and ripe.!”)

This was the dam of Ma’arib, a land between which and
San‘da’ was a journey of three days. Others said that in their
land there were no flies, mosquitoes or fleas, or any kind of
vermin. This was because the weather was good and the
people were healthy, and Allah took care of them so that they
would single out and worship Him alone, as He says:

11l At-Tabari no. 28782.
(21 At-Tabari no. 28782.
1B At-Tabari 20:376.
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€ (8§ 0 56
¢Indeed there was for Saba' (Sheba) a sign in their dwelling
placey
Then He explains this by saying:

e

G55 ol o oEE
¢two gardens on the right and on the left ;%

meaning, the two sides where the mountains were, and their
land was in between them.

€35 45 T 0 B K5 5 o 0D
¢(and it was said to them:) “'Eat of the provision of your Lord,

and be grateful to Him." A fair land and an Oft-Forgiving
Lord!»

means, ‘He would forgive you if you continue to worship Him
alone.’

€L

€But they turned away,$ means, from worshipping Allah alone
and from giving thanks to Him for the blessings that He had
bestowed upon them, and they started to worship the sun
instead of Alldh, as the hoopoe told Sulayman, peace be upon
him:

G i Jam o S il T L5 5 Bk B 12 o SEESD
¢l have come to you from Saba’ (Sheba) with true news. I
found a woman ruling over them, she has been given all things,
and she has a great throne. 1 found her and her people
worshipping the sun instead of Allah, and Shaytan has made
their deeds fair seeming to them, and has barred them from the
way, so they have no guidance."$ (27:22-24)

€1 52 o Ry
4so We sent against them flood released from the dam,
Some, including Ibn ‘Abbas, Wahb bin Munabbih, Qatadah
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and Ad-Dahhak said that when Alldh wanted to punish them
by sending the flood upon them, he sent beasts from the earth
to the dam, large rats, which made a hole in it.l!) Wahb bin
Munabbih said, “They found it written in their Scriptures that
the dam would be destroyed because of these large rats. So
they brought cats for a while, but when the decree came to
pass, the rats overran the cats and went into the dam, making
a hole in it, and it collapsed.”? Qatadah and others said,
“The large rat is the desert rat. They gnawed at the bottom of
the dam until it became weak, then the time of the floods
came and the waters hit the structure and it collapsed. The
waters rushed through the bottom of the valley and destroyed
everything in their path - buildings, trees, etc.”Bl

As the water drained from the trees that were on the
mountains, to the right and the left, those trees dried up and
were destroyed. Those beautiful, fruit-bearing trees were
replaced with something altogether different, as Allah says:

¢and We converted their two gardens into gardens producing
bitter bad fruit (ukul khamt),¥

Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Tkrimah, ‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani, Qatddah
and As-Suddi said, “It refers to Arak (Zingiber officinale} and
bitter bad fruit.”*! )

¢ 5P

éand Athl,» ‘Al-‘Awfi and Ibn ‘Abbas said that this means
tamarisk. Others said that it means a tree that resembles a
tamarisk, and it was said that it was the gum acacia or
mimosa. And Allah knows best.

L A I ) 4

gand some few lote trees.p Because the lote trees were the best of
the trees with which the garden was replaced, there were only a
few of them.

11 At-Tabari 20:378, 380.
2] At-Tabari 20:381.
(3] At-Tabari 20:381.
(4] A¢-Tabari 20: 382, 383.
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¢and some few lote trees.p This is what happened to those two
gardens after they had been so fruitful and productive, offering
beautiful scenes, deep shade and flowing rivers: they were
replaced with thorny trees, tamarisks and lote trees with huge
thorns and little fruit. This was’because of their disbelief and
their sin of associating others with Allah, and because they
denied the truth and turned towards falsehood. Alldah said:

] j) e Ja z:a{ G o ol

¢Like this We requited them because they were ungrateful
disbelievers. And never do We requite in such a way except
those who are ungrateful .$

meaning, ‘We punished them for their disbelief.” Mujahid said,
“He does not punish anyone except the disbelievers.”l!)

Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, “Allah the Almighty has spoken the
truth: no one will be punished in a manner that befits the sin
except the ungrateful disbelievers.”
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¢18. And We placed, between them and the towns which We
had blessed, towns easy to be seen, and We made the stages (of
journey) between them easy (saying): “Travel in them safely
both by night and day."?»

419. But they said: ""Our Lord! Make the stages between our
journey longer,” and they wronged themselves; so We made
them as tales (in the land), and We dispersed them all totaily.
Verily, in this are indeed signs for every steadfast, grateful
(person).»

The Trade of Saba’ and Their Destruction

Allah tells us about the blessings which the people of Saba’
enjoyed, and the luxuries and plentiful provision which was

(1 Al-Baghawi 3:555.
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theirs in their land, with its secure dwellings and towns which
were joined to one another, with many trees, crops and fruits.
When they traveled, they had no need to carry provisions or
water with them; wherever they stopped, they would find water
and fruits, so they could take their noontime rest in one town,
and stay overnight in another, according to their needs on
their journey. Allah says:
€ s ol S 5 2 65
¢And We placed, between them and the towns which We had
blessed,»

Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Sa‘id bin Jubayr and Malik, who narrated
it from Zayd bin Aslam, and Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi,
Ibn Zayd and others — all said that this means the towns of
Syria. It means they used to travel from Yemen to Syria via
towns easy to be seen and connected to one another.!!! Al-
‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The towns which We had
blessed by putting Jerusalem among them.”?

L H
¢towns easy to be seen,p meaning, clear and visible, known to
travelers, so they could take their noontime rest in one town
and stay overnight in another. Alldh says:

GG 6%
¢and We made the stages (of journey) between them easyp
meaning, ‘We made it in a way that met the needs of the
travelers.’
€oull CE6 90 @ fnd
4Travel in them safely both by night and day .

means, those who travel in them will be safe both by night
and by day.
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¢But they said: "Our Lord! Make the stages between our
journey longer,” and they wronged themselves ;%

1 At-Tabari 20:386, 387.
2] At-Tabari 20:386.



82 Tafsir Ibn Kathir

They failed to appreciate this blessing, as Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid,
Al-Hasan and others said: “They wanted to travel long
distances through empty wilderness where they would need to
carry provisions with them and would have to travel through
intense heat in a state of fear.”

¢so We made them as tales (in the land), and We dispersed
them all totally.»

means, ‘We made them something for people to talk about
when they converse in the evening, how Allah plotted against
them and dispersed them after they had been together living a
life of luxury, and they were scattered here and there
throughout the land.’ So, the Arabs say of a people when they
are dispersed, “They have been scattered like Saba’,” in all
directions.

€0 G K oo§ ania i
¢Verily, in this are indeed signs for every steadfast, grateful .»

In the punishment which these people suffered, the way in
which their blessings and good health were turned into
vengeance for their disbelief and sins, is a lesson and an
indication for every person who is steadfast in the face of
adversity and grateful for blessings. Imam Ahmad recorded
that Sa‘d bin Abi Waqqgas, may Alldah be pleased with him,
said, “The Messenger of Allah # said:
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"I am amazed at what Allah has decreed for the believer; if
something good befalls him, He praises his Lord and gives
thanks, and if something bad befalls him, he praises his Lord

and has patience. The believer will be rewarded for everything,
even the morsel of food which he lifts to his wife's mouth ")

This was also recorded by An-Nasai in Al-Yawm wal-

) Ahmad 1:173.
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Laylah"! There is a corroborating report in the Two Sahihs,
where a Hadith narrated by Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be
pleased with him, says:

JS,.‘ I)..A..Lplql‘d\,,olSYl-La Jhm‘w\lw_«,«uwn
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«How amazing is the affair of the believer! Allah does not decree
anything for him but it is good for him. If something good
happens to him, he gives thanks, and that is good for him; if

something bad happens to him, he bears it with patience, and

that is good for him. This is not for anyone except the
believer .»"1?)

It was reported that Qatadah said:
( )\:..—/w ‘_KJ : Y J: R} u‘)

¢Verily, in this are indeed signs for every steadfast, grateful .»

It was Mutarrif who used to say: “How blessed is the grateful,
patient servant. If he is given something, he gives thanks, and
if he is tested, he bears it with patience.”®
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420. And indeed Iblis did prove true his thought about them,
and they followed him, all except a group of true believers.p

€21. And he had no authority over them, - except that We
might test him who believes in the Hereafter, from him who is
in doubt about it. And your Lord is Watchful over everything.»

How Iblis’ thought about the Disbeliever proved True

Having mentioned Saba’ and how they followed their desires,
and the Shaytdn, Allah tells us about their counterparts

Il An-Nasa'l in Al-Kubré 6 :263.
12l Fath Al-Bari 10:107.
Bl Muslim 4:1992.
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among those who follow Iblis and their own desires, and who
go against wisdom and true guidance. Alldh says:

v, 2q
"’ Ters

4¢And indeed Iblis did prove true his thought about them
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and others!!! said
that this Ayah is like the Ayah where Alldh tells us about how
Iblis refused to prostrate to Adam, peace be upon him, then
said:

-
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¢See this one whom You have honored above me, if You give

me respite to the Day of Resurrection, I will surely seize and
mislead his offspring all but a few!y (17:62)

¢Then 1 will come to them from before them and behind them,

from their right and from their left, and You will not find most
of them as thankful ones. (7:17)

And there are many Ayat which refer to this matter.
bl i o A B P
¢And he (Iblis) had no authority over them,$
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him said, “This means,
he had no proof.”
L VA BLIPL (% AN L
¢except that We might test him who believes in the Hereafter,
from him who is in doubt about it.»

means, ‘We gave him power over them only to show who
believes in the Hereafter and that it will come to pass.” The
people will be brought to account and rewarded or punished
accordingly, so that he will worship his Lord properly in this
world - and to distinguish these believers from those who are
in doubt about the Hereafter.

1] At-Tabari 20:392.
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€22. Say: "Call upon those whom you assert besides Allah,
they possess not even the weight of a speck of dust, either in the
heavens or on the earth, nor have they any share in either, nor
there is for Him any supporter from among them."$

423. Intercession with Him profits not except for him whom He
permits. So much so that when fear is banished from their
hearts, they say: "What is it that your Lord has said?”’ They
say the truth. And He is the Most High, the Most Great.»

The Helplessness of the gods of the Idolators

Here Allah states clearly that He is the One and Only God, the
Self-Sufficient Master, Who has no peer or partner; He is
independent in His command and there is no one who can
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share or dispute with Him in that, or overturn His command.
So, He says:

-
%

2
€Say : “'Call upon those whom you assert besides Allah..."y
meaning, the gods who are worshipped besides Allah.
€W 3 6 8 g 153 06 Sl 93

¢they possess not even the weight of a speck of dust, either in

the heavens or on the earth,)
This is like the Ayah:

L GRRERACS G A R 1}
€¢And those, whom you invoke or call upon instead of Him,
own not even a Qitmir'!! » (35:13).
€02 o U AP

¢nor have they any share in either, means, they do not possess
anything, either independently or as partners.

b o3 0 B D
¢nor there is for Him any supporter from among them.}

means, nor does Allah have among these rivals any whose
support He seeks in any matter; on the contrary, all of
creation is in need of Him and is enslaved by Him.

Then Allah says:

{oh o 25 <l 1 B
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¢Intercession with Him profits not except for him whom He
permits.p
meaning, because of His might, majesty and pride, no one
would dare to intercede with Him in any matter, except after
being granted His permission to intercede. As Allah says:
uly V) ke G5 off € 2P

¢Who is he that can intercede with Him except with His
permission?$ (2:255),

(1) The thin membrane over the date stone.
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¢And there are many angels in the heavens, whose intercession
will avail nothing except after Allah has given leave for whom
He wills and is pleased with.p (53:26)

,,,,,

¢and they cannot intercede except for him- with whom He is
pleased. And they stand in awe for fear of Himp (21:28).

It was reported in the Two Sahihs through more than one
chain of narration that the Messenger of Allah #, who is the
leader of the sons of Adam and the greatest intercessor before
Allah, will go to stand in Al-Magam Al-Mahmid (the praised
position) to intercede for all of mankind when their Lord comes
to pass judgement upon them. He # said:
et ¥ Bt 2l 285 ek Sl sl w230 S 4 S5l
el i i gy e 5 Jel S it (g L S
tThen I will prostrate to Allah, may He be exalted, and He will
leave me (in that position), as long as Allah wills, and He will
inspire me to speak words of praise which 1 cannot mention
now. Then it will be said, 'O Muhammad, raise your head.
Speak, you will be heard; ask, you will be given; intercede,
your intercession will be accepted...” )

€A1 16 K8 3660 6 18 o2 5 6 5P
¢So much so that when fear is banished from their hearts, they
say: "‘What is it that your Lord has said?” They say the
truth.»

This also refers to the great degree of His might and power.
When He speaks words of revelation, the inhabitants of the
heavens hear what He says, and they tremble with fear (of Allah)
so much that they swoon. This was the view of Ibn Mas‘ad, may
Allah be pleased with him, Masruq and others./?

!l Fath Al-Bari 8:248, Muslim 1:185.
(21 At-Tabari 20:396.
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4So much so that when fear is banished from their hearts,»
means, when the fear leaves their hearts. Ibn ‘Abbas, Ibn
‘Umar, Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman As-Sulami, Ash-Sha‘bi, Ibrahim
An-Nakha'‘i, Ad-Dhahhéak, Al-Hasan and Qatadah said
concerning the Ayah,
€51 L6 K8 J6 60 16 18 2 5 G &
4So0 much so that when fear is banished from their hearts, they

say: "“What is it that your Lord has said?"’ They say the
truth.®

“When the fear is lifted from their hearts.” When this happens,
some of them say to others, “What did your Lord say?” Those
(angels) who are carrying the Throne tell those who are next to
them, then they in turn pass it on to those who are next to
them, and so on, until the news reaches the inhabitants of the
lowest heaven. Alldh says,

3 iy
¢They say the truth.p meaning, they report what He said,
without adding or taking away anything.
€0 3 5y
¢And He is the Most High, the Most Great .»

In his Tafsir of this Ayah in his Sahih, Al-Bukhari recorded
that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him said, “The
Prophet of Alldh # said:
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«When Allah decrees a matter in heaven, the angels beat their
wings in submission to His Words, making a sound like a chain
striking a smooth rock. When the fear is banished from their
hearts, they say, “What is it that your Lord has said?"’ They
say the truth, and He is the Most High, the Most Great. Then
the one who is listening out hears that, and those who are
listening out are standing one above the other» — Sufyan [one
of the narrators| demonstrated with his hand, holding it
vertically with the fingers outspread. tSo he hears what is
said and passes it on to the one below him, and that one passes
it to the one who is below him, and so on until it reaches the
lips of the soothsayer or fortune-teller. Maybe a meteor will hit
him before he can pass anything on, or maybe he will pass it on
before he is hit. He tells a hundred lies alongside it, but it will
be said, "'Did he not tell us that on such and such a day, such
and such would happen?” So they believe him because of the
one thing which was heard from heaven .»”
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€24. Say: "Who gives you provision from the heavens and the

earth?” Say: “Allah. And verily, (either) we or you are rightly
guided or in plain error.”$

€25. Say: "'You will not be asked about our sins, nor shall we
be asked of what you do."$

€26. Say: “Our Lord will assemble us all together, then He
will judge between us with truth. And He is the Just Judge, the
All-Knower of the true state of affairs.”$

427. Say: "'Show me those whom you have joined with Him as

(1 Fath Al-Bari 8:398.
2l Abu Dawud 4 :288, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi, 9:90, Ibn Majah 1:69.

This was recorded by Al-Bukhari, not by Muslim.!"! Abu
Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah also recorded it."?! And
Allah knows best.
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partners. Nay! But He is Allah, the Almighty, the All-Wise."»

Allah has no partner in anything whatsoever

Alldah tells us that He is unique in His power of creation and
His giving of provision, and that He is unique in His divinity
also. As they used to admit that no one in heaven or on earth
except Allah gave them provision, i.e., by sending down water
and causing crops to grow, so they should also realize that
there is no god worthy of worship besides Him.

dond oo o F 6 38 g ST
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¢And wverily, (either) we or you are rightly guided or in plain
error.»

‘One of the two sides must be speaking falsehood, and one
must be telling the truth. There is no way that you and we
could both be following true guidance, or could both be
misguided. Only one of us can be correct, and we have
produced the proof of Tawhid which indicates that your Shirk
must be false.’ Allah says:

€osd g J 3 5 18 I

¢And verily, (either) we or you are rightly guided or in plain
error.$

Qatadah said, “The Companions of Muhammad % said this to
the idolators: ‘By Allah, we and you cannot be following the
same thing, only one of us can be truly guided.”!!! Tkrimah
and Ziyad bin Abi Maryam said, “It means: we are rightly
guided and you are in plain error.”?
4Say : “'You will not be asked about our sins, nor shall we be
asked of what you do."?

This indicates disowning them, saying, ‘you do not belong to
us and we do not belong to you, because we call people to
Allah, to believe that He is the Only God and to worship Him
alone. If you respond, then you will belong to us and we to

11 At-Tabari 20:401.
12} At-Tabari 20:401.
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you, but if you reject our call, then we have nothing to do with
you and you have nothing to do with us.’ This is like the Ayat:
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€And if they deny you, say: 'For me are my deeds and for you
are your deeds! You are innocent of what I do, and 1 am
innocent of what you do!"% (10:41)

R B ™

[ AR S VRN ¥ Y4 - CENT v 2803 <o L2 NG -4
B o A 2l N5 00A5 O Y il Gl B

i, 2 La T 3AF - 2% e, oz ¢ o
€ 35 2, Sl Uaie Y s e i
Y2 G 2 : & A

[
€Say: "O disbelievers! I worship not that which you worship,
Nor will you worship that which I worship. And I shall not
worship that which you are worshipping. Nor will you worship

that which I worship. To you be your religion, and to me my
religion.”’ (104:1-6).

€Say : “'Our Lord will assemble us all together..."}

means, ‘on the Day of Resurrection, He will bring all of
creation together in one arena, then He will judge between us
with truth, i.e., with justice.’” Each person will be rewarded or
punished according to his deeds; if they are good, then his
end will be good, and if they are bad, then his end will be bad.
On that Day they will know who has attained victory, glory
and eternal happiness, as Allah says:
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¢And on the Day when the Hour will be established - that Day
shall (all men) be separated. Then as for those who belicved and
did righteous good deeds, such shall be honored and made to
enjoy luxurious life (forever) in a Garden of Delight. And as for

those who disbelieved and denied Our Ayat, and the meeting of

the Hereafter, such shall be brought forth to the torment.p
(30:14-16).
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Allah says:

AT 1
¢And He is the Just Judge, the All-Knower of the true state of
affairs.$ .

-y 3
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¢Say: “'Show me those whom you have joined with Him as
partners..."'y

means, ‘show me those gods whom you made as rivals and
equals to Allah.’ .
X3

¢Nay$ means, He has no peer, rival, partner or equal. Alldh says:
€55
4But He is Allah,» meaning, the One and Only God Who has no

partner. s
€53l 500

¢the Almighty, the All-Wise . means, the Owner of might with
which He subjugates and controls all things, the One Who is
Wise in all His Words and deeds, Laws and decrees. Blessed
and exalted and sanctified be He far above all that they say.
And Allah knows best.
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¢28. And We have not sent you except as a giver of glad
tidings and a warner to all mankind, and most of men know
not.p

€29. And they say: “When is this promise if you are
truthful?"'$

¢30. Say: “The appointment to you is for a Day, which you
cannot put back for an hour nor put forward.”'y

The Prophet i& was sent to all of Mankind
Allah says to His servant and Messenger Muhammad #:
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¢And We have not sent you except as a giver of glad tidings
and a warner to all mankind,»

i.e., to all of creation among those who are accountable for
their deeds. This is like the Ayah:

dnp o=y A4 g) ol @y §p
¢Say: “O mankind! Verily, 1 am sent to you all as the
Messenger of Allah."$ (7:158)
G0 Gl 35 s §O8H I By

¢Blessed be He Who sent down the Criterion to His servant
that he may be a warner to the all creatures.y (25:1)

A
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¢a giver of glad tidings and a warnerp means, ‘o bring the glad
tidings of Paradise to those who obey you and to warn of the
fire of Hell to those who disobey you.’ This is like the Ayat:

€ ¥ 80 ET iy
¢and most of men know not.»
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¢And most of mankind will not believe even if you desire it
eagerly .3 (12:103)
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¢And if you obey most of those on the earth, they will mislead
you far away from Allah's pathy (6:116).

Muhammad bin Kab said concerning the Ayah:
§oti G ¥) Jif Urd
€¢And We have not sent you except to all mankindp
meaning, to all the people. Qatadah said concerning this Ayah,
“Allah, may He be exalted, sent Muhammad # to both the

Arabs and the non-Arabs, so the most honored of them with
Allah is the one who is most obedient to Allah.”!

) A¢-Tabari 20:405.
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In the Two Sahihs it was reported that Jabir, may Allah be
pleased with him said, “The Messenger of Allah # said:
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o have been given five things which were not given to any of

the Prophets before me. I have been aided by fear (the distance

of ) a month's journey. The entire earth has been made a Masjid

and a means of purification for me, so that when the time for

prayer comes, any man of my Ummah should pray. The spoils

of war have been made permissible for me, whereas they were

not permitted for any before me. I have been given the power of

intercession; and the Prophets before me were sent to their own

people, but I have been sent to all of mankind »"1")
It was also recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah
i said:

NG 0581 i i
oI have been sent to the black and the red.»

Mujahid said, “This means to the Jinn and to mankind.”?!
Others said that it meant the Arabs and the non-Arabs. Both
meanings are correct.

How the Disbelievers asked about when the
Resurrection would happen, and the Response to Them

Allah tells us how the disbelievers believed it unlikely that the
Hour would ever come to pass:
¢Wansl 28 o 45 6 & oD
4And they say : ""When is this promise if you are truthful?"'y
This is like the Ayah:
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11 Fath Al-Bari 1:519, Muslim 1 :370.
21 Ahmad 5:145.
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J il 172 £y e \\, ¢Those who believe not

3 _s5Eer 2 v || therein seek to hasten it
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O}}“JB) @ ou fo\o.a ..\ms.uk\up are fearful of it, and
.- o 12 -1 know that it is the ve
;JLanJJ‘JQ&UQ-“d—\” truth...y @218

PRI \2,. fyd ,Jj;';jmijiiu'\tj’ Then Allah says:
PRI IRA 4
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’/ F‘Ld‘ﬂ-";‘ "““‘J"'-’;‘“:):Y\u‘b meaning, ‘you have

S o wr S .)/'}

_f}\ m; R 13 L_, an appointed time
BIE RSB AL which is fixed and

@\))_pbﬁu‘x“d&\—‘b‘dfuwu‘: cannot be changed or

o TN thAr-.-z llaltered. When it
A 9. L.—b 4\.—\‘ ,J ‘J:...b | .

Cogasais coalecrs "’)-) Lj’i"/ comes, you will not be

@iq} u@)) ”/”" 223 o b0a Si) | able to put it back or

bring it forward,” as

Allah says:
€59 0 E 5o
¢Verily, the term of Allah when it comes, cannot be delayed}
(71:4).

B.% eart 3
e s e

A agied o4 h Y r\&a ¥ u f—"' ,‘*L.\)M J—Y i\ u‘”‘ s
Q“‘:‘:;/i:-’-"'.—b“”J
¢And We delay it only for a term (already) fixed. On the Day

when it comes, no person shall speak except by His leave. Some

among them will be wretched and (others) blessed.y (11:104-
105).

Lo bepr ser Lados /r,
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€
¢31. And those who disbelieve say: '"We believe not in this
Qur'an nor in that which was before it.” But if you could see
when the wrongdoers are made to stand before their Lord, how
they will cast the (blaming) word one to another! Those who
were deemed weak will say to those who were arrogant : *'Had it
not been for you, we should certainly have been believers!"»

€32. And those who were arrogant will say to those who were
deemed weak : *'Did we keep you back from guidance after it had
come to you? Nay, but you were criminals.”}

433. Those who were deemed weak will say to those who were
arrogant: “Nay, but it was your plotting by night and day,
when you ordered us to disbelieve in Allah and set up rivals to
Him!" And each of them (parties) will conceal their own
regrets, when they behold the torment. And We shall put iron
collars round the necks of those who disbelieved. Are they
requited aught except what they used to do?%

How the Disbelievers have agreed in this World to deny
the Truth, and how They will dispute with One Another
on the Day of Resurrection

Allah tells us about the excessive wrongdoing and
stubbornness of the disbelievers, and their insistence on not
believing in the Holy Qur'an and what it tells them about the
Resurrection. Allah says:
€% o ol ¥y OO GG 2 S 1S <l 365y
¢And those who disbelieve say : ''We believe not in this Qur'an
nor in that which was before it." %

Allah threatens them and warns them of the humiliating

PR ——
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position they will be in before Him, arguing and disputing with
one another:

‘J‘“—“ \_J_,j\ J)A_,J_,A\\_)..,J\ e s ~)

¢how they will cast the (blaming) word one to another! Those
who were deemed weaky

this refers to the followers -
Rt Gy

¢to those who were arroganty — this refers to the leaders and
masters —

S &I % PERTL

¢Had it not been for you, we should certainly have been
believers!»

meaning, ‘if you had not stopped us, we would have followed
the Messengers and believed in what they brought.” Their
leaders and masters, those who were arrogant, will say to
them:

L z
S P IR A

4Did we keep you back from guidance after it had come to
you?y

meaning, ‘we did nothing more to you than to call you, and you
followed us without any evidence or proof, and you went against
the evidence and proof which the Messengers brought because
of your own desires; it was your own choice.’ They will say:

EV Ry N A (R N - N

¢''...Nay, but you were criminals.” Those who were deemed
weak will say to those who were arrogant: Nay, but it was
your plotting by night and day...”$

meaning, ‘you used to plot against us night and day, tempting
us with promises and false hopes, and telling us that we were
truly guided and that we were following something, but all of
that was falsehood and manifest lies.” Qatadah and Ibn Zayd
said:
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€Nay, but it was your plotting by night and day,»

means, “You plotted by night and day.”!! Malik narrated
something similar from Zayd bin Aslam.!?

L P R I RO T
dwhen you ordered us to disbelieve in Allah and set up rivals to
Him!y
means, ‘to set up gods as equal to Him, and you created

doubts and confusion in our minds, and you fabricated far-
fetched ideas with which to lead us astray.’

s 1,

€S 1 6 T 26
¢And each of them (parties) will conceal their own regrets,
when they behold the torment.p

means, both the leaders and the followers will feel regret for
what they did previously.

€8 ol o o JENT sy
¢And We shall put iron collars round the necks of those who
disbelieved .
This is a chain which will tie their hands to their necks.

\ ST G HENT
¢Are they requited aught except what they used to do?}

means, they will be punished according to their deeds: the
leaders will be punished according to what they did, and the
followers will be punished according to what they did.

€508 ¥ oS85 Sl K 36
¢He will say: "For each one there is double (torment), but you
know not.”’ (7:38).

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allih be
pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah # said:

Vi A G o A R O o (26 QT Gl G T s Dp

f1) At-Tabari 20:408.
2l At-Tabari 20:408.
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«When the people of Hell are driven towards it, it will meet
them with its flames, then the Fire will burn their faces and the
flesh will all fall to their hamstrings »1!l

206 wand . AF T AR £ 256 T
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¢34. And We did not send a warner to a township but those
who were given the worldly wealth and luxuries among them

said : “We believe not in what you have been sent with."y

435. And they say: '"‘We are more in wealth and in children,
and we are not going to be punished.”'y

436. Say: “'Verily, my Lord expands the provision to whom He
wills and restricts, but most men know not." %

¢37. And it is not your wealth, nor your children that bring
you nearer to Us, but only he who believes, and does righteous
deeds ; as for such, there will be multiple rewards for what they
did, and they will reside in the high dwellings (Paradise) in
peace and security.y

¢38. And those who strive against Our Ayat, to frustrate
them, they will be brought to the torment.y

¢39. Say: “Truly, my Lord expands the provision for whom He
wills of His servants, and (also) restricts (it) for him, and

whatsoever you spend of anything, He will replace it. And He
is the Best of providers.''$

How Those Who lived a Life of Luxury disbelieved in the
Messengers and were misled by Their pursuit of Wealth
and Children

Allah is consoling His Prophet # and commanding him to

( Hilyat Al-Awliya’ 4:363, where Abu Nu‘aym indicates that it is
probably Mawaquf.
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follow the example of the Messengers that came before him.
He tells him that no Prophet was ever sent to a township but
those among its people who lived a life of luxury disbelieved in
him, and the weaker people of the town followed him. The
people of Nuh, peace be upon him, said to him:

oA a3 G 2

4Shall we believe in you, when the weakest (of the people)
Sollow you?$ (26:110)

sl 6 i 4 St ) S0 g
¢nor do we see any follow you but the meanest among us and

they (too) followed you without thinkingy (11:27).
The leaders among the people of Salih said:
L, 6 106 565 o2 82 was & /U i a5 B3t Gulsy
ETm8 . 22wl G Bl Sl 6 o ob . I
¢to those who were counted weak - to such of them as believed :
“Know you that Salih is one sent from his Lord.” They said:
""We indeed believe in that with which he has been sent.” Those

who were arrogant said: ''Verily, we disbelieve in that which
you believe in."} (7:75-76).

And Allah said:
3 <% ” = or 2z ‘44

FART I f-’ O S S AN AR ) -Ji-\é--))’

( o\"

¢Thus We have tried some of them with others, that they mlght
say: “Is it these (poor believers) that Allah has favored from
among us?"' Does not Allah know best those who are grateful?®
(6:53),

€ iveml) G A 3t 135 B g G G5

¢And thus We have set up in every town great ones of its
wicked people to plot thereiny (6:123), and

€n.% GR35 S GE 5N ¢ 1A G G 55 ad J e vy
¢And when We decide to destroy a town (population), We
(first) send a definite order to those among them who lead a life
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of luxury. Then, they transgress therein, and thus the Word (of
torment) is justified against it (them). Then We destroy it with
complete destructiony (17:16).

And Allih says here:

z

€8 s g U TS

-

$And We did not send a warner to a townshipp meaning a Prophet
or a Messenger,

v hoey 22

¢l Jo Y\)

4but those who were given the worldly wealth and luxuries
among them®

means, those who enjoyed a life of riches and luxury, and
positions of leadership. Qatadah said, “They are their tyrants,
chiefs and leaders in evil."

€0l s AI G

¢We believe not in the (Message) with which you have been
sent.»

means, ‘we do not believe in it and we will not follow it.’
Allah tells us that those who enjoved a life of luxury and
who disbelieved the Messengers said:
€BHA 52 0 0Bl ¥ J 22 D6y
¢And they say: “We are more in wealth and in children, and
we are not going to be punished."y

meaning, they were proud of their great wealth and great
numbers of children, and they believed that this was a sign
that Allah loved them and cared for them, and that if He gave
them this in this world, He would not punish them in the
Hereafter. This was too far-fetched. Allah says:

L{EN et ¥ il o \_.m“,\_.,, J o on PRk EF e

¢Do they think that in wealth and children with which We
enlarge them? We hasten unto them with good things. Nay,
but they perceive not.» (23:55-56)

(1 At-Tabari 20:409.
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4S50, let not their wealth nor their children amaze you; in
reality Allah’s plan is to punish them with these things in the
life of this world, and that their souls shall depart while they
are disbelievers. (9:55), and

s PRI

2 .. Y Y A TL3Y PR SR Y
A Sagey 0Ly oy IS YU d S
e o

S rr IR R LN o hel g gt ME ST L WF aeee B T s es
€000 el T2 69 30 4 R Dl I R el

NS . aore ers o4
Dl Al ooy 5P

¢Leave Me Alone (to deal) with whom 1 created lonely. And
then granted him resources in abundance. And children to be
by his side. And made life smooth and comfortable for him.
After all that he desires that I should give more. Nay! Verily,
he has been opposing Our Ayit. I shall oblige him to face a
severe torment!y (74:11-17)
And Allah has told us about the story of the owner of those
two gardens, that he had wealth and crops and children, but
that could not help him at all when all of that was taken from
him in this world, before he reached the Hereafter. Allah says
here:

€45 0 5 3 3 G R B
4Say: “Verily, my Lord expands the provision to whom He
wills and restricts...”' ¥

meaning, He gives wealth to those whom He loves and those
whom He does not love, and He makes poor whom He wills
and makes rich whom He wills. He has complete wisdom and
clear proof,

i35 9 A 5T 55
¢but most men know not.»
Then Allah says:
€5 G %5 L 591 % K4 0
€And it is not your wealth, nor your children that bring you
nearer to Us,»
meaning, ‘these things are not a sign that We love you or care
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for you.” Imam Ahmad, may Allah have mercy on him,
recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with him,
said that the Messenger of Allah & said:

AR R S R TPH PR ST S O T
w3l
tAllzh does not look at your outward appearance or your
wealth, rather He looks at your hearts and your deeds ")
Muslim and Ibn Majah also recorded this.”” Allah says:
€4S 55 G
&but only he who believes, and does righfeous deeds ;¥
meaning, ‘only faith and righteous deeds will bring you closer to Us.’

€IF C i B A Ay
4as for such, there will be multiple rewards for what they did,»
means, the reward will be multiplied for them between ten and
seven hundred times.
€oft B g b
gand they will reside in the high dwellings in peace and
security.p

means, in the lofty dwellings of Paradise, safe from all misery,
fear and harm, and from any evil they could fear.

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with
him, said that the Messenger of Allah ¥ said:

WG peh e sk Gl e G o G R g By
tIn Paradise there are lofty rooms whose outside can be seen
from the inside and whose inside can be seen from the outside.»
A bedouin asked, “Who are they for?” He % said:
Voo 3 4By~ K1 ‘,— qe s P P P PRt T
“rlﬁ u,-L'.H, ‘)_Jili u‘L’-’ crl:.aﬂ (h"’ ‘(La.la“ r.\l:b cr)\g‘ g,..:b &.;}1)
«For those who speak well, feed the hungry, persist in fasting
and pray at night while people are asleep »®

1!l Ahmad 2:539.
2] Muslim 4:1987, Ibn Majah 2:1388.
31 Ibn Abi Shaybah 8:437.
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rer £ %

o G o 555 S5
€And those who strive against Our Ayat, to frustrate them,}

means, those who try to block people from the path of Allah
and from following His Messengers and believing in His signs,

gl LI § 50y

dthey will be brought to the torment.» means, they will all be
punished for their deeds, each one accordingly.
& a5 i & W8 S G 25 3 & 3
4Say: “Truly, my Lord expands the provision for whom He
wills of His servants, and (also) restricts (it) for him..."$

means, according to His wisdom, He gives a lot of provision to
one, and gives very little to another. He has great wisdom in
doing so, which cannot be comprehended by anyone but Him.
This is like the Ayah:

D T8 2t S B erpee 1T S e

¢See how We favor one above another, and verily, the Hereafter
will be greater in degrees and greater in favor.y (17:21).

This means that just as there are differences between them in
this world -~ where one may be poor and in straitened
circumstances while another is rich and enjoys a life of plenty
- so they will be in the Hereafter. There one will reside in
apartments in the highest levels of Paradise, whilst another
will be in the lowest levels of Hell. As the Prophet & said,
describing the best of people in this world:

tHe truly succeeds who becomes Muslim and is given just

enough provision and Allah makes him content with what He
has given.»”
It was recorded by Muslim.!!)
¢and whatsoever you spend of anything, He will replace it.»
0 Muslim 2:730.
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(does not spend).” The other one

compensation to the one who spends.”!)

And the Messenger of Allah # said:

2N & means, ‘whatever you

spend in the ways
that He has
commanded you and
permitted you, He will
compensate you for it
in this world by giving
you something else
instead, and in the
Hereafter by giving
you reward.’” It was
reported that the
Prophet # said:

S8 GE s W O

LN

1Allah says: *“'Spend, 1
will spend on you."»

In another Hadith it
is reported that every
morning, two angels
come, and one says,
“O Allah, bring
destruction upon the
one who withholds
says, “O Allah, give

SB] 25a d Ge 5 Y5 IS il
tSpend, O Bilal, and do not fear that the One Who is on the

Throne will withhold from you s
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' Muslim 1:700.
2l At-Tabarani 10:191.
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440. And (remember) the Day when He will gather them all
together, then He will say to the angels: *'Was it you that these
people used to worship?"'p

¢41. They (the angels) will say: "Glorified be You! You are our
Protector instead of them. Nay, but they used to worship the
Jinn; most of them were believers in them.'d

442. So Today, none of you can profit or harm one another.
And We shall say to those who did wrong: “Taste the torment
of the Fire which you used to deny.")

The Angels will disown Their Worshippers on the Day of
Resurrection

Allah tells us that on the Day of Resurrection, He will rebuke
the idolators before all of creation. He will ask the angels
whom the idolators used to worship, claiming that their idols
were in the form of these angels and that they could bring
them nearer to Allah. He will ask the angels:

€0tz e 5 350
¢Was it you that these people used to worship?$
meaning, ‘did you command them to worship you?’ Allah says
in Surat Al-Furgan:
€@ e A 8w At 20
¢Was it you who misled these My servants or did they
(themselves) stray from the (right) path?® (25:17).
And He will say to 1sa, peace be upon him:

"h‘ s L4, . 8 5%s <, % %
I g 588 Cdnnss 38 & o o gl G ok LAl CE SR
L., EXEANd
¢xadc

¢Did you say unto men: ""Worship me and my mother as two
gods besides Allah?,” He will say: "'Glory be to You! It was not
for me to say what I had no right (to say)."$ (5:116).

Similarly, the angels will say:
YR

¢Glorified be You!d meaning, ‘exalted and sanctified be You
above the notion that there could be any god besides You.’
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b o 4 LD
¢You are our Protector instead of them.p means, ‘we are Your
servants and we disown these people before You.’

€S a5 B¢ B
¢Nay, but they used to worship the Jinn;}
meaning, the Shaydtin, because they are the ones who made
idol worship attractive to them and who misguided them.
€oh o, AP
¢most of them were believers in them.) This is like the Ayah:
8t 1 @i LB ) DAL o3 8) VL e 0r DT P
¢They invoke nothing but females besides Him, and they invoke

nothing but Shaytan, a persistent rebel! Allah cursed himp
(4:117-118).

Allah says:
¢ 'Jﬂwuad K 4 9 oy
4So Today, none of you can profit or harm one another .y

means, ‘none of those idols and rivals whom you hoped would
benefit you, will be of any avail to you, those whom you
worshipped in the hope that they would help you at times of
stress and calamity. Today they will have no power either to
benefit you or to harm you.’

€0 b By
¢And We shall say to those who did wrong:» - meaning the
idolators -
WG o 3
¢''Taste the torment of the Fire which you used to deny."'d

meaning, this will be said to them by way of rebuke.
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443. And when Our Clear Verses are recited to them, they
say : “'This is naught but a man who wishes to hinder you from
that which your fathers used to worship."” And they say: *‘This
is nothing but an invented lie.” And those who disbelieve say of
the truth when it has come to them: "This is nothing but
evident magic!"'

444. And We had not given them Scriptures that they could
study, nor sent to them before you any warner.»

€45. And those before them denied; these have not received
even a tenth of what We had granted to those (of old); yet they
denied My Messengers. Then how (terrible) was My denial!y

The Saying of the Disbelievers about the Prophets, and
its refutation

Allah tells us that the disbeliever deserve to be severely
punished by Him, because when His clear Verses were recited
to them, and they heard them fresh from the lips of His
Messenger %, they said:
0 25 0 & 41 S 35 39, T U 6
4They say: "This is naught but a man who wishes to hinder
you from that which your fathers used to worship.”»

meaning, that the religion of their fathers was the truth and
that what the Messenger brought to them was false - may the
curse of Alldh be upon them and their fathers!

€ Gy Y TS C 6
¢And they say : '‘This is nothing but an invented lie."'$
referring to the Qur'an.
€0 5 VLTS G (B O 5 T ol G
¢And those who disbelieve say of the truth when it has come to
them ; *'This is nothing but evident magic!"'p

Allah says:
€ o 8 A S G T3 X e T
¢And We had not given them Scriptures that they could study,
nor sent to them before you any warnery
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meaning, Allah did not reveal any Book to the Arabs before
the Qur'an, and He did not send any Prophet to them before
Muhammad 2. They used to wish for that and say, ‘if only a
warner comes to us or a Book is revealed to us, we would be
more guided than others,” but when Allah blessed them with
that, they disbelieved him and stubbornly rejected him.

Then Allah says:

P

§ris on ol SE5P
¢And those before them denied ;» meaning, other nations.

T s

(‘é—:\. Ll ‘;—L Uy

4these have not received even a tenth of what We had granted
to those (of old);»

Ibn ‘Abbds, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “Of the
power of this world.”"! This was also the view of Qatadah, As-
Suddi and Ibn Zayd.?! This is like the Ayat:

U pp OG5 & 3B 5ARA BE 3 w68 o gl ¥ S ¥ paae

¢RG4 BE
¢And indeed We had firmly established them with that
wherewith We have not established you! And We had assigned
them the hearing, seeing, and hearts; but their hearing, seeing,
and their hearts availed them nothing since they used to deny

the Ayat of Allah, and they were completely encircled by that
which they used to mock at!® (46:26)

P4

e Fe B8 145 o off 35 56 I8 BHD 91 o 13 D
¢Have they not traveled -through the earth and seen what was

the end of those before them? They were more in number than
them and mightier in strengthp (40:82).

but that did not protect them from the punishment of Allah,

(1 At-Tabari 20:416.
2l At-Tabari 20:416, 417.
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and Allah destroyed them because they denied His
Messengers. Alldh says:

€5 08 S8 ) UG

¢yet they denied My Messengers. Then how (terrible) was My
denial!y

meaning, ‘how severe was My wrath and how great was My
avenging of My Messengers.’
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€46. Say: "I exhort you to one (thing) only, that you stand up

for Allah's sake in pairs and singly, and reflect, there is no

madness in your companion. He is only a warner to you in face
of a severe torment."’y

Refutation of Their Accusation that the Prophet 3 was
Insane

Allah says: ‘Say, O Muhammad, to these disbelievers who
claim that you are crazy,’

¢! exhort you to one (thing) only,$ meaning, 1 am only telling you
to one thing,’ and that is:

s i Kol O BB 2 a5 5 105
¢that you stand up for Allah’s sake in pairs and singly, and reflect,
there is no madness in your companion .
meaning, ‘stand sincerely before Allah, without being
influenced by your own desires or tribal feelings, and ask one
another, is Muhammad crazy? Advise one another,’

o 2

dand reflecty means, let each person look within himself
concerning the matter of Muhammad i, and ask other people
about him if he is still confused, then let him think about the
matter. Allah says:

[
i;: vor 23 s oD ser 4
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&that you stand up for Allah's sake in pairs and singly, and
reflect, there is no madness in your companion .»
This meaning was stated by Mujahid, Muhammad bin Ka®b,

As-Suddi, Qatiadah and others.!!! This is what is meant by the
Ayah.

- 20 evr se bt R
pd Qe S i S8 5 AP
¢He is only a warner to you in face of a severe torment.p

Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn ‘Abbés, may Allah be pleased
with him, commented on this Ayah: “One day, the Prophet i
climbed up As-Safa’ and shouted,

GLELs O
tO people!» The Quraysh gathered around him, and said,
‘What is the matter with you?’ He said,

TR R RW B2 SR R LAT BT ) -t SRR
What do you think? If I told you that the enemy were
approaching and will reach us in the morning or in the
evening, would you believe me?»

They said, ‘Of course.’ He #% said:
A PR Y < R T
hid L2 G G ¢S 5
oI am a warner to you in the face of a severe punishment.»

Abu Lahab said, ‘May you perish! You have called us
together only to tell us this?’ Then Allah revealed:

Pz

B o o
4Perish the two hands of Abit Lahab and perish he!} (111:1)
We have already discussed this in our Tafsir of the Ayah:
B s 5
¢And warn your tribe of near kindredp? (26:214).
sz PO - P ’raz“‘_‘ozz’,-.",,f.” P Y
SAIBLE S FEFRSFNGH K0 A5 Kok
RO R ORI R A g U Ao 1 i s N e A TR o
(1 At-Tabari 20:418.
12} Fath Al-Bari 8:400.
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Ever Near.”’y

wage I might have asked
of you is yours. My
wage is from Allah only,
and He is a Witness
over all things."

¢48. Say: "Verily, my
Lord sends down the
truth, the All-Knower of
the Unseen.")

€49. Say: "“The truth
has come, and the false-
hood can neither create
anything nor
resurrect.”’y

¢50. Say: “If (even) 1
8o astray, 1 shall stray
only to my own loss.
But if 1 remain guided,
it is because of the Reve-
lation of my Lord to me.
Truly, He is All-Hearer,

I do not ask for any Reward for conveying the Message

Allah commands His Messenger i to say to the idolators:
¢85 A Kby
¢Whatever wage I might have asked of you is yours.p

meaning, ‘1 do not want anything for conveying the Message of
Allah to you, advising you and telling you to worship Allah.’

€A By a4 0

&My wage is from Allah only,$ means, ‘rather I will seek the

reward for that with Allah.’
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SN S
d¢and He is a Witness over all things.p means, ‘He knows all
things, and He knows everything about me and the manner in

which I am conveying the Message to you, and He knows all
about you.’

B 5K 54 B

¢Say: “Verily, my Lord sends down the truth, the All-Knower
of the Unseen.”) This is like the Ayah:

Gule 5 A5 5§ 0 F G éﬁ" AP
¢He sends the Revelation by His command to any of His
servants He willsp (40:15).

meaning, He sends the angel to whomsoever He wills of His
servants among the people on earth, and He is the All-Knower
of the Unseen; nothing whatsoever is hidden from Him in the
heavens or on earth.

s o ,oe PP 1 P P
iné O VA PR ¥ 3%

4Say: “The truth has come, and the falsehood can neither
create anything nor resurrect.”’y

means, truth and the great Law have come from Allah, and
falsehood has gone and has perished and vanished. This is
like the Ayah:

‘I’ LD TR 2 L 2l

€35 35 66 AT W § L 55 B

¢Nay, We fling the truth against the falsehood, so it destroys
it, and behold, it is vanished} (21:18).

When the Messenger of Allah # entered Al-Masjid Al-Haram on
the day of the conquest of Makkah, and found those idols
standing around the Ka‘bah, he started to hit the idols with
his bow, reciting,
¢And say: “‘The truth has come and the falsehood has vanished.
Surely, the falsehood is ever bound to vanish.”y (17:81), and:

2
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€Say: “The truth has come, and the falsehood can neither
create anything nor resurrect.”y

This was recorded by Al-Bukhari, Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-
Nasa’i.!!

€50 8l o O 3 5 68 § ST 20 4 5y
¢Say : “If (even) I go astray, I shall stray only to my own loss.

But if I remain guided, it is because of the Revelation of my
Lord to me...")

means, all good comes from Alldh, and in what Allah sends
down of revelation and clear truth there is guidance and
wisdom. So whoever goes astray, does so by himself, as
‘Abdulldh bin Mastd, may Allah be pleased with him, said
when he was asked about some issue. He said, “I will say
what I think, and if it is correct, then it is from Allah, and if it
is wrong, then it is from me and from the Shaytdn, and Allah
and His Messenger have nothing to do with it.”?!

€2 (2 D
¢Truly, He is All-Hearer, Ever Near.» means, He hears all the
words of His servants, and He is always near to respond to

them when they call on Him. An-Nasa’i recorded the Hadith of
Abu Misa which also appears in the Two Sahihs:

o G5 G 5,85 W) (38 Y5 206 5,259 S

“You are not calling upon one who is deaf or absent; you are
calling upon One Who is All-Hearer, Ever Near and
Responsive 13!

A& GDE @) o 0 WS <3 Ky 5 5y
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) Fath Al-Bari 8:252, Muslim 3:1409, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8:573, An-
Nasa’l in Al-Kubrg 6:483.

2l Abu Dawud 2:589.

131 An-Nasa’l in Al-Kubra 6:438, Fath AL-Bari9:157, Muslim 4:2076.
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451. And if you could but see, when they will be terrified with
no escape, and they will be seized from a near place .3
¢52. And they will say: "'We do believe (now);"” but how could
they receive (Taniwush) from a place so far off.»
453. Indeed they did disbelieve before (in this world), and they
(used to) conjecture about the Unseen, from a far place.»
454. And a barrier will be set between them and that which
they desire, as was done in the past with the people of their
kind. Verily, they have been in grave doubt .3
Here Allah says: ‘if only you could see, O Muhammad, when
these deniers are terrified on the Day of Resurrection, and

they have no way of escape and nowhere to run to and no
refuge.’

dod K5 o LD
dand they will be seized from a near place.p

means, they will not even be given the slightest chance of
escape, but they will be seized from the first instant. Al-Hasan
Al-Basri said: “When they come forth from their graves.”!!

€ G0 TGP
¢And they will say : '"We do believe (now);"$

means, on the Day of Resurrection, they will say, ‘we believe in
I}lléh and His angels, Books and Messengers.’ This is like the
Ayah:
IS Gl 2 GOV B 1) Se et K6 G050 5 w5 5P
¢S G LS

¢And if you only could see when the criminals shall hang their
heads before their Lord (saying): '‘Our Lord! We have now seen
and heard, so send us back that we will do righteous good
deeds. Verily, we now believe with certainty.”'$ (32:12)

Allah says: |
s 5 o BEH 24 553

4but how could they receive from a place so far off?$
1} At-Tabari 20:423.
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meaning, how could they attain faith now that they are so far
removed from the place where it could be accepted from them,
and they have entered the realm of the Hereafter which is the
realm of reward and punishment, not the realm of trial and
testing? If they had believed in this world, that would have
been good for them, but now they have entered the Hereafter,
there is no way that their faith can be accepted, just as there
is no way a person can get a thing if he is far away from it.
Mujahid said:
€505 2

¢but how could they At-Tanawush?b means, “How could they
attain that?”!!! Az-Zuhri said, “They will wish to attain faith
when they have reached the Hereafter and are cut off from this
world.” Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, “They will seek something when
they have no way of attaining it, they will seek faith from a
distant place.”

€35 o A G5
¢Indeed they did disbelieve before,p means, how can they attain

faith in the Hereafter when in this world they disbelieved in the
truth and denied the Messengers?

st K8 o0 G ST

¢and they (used to) conjecture about the Unseen from a far
place.y
Malik narrated from Zayd bin Aslam that he said:

res

¢t o
dand they (used to) conjecture about the Unseen,$
means, “By guessing.” as Alldh says,

.

¢o i &

{guessing at the Unseend (18:22). Sometimes they said he was a
poet, sometimes they said he was a soothsayer, or a sorcerer,
or a mad man, or other baseless comments. They denied the
idea of resurrection and said:

it A0 B ¥y K o
M Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 6 :714.
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§we do not think it but as a conjecture, and we have no firm
convincing belief.y (45:32).
Qatadah and Mujahid said, “Their belief that there would be

no resurrection, no Paradise and no Hell was based on mere
conjecture.”!!l
o5 G G 2 S
4And a barrier will be set between them and that which they
desire, ¥

Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Ad-Dahhak and others, ‘This means
faith.”? As-Suddi said:
Conrss U ED or Joo¥
4¢And a barrier will be set between them and that which they
desire,d

means “Repentance.”® This was also the view of Ibn Jarir,
may Allah have mercy on him. Mujahid said:
€hih U35 ok J¥
¢And a barrier will be set between them and that which they
desire, ¥

means, “This world and its wealth, luxuries and people.”¥
Something similar was narrated from Ibn ‘Umar, Ibn ‘Abbas
and Ar-Rabi‘ bin Anas, may Alldh be pleased with him. It is
also the opinion of Al-Bukhari and the Group. The correct
view is that there is no contradiction between the two views,
for a barrier will be set between them and what they desire in
this world, and what they seek in the Hereafter will be denied
from them.

4as was done in the past with the people of their kind .»

means, as happened to the nations of the past who disbelieved
in the Messengers; when the punishment of Allah came upon

11 At-Tabari 20:429.
(21 At-Tabari 20:430.
B} Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 6 :715.
(41 At-Tabari 20:431.
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them, they wished that they had believed, but this was not
accepted from them.

d& 5 @iss . & O, Gz ;5;:, S0 G 6 e o 5
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4S50, when they saw Our punishment, they said: “We believe
in Allah Alone and reject (all) that we used to associate with
Him as (His) partners. ""Then their faith could not avail them
when they saw Our punishment. (Like) this has been the way of
Allah in dealing with His servants. And there the disbelievers
lost utterly.y (40:84-85).

dod 2 9 BE 0P

¢Verily, they have been in grave doubt.» means, in this world they
had doubts, so their faith will not be accepted from them when
they behold the punishment with their own eyes. Qatadah said,
“Beware of doubt. For whoever dies doubting, will be raised
doubting; and whoever dies believing, with certainty will be
raised believing with certainty.”

This is the end of the Tafsir of Siurah Saba’. Alldh, may He
be glorified and exalted, is the Guide to the right way.
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The Tafsir of Sirah Fatir
(Chapter - 35)
Which was revealed in Makkah
= Ay
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

337 &5 58 55 ) of 9 K e B o0 6§ 20D
22 b4 o ol rr{:t'/rr o~
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41. All praise is due to Allah, Fatir of the heavens and the
earth, Who made the angels messengers with wings, two or

three or four. He increases in creation what He wills. Verily,
Allah is Able to do all things.3

The Power of Allah

Ibn ‘Abbéas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “I did not
know what Fatir As-Samawdti wal-Ard meant until two
bedouins came to me disputing over a well. One of them said
to his companion, ‘Ana Fatartuhd,” meaning, 1 started it.”1!
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, also said,

il oHET Lip
&Fatir of the heavens and the earth,»

means, “The Originator of the heavens and the earth.”? Ad-
Dahhak said, “Every time the phrase Fatir As-Samawati wal-
Ard is used in the Qur’'an, it means the Creator of the heavens
and the earth.”®

2 KAH pid
¢Who made the angels messengersp means, between Him
and His Prophets.

' Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 7:3.
12l Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 7 :3.
13} Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 7:3.
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CPOLR

¢with wingsp means, with which they fly to convey quickly that
which they have been commanded to convey.

¢two or three or four.» means, among them are some who have
two wings, some have three and some who have four. Some
have more than that, as stated in the Hadith mentioning that
the Messenger of Alldh #5 saw Jibril, peace be upon him, on
the Night of the Isra’ with six hundred wings. Between each
pair of wings was a distance like that between the east and
the west.!'! Allah says:

06 B X FE YO A5

¢He increases in creation what He wills. Verily, Allah is Able
to do all things.»

As-Suddi said, “He increases their wings and creates them as
He wills.”?

Aoope s3c L e p IS SRR <A S SN o s red Lt
-
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€2. Whatever of mercy, Allah may grant to mankind, none can

withhold it; and whatever He may withhold, none can grant it
thereafter. And He is the Almighty, the All-Wise.$

None can withhold the Mercy of Allih

Allah tells us that what He wills, happens, and what He does
not will, does not happen. None can give what He withholds,
and none can withhold what He gives.

Imam Ahmad recorded that Warrad, the freed slave of Al-
Mughirah bin Shu‘bah, said, “Mu‘dwiyah wrote to Al-Mughirah
bin Shu‘bah, saying, ‘Write for me what you heard from the
Messenger of Allah %.’ So Al-Mughirah called me and I wrote
for him: T heard the Messenger of Allah # say when he
finished praying,

M Fath Al-Bari 6:361.
12l Ad-Durr Al-Manthiir 7 4.




~

Sitrah 35. Fatir (2) (Part-22) 121

el oot 8 e A AL AT S8 2V m Y Ay
351 e, 3 G 5 NC ISR PR A ER P ]

tThere is no god (worthy of worship) except Allah alone, with
no partner or associate. To Him be praise and dominion, and
He is able to do all things. O Allah, there is none who can
withhold what You give, and none can give what You
withhold, and and good fortune and richness in anything
cannot benefit one against Your will .»

‘And I heard him forbid gossiping, asking tco many questions
and wasting money, burying girls alive, disobeying one’s
mother, and withholding from others while asking from
them.”!! This was also recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim,
with several chain of narration.”?!

It was recorded in Sahih Muslim that Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri,
may Allah be pleased with him, said, “When the Messenger of
Allah ¢ raised his head from bowing, he would say:

v EJ,’:} ‘Jpj‘\ilj gl.;...‘." 2‘}5 :L;.;..h élj l:..:, ;.;j.” s;.le.; :};.l ’(nl ‘C?':'D
v 3 W A 96w ST sy ol AT Al e i
‘i’:hh ir—f :\;J.‘ l; ‘c:g Ylj AN L;! "h;‘, Y’:’ Z:’] ’:i l.;.! éu Y’ ‘:ai“

tAllah hears those who praise Him. O Allah, our Lord, to You
be praise, filling the heavens and the earth, and filling whatever
You wish besides. O Allah, the One deserving praise and glory.
The truest words that any servant says - and all of us are Your
servants — are: O Allah, there is none who can withhold what
You give, and none can give what You withhold, and no
wealth or majesty can benefit anyone against Your will v

This Ayah is like the Ayah:

4.:;_::.1;5%,3g3;;g;3;il,ﬁaéx:;—,%;;ﬁia;;:;aw

12~ aemrd

¢And if Allah touches you with harm, there is none who can
remove it but He; and if He intends any good for you, there is
none who can repel His favory (10:107).

1l Ahmad 4:250.
2l Fath Al-Bari 2:378 11:137, 521, Muslim 1:414, 415.
31 Muslim 1:347.
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&And there are many

similar Ayat.
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43. ®) mankind!

Remember the grace of
Allah upon you! Is there
any creator other than
Allah who provides for
you from the sky (rain)
and the earth? La ilaha
illa Huwa. How then
are you turning away
(from Him)?»

The Evidence of
Tawhid

Allah shows His
servants that they

should worship Him Alone, for just as He is Independent in
His power of creation and provision, so He should be
worshipped Alone with no partners or associates such as idols
and false gods. So Allah says:

¢k H 2N

¢La ilaha illa Huwa. How then are you turning away (from

Him)?%

meaning, ‘how can you turn away from Him after this has
been made clear and this proof has been made obvious, but
you still worship idols and false gods?’ And Allah knows best.
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¢4. And if they deny you, so were Messengers denied before
you. And to Allah return all matters .

€5. O mankind! Verily, the promise of Allah is true. So, let
not this present life deceive you, and let not the chief deceiver
deceive you about Allah.

46. Surely, Shaytan is an enemy to you, so take (treat) him as
an enemy. He only invites his followers that they may become
the dwellers of the blazing Fire.»

Consolation in the fact that the previous Messengers
were denied, and a reminder of the Resurrection

Allah says: ‘Even if these idolators who associate others with
Allah disbelieve in you, O Muhammad, and go against the
Message of Tawhid that you have brought, you have an
example in the Messengers who came before you.’ They also
brought a clear Message to their people and told them to
worship Allah alone, but their people denied them and went
against them.

AT &5 50 Jip
¢And to Allah return all matters (for decision).p
means, ‘We will requite them for that in full.’ Then Allah says:
€& 55y 08 U
4O mankind! Verily, the promise of Allah is true.p
meaning the Resurrection will undoubtedy come to pass.

QA AN (5
€50, let not this present life deceive you,$
means, ‘this life is as nothing in compare to the great good
that Allah has promised to His close friends and the followers
of His Messengers, so do not let these transient attractions
distract you from that which is lasting.’

3 Lose 2.

355 G 2 s
¢and let not the chief deceiver deceive you about Allah.»
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This refers to Shaytdn, as stated by Ibn ‘Abbas,!"! may Allah
be pleased with him. Meaning, do not let the Shaytan tempt
you and divert you away from following the Messengers of
Allah and believing what they say, for he is the chief deceiver
and arch-liar. This Ayah is like the Ayah that appears at the
end of Siirah Lugman:

3030 G = N G LT S Sy
¢let not then this (worldly) present life deceive you, nor let the
chief deceiver deceive you about Allahp (31:33).

Then Allah tells us of the enmity of Iblis towards the sons of
Adam:
IR A RS

¢Surely, Shaytan is an enemy to you, so take (treat) him as an

enemy.p
meaning, ‘he has declared his enmity towards you, so be even
more hostile towards him, oppose him and do not believe the
things with which he tries to tempt you.’

i A 5 5K B R G
¢He only invites his followers that they may become the
dwellers of the blazing Fire.y

means, ‘he only wants to misguide you so that you will enter
the blazing Fire with him.’ This is a manifest enemy, and we
ask Allah, the All-Powerful and Almighty to make us enemies
of Shaytan and to make us followers of the Book of Alldh and
of the way of His Messengers. For He is able to do whatever
He wills and He will respond to all supplication. This is like
the Ayah:
S P R i ) A Y baAS A o iy
('c:’Y’J::)\.Lh“UJ.»)J.Z' /‘;.l_’,é):g‘¢ ‘14:_):\3 ZJ:\D:—’Ji
¢And (remember) when We said to the angels: 'Prostrate
yourselves unto Adam.” So they prostrated themselves except
Iblis. He was one of the Jinn; he disobeyed the command of his
Lord. Will you then take him (Iblis) and his offspring as

(11 At-Tabari 20:438.
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protectors and helpers rather than Me while they are enemies to
you? What an evil is the exchange for the wrongdoers.p
(18:50)
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47. Those who disbelieve, theirs will be a severe torment; and
those who believe and do righteous good deeds, theirs will be
forgiveness and a great reward .

¢8. Is he, then, to whom the evil of his deeds is made
fairseeming, so that he considers it as good? Verily, Allah sends
astray whom He wills, and guides whom He wills. So destroy

not yourself in sorrow for them. Truly, Allah is the All-Knower
of what they do!»

The Punishment of the Disbeliever and the Reward of
the Believer on the Day of Resurrection

Having stated that the ultimate destiny of the followers of Iblis
will be the blazing Fire, Allah then tells us that for those who
disbelieve there will be a severe punishment. This is because
they obeyed the Shaytdn and disobeyed Ar-Rahman. And He
tells us that those who believed in Allah and His Messengers

€t A1 )
¢and do righteous good deeds, theirs will be forgivenessy
meaning, from whatever sins they did,
€55
¢and a great reward.p for the good deeds that they did. Then
Allah says:
€ 1G5 2 S
&ls he, then, to whom the evil of his deeds is made fairseeming,
so that he considers it as good?}

meaning, ‘such as disbelievers or immoral persons who do evil
deeds and believe that they are doing something good, i.e., a
person who is like that has been misguided by Allah, so what
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can you do for him? You cannot help him at all.’
€ e T 5 IR H 5
¢Verily, Allah sends astray whom He wills and guides whom
He wills.$ means according to His decree.
4So destroy not yourself in sorrow for them .y

means, do not grieve about that, for Allah is Wise in His
decree and He leaves astray whomsoever He leaves astray, and
He guides whomsoever He guides, and in doing so He has
perfect knowledge and wisdom. Allah says:
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¢Truly, Allah is the All-Knower of what they do!%
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49. And it is Allah Who sends the winds, so that they raise up
the clouds, and We drive them to a dead land, and revive
therewith the earth after its death. As such (will be) the

Resurrection!p

€10. Whosoever desires Al-‘Izzah then to Allah belongs Al-
‘Izzah. To Him ascend the good words, and the righteous deeds
exalt it, but those who plot evils, theirs will be a severe
torment. And the plotting of such will perish.p

€11. And Allah did create you from dust, then from Nutfah,™
then He made you pairs. And no female conceives or gives birth
but with His knowledge. And no aged man is granted a length
of life nor is a part cut off from his life, but is in a Book.
Surely, that is easy for Allah.}

RV ] () L -
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1 See volume six, the explanation of Sirat Al-Hajj 22 :4, and Strat Al-

Mu’mintin 23 :13 in volume six.
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Evidence of Life after Death

Often Allah refers to the Resurrection by using the analogy of
the earth coming back to life after it has died, as in the
beginning of Surat Al-Hajj, where He urges His servants to
draw the lesson of the former from the latter. For the earth is
dead and lifeless, with nothing growing in it, then He sends to
it clouds which bring water, which He sends down upon it,

dott g Fm o S 5 D)
&it is stirred (to life), and it swells and puts forth every lovely
kind (of growth)y (22:5).
So too, when Allah wishes to resurrect the bodies, He will
send rain from beneath the Throne which will cover the whole
earth, and the bodies will grow in their graves like seeds grow
in the earth. It says in the Sahih:

.3 %0 . oo s 4% PR\ P T
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tEvery part of the son of Adam will disintegrate apart from the
coccyx, from which he was created and from him he will be
made anew '

Allah says:
€350 4y
¢As such (will be) the Resurrection!y According to the Hadith of
Abu Razin: “I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, how will Allih bring
the dead back to life? What is the sign of that in His creation?’
He i said:
Was iy 55 5 el W sty Sine Gl s W
O Abu Razin, do you not pass through the valley of your

people (and see it) arid and barren, then you pass through it
(and see it) stirred (to life) and green?»

I said, Yes.’ He # said:
';}j\ &l b.‘?;"; ¢U.x§n
“Thus will Allah bring the dead back to life s

M Muslim 4:2271.
2l Ahmad 4:12.
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Honor, Power and Glory in this World and in the
Hereafter come only by obeying Allah

§Cs T BEF A

§Whosoever desires Al-'Izzah then to Allah belongs all Al-

‘Izzah.$
means, whoever desires honor, power and glory in this world
and the next, let him be obedient towards Allah, may He be
exalted. This will help him reach his goal, for Allah is the
Sovereign of this world and the Hereafter, and to Him belong
all honor, power and glory. This is like the Ayat:

g sL e g2 LT e & opts - e o A G K
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§Those who take disbelievers for protectors instead of believers,
do they seek Al-'Izzah with them? Verily, then to Allah belongs
all honor, power and glory.$ (4:139)

¢ gz s 3, Terde - -
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§And let not their speech grieve you, for all Al-'Izzah belongs
to Allah¥ (10:65).

&5 ¥ 2wt ESE Gty Lty Sl 4GP

&But Al-'Izzah belongs to Allah, and to His Messenger, and to
the believers, but the hypocrites know noty (63:8).

Mujahid said:
LI Ay K o

§Whosoever desires Al-'Izzahy means, by worshipping idols,

§then to Allah belongs Al-'Izzahp.!"!
€r NGB K S
§Whosoever desires Al-‘Izzah then to Allah belongs Al-'Izzah.»
means, let him seek honor, power and glory through obeying

1] At-Tabari 20:443.
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Allah, may He be glorified.!"!

Righteous Deeds ascend to Allih
€ K0 L Gy

4To Him ascend the good words,» means, words of remembrance,
recitation of Qur'an, and supplications. This was the view of
more than one of the Salaf.

Ibn Jarir recorded that Al-Mukhariq bin Sulaym said that
“Abdulldh bin Mastd, may Allah be pleased with him, said to
them, “If we tell you a Hadith, we will bring you proof of it
from the Book of Allah. When the Muslim servants says, ‘Glory
and praise be to Allah, there is no god worthy of worship
except Allah, Allah is Most Great and blessed be Alldh,” an
angel takes these words and puts them under his wing, then
he ascends with them to the heaven. He does not take them
past any group of angels but they seek forgiveness for the one
who said them, until he brings them before Allah, may He be
glorified.” Then ‘Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with him,
recited:

R o S oD R 5 Sy
€To Him ascend the good words, and the righteous deeds exalt
it>.n[2]
Imam Ahmad recorded that An-Nu‘méan bin Bashir, may Allah
be pleased with him, said, “The Messenger of Allah # said:
PG A5 et 0,805 S e 0 Y G @0 5,280 Gl
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«Those who remember Allah and glory Allah by saying, 'Glory
be to Allah, Allah is most Great, all praise is due to Allah and
La ilaha illallah, these words go around the Throne buzzing like

bees, mentioning those who said them. Would one g’ you not
like to have something with Allah mentioning him?»4>!

(' At-Tabari 20:444.
[2I' At-Tabari 20:444 .
Bl Ahmad 4 :268.
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This was also recorded by Ibn Majah.!'!

€257 st S0y

tand the righteous deeds exalt itp. ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported
that Ibn ‘Abbas, may Alldh be pleased with him, said, “The good
word is the remembrance of Allah, may He be exalted, which is
taken up to Alldh, and the righteous deed is the performance of
obligatory duties. Whoever remembers Allah when doing an
obligatory duty, his deed carries his remembrance of Allah and
takes it up to Allah, may He be exalted. Whoever remembers
Allah and does not perform the obligatory duties, his words will
be rejected, as will his deed.”?

$olil 5,85 Sty

¢but those who plot evils,3 Mujahid, Sa‘id bin Jubayr and Shahr
bin Hawshab said, “This refers to those who show off by their
actions,”® i.e., they deccive the people by giving the impression
that they are obeying Allah, when in fact they are hated by
Allah for showing off. Allah says:

£ 3 ad xR 2k

gtheirs will be severe torment. And the plotting of such will
perish.»

meaning, it will fail and vanish, for their reality is apparent
from up close to those who have insight and wisdom. No one
conceals a secret but Allah will cause it to become known, on
his face or by a slip of the tongue, or He will cause the person
to wear it like a cloak (so that everyone will see it). If it is
good, then the consequences will be good, and if it is bad,
then the consequences will be bad. The person who shows off
cannot continue to deceive anyone but the fool, but the
believers who have insight are not deceived by that; from up
close, they soon discover it. And nothing at all can be hidden
from the Knower of the Unseen (Allah).

1l 1bn Majah 2:1252.
) At-Tabari 20:445.
B At-Tabari 20:447.
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Allah is the Creator and Knower of the Unseen

4¢And Allah did create you from dust, then from Nutfah,3

means, He initiated the creation of your father Adam from
dust, then He created his offspring from semen of worthless
water.

i K 5

¢then He made you pairs.y means, male and female, as a
kindness and a mercy from Him, He gave you partners from
your own kind, that you may find repose in them.

Gl A ETHL LG
$And no female conceives or gives birth but with His
knowledge .%

means, He knows about that and nothing is hidden from Him
at all, but,

. % T4 o L Jfre A2, L2 - Lo B g 24 ez
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4not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a grain in the
darkness of the earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is written
in a8 Clear Record.y (6:59)
We have already discussed in this respect in the Ayah:

e b S 3F W PN Gud G 31 Beo 52 ¢ i 5
¢Allah knows what every female bears, and by how much the
wombs fall short or exceed. Everything with Him is in (due)
proportion. All-Knower of the unseen and the seen, the Most
Great, the Most High.p (13:8-9).

LI .3 P T T L Plur yov
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¢And no aged man is granted a length of life nor is a part cut
off from his life, but is in a Book.p

means, some of those sperm are granted a long life, which He
knows and it is recorded witl, Him in the First Book.




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































